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he firſt about Redemption of Time; 
The ſecond about Conſideration of 
our latter end. 


— 


By Joun Fox. 


Pſal. 90. 12. So reach ws to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts to wiſdom, BE 
Lam. 1. 9. Her filthineſs is in her Skirts, fhe 
2 remembreth not her laft end, therefore ſhe © 
came down wonderfully. | 


— 


on pudet te reliquias vitæ tibi reſervare, & 

id ſolum Tempus bonæ menti deſtinare, 
quod in nullam rem conferri poſſit! Quam 

ſerum eſt, tunc vivere incipere, dum deſi- 
nendum eſt, Sen. de brev. vit. 


London, Printed for, and by, John Pickard, : 
next the Charity-School in Salisbury-Court, 
Fleet-ſtreet. MDCCXX. | = 
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i Epheſ. 5. 16. 
Nedeeming the Time, becauſe the Day 


are Evil. 


N the beginning of this Chapter the A- 
poſtle exhorts Chriſtians to holineſs in 
general, by ſetting before them a per- 
te& Pattern, Be ye followers of God as 

2 dear Children, and walk in love. The 

Favourites of Heaven muſt imitate their Fa- 

ther, and like Gideon's Brethren, reſemble 

the Children ofa King; the Precept is, Be ye 

Holy, be ye perfect, as your heavenly Father is 


OH, 
1 


duty, more particularly upon all in their ſe- 
veral Relations, which he urgeth by many 
point out the opportunity to put thoſe and 
all other Chriſtian Duties into practice. See 


t hat you walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but 


as. wiſe redeeming the Time. 


Explication of the Words. a 

3 — e. oo a double Notions 
ere is the ſpace of time, d 
and there is he Oppor- Neg fog Tempus; 
| tunity of Time: Tempus Jpactum. | tempos 
| Jongum, and Tempus com» 755 , eft 
mod um, Time an Oppor- opportitnit as. 44 
tunity differ; Time is the duration or ſuc- 
ceſſion of ſo many minutes, hours, days, 
E- years, guy aſter = e rom tas 


CY - 


perfect Then he goes on to preſs this great nl 


Arguments. And in the Text he ſeemeth to ü 


28 


4 1 
beginning of a Man's Life to the end thereofi x 
Job 7. 1, 14, 15. 1s there not an appointed tine 
fer @ Man upon the earth? Opportunity is the in 
ſtime apted and fitted in order to this or that“! 
work or buſineſs, vi. Ameeting of time and % 
means together, to effect the end. This is cal. Ale 
ed the ſeaſon or tempeſtivity of Time, when Fh. 
Time, Tide and Wind meet and claſp toge- am. 
ther, Eccleſ. 3. 1. To every thing there is a ſea- | 
fon or opportunity of doing: Time may be con- E 
tinued when the ſeaſon of Time is ended; the $, 
Sails of Time may be aloft, when the Gale of 7 
Opportunity is loſt. Every time is not a 7 
ſpring time, a ſeed time, a gaining time; £ 
Manna was not to be had but in the Morning.“ 
[The beauty of Time, is the opportunity of Ane 
time, Eccle/. 3. 11. He hath made every thing 3, 
beautiful in his time; this part of time we are thei 
to redeem. Redeeming denotes the excellent uh. 
worth and preciouſneſs of Time; a Commo- e 
dity to be valued above the Gold of Ophir, fert 
Solomon bids us buy the Truth, Prov. 23. 23. hi 
Our dear Lord councelled a miſerable Church k = 
to buy Gold and white Raiment, Rev. 3. 18. 
And Paul exhorts us to buy the time, a Jew- © 


el of that price, which muſt be redeemed at : 
any rate. Baſe vile things are not wont to be : 
| redeemed, but things of worth, namely, 4 
| Mens Liberties, Eſtates Lives, &c. So our 5 
| precious Time. Redeeming the time, becauſe ©} f 
the days are evd. » 
The Words contain two general parts, My, 
= 1. 4: exhortation to Duty, Redeem the Tims; Ino 
2. The Reaſon of it, becauſe the days we, evil, Wan 
- +4 From 
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is CY | 
of From the words we may obſerve this Do- 
= trine, which ſhall be the Subject of my en- 
. *Þing Diſcourſe. 

att Do. The beft of Saints, or the redeemed of 
"SY od, have need to redeem the time: This Epi- 
all: le was written to a very famous flouriſhing 
en Church in the pureſt Times of the Goſpel, 
among whom there were rare and fingular 
Chriſtians, they were called Saints, and faith- 
ul in Chriſt Feſus, Chap. 1. 1. and choſen of 
God in Chriſt, before the foundation of the 
World, v. 4. and really converted, and brought 
into a State of Life. Moreover they had learn- 
e ed the Duty of Mortification, one of the har- 
S. geſt Leſſons in Chriſtianity, Chap. 4. 22. 

And were alſo ſealed unto the day of Redemp- 

'S don, Chap. 1. 13. 4. 30. and had the earneſt of 
© heir heavenly Inheritance: And yet they 
a whoſe attainments were ſo high, muſt redeem 
he time, The ſame thing is preſt in different 
"2 germs, Eccleſ. g. 10. It is called a workin 
3. Frhile it is day, Job 9g. 4. In the handling ol 
Mis Propoſition, I ſhall ſhew you, 
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1. When time may be ſaid to be redeemed. 

2. What time muſt be redeemed. 

2. How time muſt be redeemed. 

4. Whytime muſt be redeemed. 

5. Motives and directions to help you. 

Firſt, When is time to be redeemed ? | 

Anſw. When time and duty, like thoſe 
vo Twins, Jacob and Eſau, txke hold one of 

nother, or as two loving Voak- fellows, go 

aud in hand; when duty attends time, as 

1 A 3 thy 
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che Shadow the Bod 
IMiſtrels. | 5 1 
This is to fill up time with duty, and to'$ 
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vas glad when they ſaid unto me, come let i du 
0 up into the houſe of the Lord. When there th 
was a way open to worſhip God in the beau- Fo 
ty of Holineſs, David rejoiced to ſee the true 
Worſhippers improve their opportunity, to 4. 
go to that City, the name of which is Jeho- an 

| 2ab Shammah, the Lord is there, Ezek. 48. 38. {th 
And the Prophet Zechariah brings in the as 
Saints of God rejoicing in the ſame things, 
Zech. 8. 20, 21, 22. Let us go ſpeedily to pray 3) 

be fore the Lord, and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts} 
in Jeruſalem: I will go alſo, The Saints of Ol 
old were wont to rejoice when the Sabbath 
came, becauſe of the holy and heavenly Du-F' 
ties of that Day: Opportunities and Duty Þ 

are always to be joy ned, Gal. 6. 10. This is | fi 
to live according to the Will of God, 1 Pet. tt 
4. 2. And to walk circumſpeRly, redeeming |: ſc 
the time, Eph. 5.15, 17. - 


2. When we are truly careful to make np & 
formernegligence with double diligence, re-. 
deeming the time, we recover our loſs 2 
Time, according to this Phraſe, ſeemeth tot. 
be taken Captive, and we mult redeem it. n 


„ * 


her Redem _ are made by Ouicquid' erar- 
purchaſe; to redeem a a | 
n: ; retro eſt; mor, 

to A thing, is to buy it for a „et. Sen. i 

the price; the price we re- pg io 

Day fleem it with is labour, P 

or travel, faithful and ſerious diligence, and 

oc. greater activity and vigour in the proſecuti 


ſeriouſneſs hath been wanting in one day or 
duty, is made up, and ſupplied in the next 
ere this is the way to repair our ſad Soul-damages 


au- For the time paſt of our lives may ſuſſice 14 ra__ 


rue Have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 1 Pet 
to 4. 3. Chriſtians, our fins have been man 
9%. and mighty, but our ſervices few and mean 
8. «therefore, put the beſt Leg before. Be not 


he as the Sluggard, like the Door upon the Hin 


ay joiceth to run his Race. The hand of the di 
7 tigent maketh rich, Prov. 10. 4. I heard of 
one who being a Priſoner in a dark Dungeon 
when the light was brought to him for a lit 
2 tle time to eat his Diet, would pull out his 
Bible, and read a Chapter, ſaying, He could 
is find his mouth in the dark, but not read in 
. the Dark. An Argument that he made Con- 
©: ſcience of redeeming his Time. Sirs, to be 

z watchful, diligent, laborious, in the faithful 

improvement of. all your Time, Talents, 
p& Gilts, Graces, is the thing here intended. 
The Precept is for labour, Zuke 13. 24. 
. 2 Pet. 1. 10. And the diligent in duty hath 
the promiſe of Glory, Heb. 11.6. To them 
who by patient. continuance in well doing, ſeek 
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ty, ons of our Duty. When what of time o „ 


39, ges, but as the Sun in the Heavens, that re¶ 
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for Glory and Honour, and Immortality, and Re e7 
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2. What time muſt be redeemed? Pet. 


— -7/. All Time. mat 
. Time is fo precious, that not any of it muſt 1 1 
be loſt. The whole time of our Life muſt be 4, | 
imployed either about our Souls in the fer- ill 
vice of God, or in the Works of our Callings, y 


or in order thereunto. Particularly, kno 
1. The time of Touth. | 8 
2. The time of Health and Strength. com 
3. The time of Afittion. | Chil 
4. The time of the Goſpel. E 


J. The time of the Sabbath, or the Lords and 
# day in ſpecial muſt be redeemed. be. 
U Firſt, The time of Touth muſt be redeemed. ghir 
The great God ſtands much upon Priority, and 
to have the firſt and beſt : The firſt ripe znd 
Fruits, the firſt that openeth the Womb. O 'gpe 
krhen offer the //aac of thy youth, the ſpring Fin 
and flower of thy age to God, and ſtay not als 
until the evil day. Begin firſt with him from Lor 
& whom thou hadſt thy being, go about the kin, 
great affair and work of thy dear and never- Jing 
dying Soul, before thou doſt ingulf thy ſelf 
in the Cares of this World. Reſolve to pre- 
| ſent the firſt ripe fruits to that good and gra- 
cious God, who deſireth the firſt ripe fruits. 
In the bright morning of thy Life, match thy | 
ſeeif to the King of Glory, and become his 
Bride, before thou art defloured, and defiled 
by Sin and the World. If the Celeſtial Seeds 
of Grace be ſown in the morning, the plea- 
ſant and ſweet Flowers ſpringing out of thoſe 
| Seeds, 


9 


and $eeds, will invite the Lord Jeſus to come an- 
"walk in his Garden, Cant. 5. I. If thou wouldſt 


the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, let him 


that made the Houſe, be the firſt and chicf 
vſt'Sihabitant, and ſuffer not thine Heart to be 
de an Habitation for Dragons and Devils, wuich 
er, will be thy undoing to all Eternity. | 
5Y 7 You young Men, and young Women, 
Inow, that the infinitely gracions God holds 
Hut the golden Scepter, and inviteth you to 
come unto him. The ruddy David, the 


child Samuel, the young Timothy, God calls, | 


„Sam. 1. II, 12. 1 Sam. 3. 10. 1 Tia. 4. 12. 
7's and the ſooner you come, the better it will 

be. Say then, this inſt int; Behold we come; 
d. thine we are ; thine we will be; come now 
V and take thine own: God will accept you, 
Pe nd take it kindly, his Arms and Boſom is: 

pen to you, Fer. 2. 2, 3. I remember the 
1g F:-naxeſs of thy Youth, the love of thine Eſpou- 
ot als, when the firft fruits was halineſs to the 
m Lord. If you would have the reſpe& and 
ze Kindneſs of a God, offer unto him the firſt- 
r- ings of the Flock, Gen. 4. 4. viz. Thy youth- 


ns or Cripples, were tendered to the King; 
For Service, he would not accept them, 
5. 1 Sam. 14. 52. Mal. 1. 8, 13, 14. Davigghton 
gis youth, and Joſiah while he was young, be- 
5 Fan to ſeek the Lord, Pſal. 71. 17. 2 Chron. 


race in the morning of your Age, it will 
ake the deeper root and impreſſion upon 
gur hearts, and cauſe you to bring forth: 
— 95 fruit 


t al days. If a company of aged feeble Per- 


34. 3. Young Men, if you receive the Seed of 
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S ö E 


[trait in old Age. Cloth will keep colour bet 
#hat is died in the Wool, and the Veſſel will L 
ent longeſt of that Liquor with which it is f. 
&rſt ſez ſoned, Prov. 22, 26. O then Remy: Wat 
ber thy Creator in the Days of tly Youth, V 
Eccleſ. 12. 2. Ati 
2. The time of Health and Strength is to be 11 
improved: You that are now ſtrong and' 8 
lively, mult not expect to be ſo always: You 4 
*as well as others, muſt count upon Diſeaſes, 3 t. 
Sickneſs, Weakneſſes, which will confine you © 
to your Houſes, Chambers and Beds : Now,. 
| then, while your ſtrength and health of Bo.“ 
dy, and natural Vigour is continued, be mind. 
2 5 . 24. ful of your work and time. * © 
FF The greateſt duties and 7 
# 1 Cor. 9. 24, 25. difficulties in H — WR 
| Ephel. 6. 12: er e ie Heavens m 5 
1 Tim. 6. 12. are let forth by ſtriving, b 
0 wreſtling, fighting, run-,/ * 
ning, which requires the beſt of our time, 10 
and moſt of our ſtrength. Can a ſick and 
welk Man run ſo faſt as to obtain, or ſo 
E ftrive and conflict as to overcome, judge ye: & 
King Saul choſe the ſtrong and valliant for 4 
his Service. Tis the ſtrong muſt run the © 
race, Pſal. 19. 4. and the young, muſt over- 
eome the evil one, 1 John 2. 14. If a Man had 7 
a buſinè ſs of great concernment, or matter © 
of life and death that required time, ſtrength} ©! 
and diligence, forthe doing of it, and ſhould # © 
omit it until he were ſtricken in Years, or till ff 
ſickneſs or weakneſs invade him; every one ef 
would be ready to charge him with folty. : 6 


0 


* Sw, 
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oh | 3 lb a 
beſt If a: Carrier amongſt many front ſtron 
wilt ZHorſes; had one poor lame, ſick Horſe; an 
it is ſhould lay the burden of the greateſt weig 
n. and worth upon that poor, weak Jade; w 
17%. would conclud2 that either he was cruel, 0 

that he wanted the underſtanding of a Mar 
be This is our caſe, the great affair of immort; 
and Souls: requireth time, ſtrength, diligence 
on and alf little enough. And ſhall we charg nl 
ſes, # the whole ſtreſs of our everlaſting ſtate up 
„ou ona few days ſickneſs and weakneſs, befor 
ow, our death? Gol forbid, Eccleſ. 12.3, 4. 
80 3. The time of afflichion muſt be redeeme 
nd. Chriſtians, in the way of adverſity we mu 
ue,” - conſider, Eccleſ. 7. 14. It was the time on 
ind Jacob's Trouble, when the Apoſtle exhorte unnn_ 
ay 4 Believers to redeem the Time: God ſpeakWM 
58,0 by his Rod, as well as by bis Werd; to bot 
an., Wiich we muſt have an ear. God ſometime 
1e, ; teaches his, as Gideon the Men®6f Succoth 
nd Judges 1. 16. with Thorns and Bryers of the 
ſo Wildernefs. Let the afffi- 851 r 
e: Rion be of what kind or OO +: ©_— 
or degree ſoever, either up- _ lucis Lucth nl 
he on our Perſons, Names, al. 94. 12. 
er. Eftates, Families, Church or Kingdom, yea 
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if A 6. 4. Thi 


—_ aw l ; 4 
- jt 4. Tue time of the Goſpel muſt be redeen: 
N a. Goſpel time is our ſpiritual e and . 
= . it is notorious foliy to 
WW Wat. 4. 6. 2 Tim. ſleep or loiter in bs Fe: 
10. Ezek. 13. 8. ae e Og the 
8.16.51. 1. eie 
John 0. 16 Goſpel is time indeed, 
1 ET. l Vit, a time of light, a2 
time of love, a time of life, a time of liberty. 
Now the Trumpet of Jubilee ſoundeth, and 
mn Debts and Mortgages may be taken up 
ind releaſed. Here's goa for the poor Cap- 
i ves, and the opening of the Priſon to them | 
bat are bound. Tis now an accepted time, a 
ey cf ſalvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. a time to accept, 7 
pra time to be accepted, a golden and glorious |: 
Ens acceptum, me indeed. Behold, 
a . is a broad | 
Pr rempus accept abi- ro 118 
.. Beza ine. and clear way to his +l 
_ TE Mercy-ſeat, the flaming .' 

Pword is gone, the Partition-wall is down, 
u Bars and Gates are removed, an Act of p 
Undemnity is proclaimed, and there is a 
free admiſfion for all to come and be ſayed; 8 
Pardons are ready, J. 45, 6, 7. 4 
Sinners, your dear Lord Jeſus, the great 
peace- maker, is now an important Suitor un- 01 
i to your periſhing Souls, namely, an invi- xi 
ting, knocking, waiting, promiſing Chriſt, 
HOuod niet gratiaex #70: 1. 22. 9. 4. 6. $ 
Wigratia Dei eſt, gti 92 72 2. Mat. 1 1. 28. | q 
conſtituit rebus omnibus eee 4 . 
nmomenta, ut oblat am oc- 15 7 + 6 26-006. KH! = 4 
* 9 opened, and offered I 
1 | to 
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'$ ſale upor eaſie terms, wit heut money and 
it hout price, Ia. 55. 1. Rev. 3. 17. O mak 
ed and come, make the purchaſe, buy the 


la Pearl of Price that's better than Rubies, and 
the Jou ſhall have a Treaſure in Heaven. The: 
ed, Rvour of God, precious Blood, white Ray 
„ 2 Went, tried Gold, and. the eternal Life of 


ty. Four never-dying Souls is worth the having: 
Pe alſo, that now the Holy Ghoſt calls 
ind offers his aſſiſtance to cloꝶ the Bargain, 
o tye the Marrizge-knot between Chriſt and 
Four Souls, Heb. z. If you loſe this oppor- 
Junity, you may never have the like. The Spi- 
pt, F.t and the Bride ſaith come, Rev. ult. 17. 
us F. The time of the Sabbath or Lord's day 
id, muſt be redeemed: We muſt have a ſpeciab 
ad gare of ſanctifying that day, it being the Sab- 
is bath of the Lord our God. This golden day 
ag from morning to night maſt be ſpent in the 
n, ſervice and worſhip. of our Lord, either in 
publick, private, or ſecret Duties, and no part 


bt it muſt be loſt. Take 7 + ä 
FS K. liberty upon that 5 3 
bay for frothy, vain, 3.,1.:5"g_bis Hel 
unprofitable Diſcourſe %% Servant, confeſa 
pr Recreations; or to [7,3,1,,4 þis Rabl. 
i- xide, buy, (ell, or work. breaking made way | 
„ £ piareadful, God-pro-. for all bis other pros 
. Woking Sin of Sabbath- I atone Shs 4 
. breaking, is a Sin in-fi- | 1 . 


* 


+ ſhion; hundreds in this Nation ſerve the De- 
vil more upon the Lord]s day than any other 
days. Then Men are at leiſure to ſerve the 
Deyil, and ſatisſie their Luſts, and. go 1 


T 
r 


14 by. 
| Rie-houſe, or to exerciſe theniſelves i in Sport; 
nd Paſtimes. O that Magiſtrates; - Miniſters, 
Maſters of Families, and Parents, wou 
ook to it, Neh. 13. 17. The Lord of the 
abbath commanded thee, that thou and thy 
Pon, thy Daughter, thy Man 8 and i k 
pithin thy Gate, keep that day hol | g 
The Sabbath is calied a holy ( onvoration, F 
ev. 23. 2. and the Lord of the day is an in- 
finitely holy, juft and jealous God. The Sab 
bath heretofore was called Regina dierum, the 3 
Queen of days; in the New Teſtament it' 0 
10 called The Lords-day, Rev, 1. 10. a day in p. 
which we Commemorate te greateſt mercy, ſt 
1 iz. the glorious Reſur rect ion of our crucif. I 
We: Lord, and that which the pureſt Chri-, 4} 
ſtians in "the pureſt Times did carefully ob- 5 t! 
Wſcrve. 0 
„ 1 In the Primitive Times, a ſerious and ſtrict t. 
obſervation of the Lords day, was a trial or 
. badge of Chriſtianity. When the queſtion was 
£ propounded, Ser vaſti Dominicum? Haſt thou 5 
kept the Lords: day? The anſwer was retur- 
ved, Chriſtianus ſum, intermittere non poſſum, © 
5 I am a Chriſtian, and cannot inter mit it. lt 
Vas 4 faying of an eminent Divine, that he 
would judge of a Man's Religion according [? 
to the reverence and care he had in keeping 
- Sabbath. CR you are to keep 6 
Q your ord's Reſt V per form the holy Du | 
ties his wor fh p cheerfulty, reverently, | 
= Wat y, John 4 . IH. ever you think to 
8 cetebrite! an eternal Sabbath with God in 
i Glory, de careful of this Duty. To enforce | 
it, conſider, 1. How | 
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1 
a 
7 
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Ne 
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POrt'$ 1. How e ſtrictly the Holy God impofe th: 
erg it, and to what end it is: Remember the Sa 
OullWarh to kerp it holy, Exod. 20 8. This Ble 
the ed day for communion with God, is to bi 
! thy Sremeditated upon before it cometh; there 
'4 a! Fore in the evening before the Sabbath, let al 
pour neceſſary occaſions be done up, tha 
ion, you may have nothing but what becomet! 
1 1 the work of that day. Be like David's good 
Sab. Man, Pal. 112. 5- Ordering your affairs with 
the Fd;/cretion, eſpecially your ſpiritual affairs. 
Its you expected the company of ſome worth 
ia, Friend would you be found in a fluttiſh po 
"Cy, ſture, or (weeping and cleaning yon un 
cin. Houſes on that day and all out of order? O 
hr.“ the Lord's day you ſhall vementiy expecun 
ob- the approach and preſence of the King © 
„ Glorv, thercfore make all ready to ente 
e ſtain him. = 
or 2. Remember the excellent Epithets and 
as Titles of this bleſſed day; it is called a High 
o day, a Holy day, the Holy of the Lord, H 
- + nourable, Ia. 58. 13. Therefore let it be re 
+ 1 
, deemed, loſe no more Sabbaths . Mi 
3. Conſider the bleſſings and ſont benefit 
of that day, if it be rightly obſerved. It i 
your Lord's Market-day, in the which yo 
have the precious Oyl, the golden Mines, andilf 
P 7 Treaſure of Grace opened that day. There 
are ſpiritual dainties for your hungry fouls Mf 
„to which you are by Chriſt invited that.day an 
o Ia. 54. 1. The Holy Ghoft doth breath and 
blow that day, by the ſecret and ſweet gale n_ 
„ whereof, Saints mount up towards m—_ ——_ 


r 
e 


he great God comes down, and gracion “ 
ouls aſcend that day, Rev. f. 10. And th: 
Founuchs that keep God's Sabbaths have the 
Promife of a Name in his Houſe fer ever, Ia. 
6. 4, 5- | might add the ſevere threatnings, 'f 
Ind God's fingular Fudgments upon the Pro- 
haners of the Sabbath or Lord's day. The f 
lan that was found gathering Sticks upon & 
he Sabbath-day, by an immediate com- & 
hand from God was ſtoned to death, 
vam. 15. 32, 34 35 36. 
How Fime muſt be redeemed. ; 
By taking. aud improving all opportunities 
for the glorifying of God. | 
By laying hold on the preſent time, and now 
day of Grace for fettling and ſecuring your 
everlaſting State. 
Zy improving the preſent means of grace, for 
your ſpeedy growth in Grace. | 
By doing all the good you can to others while © 
u may. 
By labouring to keep: up conſtant communion | 
with God in holy Duties. 
Zy improving every providence and out ward 
- croſs. for inward and ſpiritual aduantages. 
„ By .cafting up your accounts every day, that 
Jon may make even with Ged. | 
q. By labouring to order every days work in xe- 
_ ference to your laſt day; That having fi- 
%a your work,; you may be fit to leave. ant 
h | Eb ori. 1% 61: 
. By taking: and impromiug all accaſions for. 8 
_ h:-g/or1fyingof God: Dear Chriſtians, this is ct 
pour Father's Buſineſs, and the great. Errand ri 
bor which you had your being. You Þ 
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ions You were ory ber new-born to ſerve 
the Me intereſt of the holy | 
ch: Bhd bleſſed God in the Pes gar 
1/:, Morld; this is that glo- „% mprum C.1vini_ 
gs, Vous end for which zu lo. . 
ro- you ſhould ſpend your 0 
The Hrength and time, and lay out your ſelves to 
on the very utmoſt. That which is the chief ln 
m- end of your life, viz. To diſplay and propa- nl 
th, gate God's Glory in the World, muſt not be nd 
Mecgleted; other things are infinitely inferi- 
or, and muſt be ſubordinated unto this. For 
ies the thoughts and deſigns of ſerving the inte- 
Feſt of your Lord, is that which you{[muft 
am de always driving on in this evil World. God 
ur "Expects it. Thou Salt have no ot he Gods before ll 
be, Exod. 20. 3. God will be exalted in the ee 
heart, and in our life too. I will be glorified, 
Kith the Lord, before all the People, Lev. 
10. 3. One way or other, the great Creator 
will have Glory by all his Creatures. God made 
5 "all things for himſelf, the World to be viſt- 
ble and wonderful Declaration of his exce 
gent Glory, ſo that it is his due debt; Pſal. 29. 
. 0, 2. Pſal. 96. 8. Give unto the Lord the Glory | 
t Wue unto his Name, to walk with God in our 
Whole courſe, to deſign his glory, is the 
prime mark of our Saint-ſhip and Sincerity. 
his is the white in the Mark we ſhould aim 
gat, the thing we ſhould purſue reſolutely, 
Fvigoroully, with all our Might. Whether 
ge pray, or preach, or read, or hear, or | 
celebrate Sabbaths, or converſe, exhort, or 
, Ereprove, or indeed buy, ſell, plow, ſow, eat, 
|; 1 | drink, 
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gdrink, let it not be done for the World, 9 
the intereſt of the Fleſh : We ſhould hav 
ſuch a high eſteem of God, and ſuch ſtrong. 
deſires and ſtrong affections to him, that ti Ho. 
pleaſing, praiſing, and magnifying of Godi 
gall our ways, might be our main endeavour, 
& - Chriſtians, you are choſen out of th @ 
World to be God's Witneſſes; if you do no 
& appear for God, his Honour and Intereſt i 
none will: A ( faith the Holy Apoſtle \& 
Peel their own, Phil. 2. 21. but you are % 
deny and keep under Self, which is direQizg 
i oppoſite to the honour of your God. Wicks 
ed Men are bold and reſolute in a way d Pot 
Wa Sin, to bear up the Intereſt of the Prince o tha 
= Darkneſs, and will not you be as active fo! Bf; 
= the Intereſt of your Lord? The Martyn ge: 

== would rather die than diſnonour God, Who 
burning with Zeal to God's Glory, woult4 
es glorifie him in the very fire: God hath made: 
vou honourable, Ja. 43. 4. being Kings and 01 
Prieſts, and inrolled you amongſt the. firſt 
born that are written in Heaven. You have 
a place in his heart, and a name in his houſe, pf. 
= you are veſſels of honour, and ſhall be ho pi! 
gnoured, that we might be the glory of his Grace; Bo 
= Your everlaſting Father hath marked you, Ki 
and ſet his ſtamp and ſeal upon you, and put Ri 
WEE principle of life within you, that ye might 52 
love him, and live unto him. The Man that, 
I refuſed to bear up his deceaſed Brother's Sw 
Nane, Deut. 25. . was to have his face ſpit kr 
ona in the face of the Congregation. But Inc 
fame and everlaſting contempt will be up- ol 
| on 
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bs, 1 | 
their faces, that will not ſtand up for the 
Knour of the holy God, Dar. 12. 2. Chri- 
Hans, tis the Sin that reflects diſhonour on 
at ta od's Name, therefore allow it not in your 
od i ves, and prevent it what you can in others, 
Dur. Remember your time, and redeem God's 
f th Nerd your days are evil, and you have but 
> ng few days for this Work, do it and God 
Pill own you and advance you to a King- 
m. 

Beloved in the Lord, though you differ in 
Mather things, agree in this to glorifie God 
n Earth, that you may with one mind and one 
youth glorifie God, Rom. 15. 6. Every one 
e 0that's godly, crying out with holy David, 


tytfer us exalt his Name together, 1 Cor. 10. 32. 
Ph. 14. Epheſ. 1. 6. As many as are perfect 

hill be thus minded, Plal. 3. : 

2. By laying hold upon the preſent time, or 

ang hom day of Grace for the ſettling and 2 
our everlaſting State, or Bleſſed 


ou, Kingdom of God, Mat. 6. 33. and take the 
but Kingdom of Heaven with violence. Mat. 12. 
zit g 2. Let me die the death of the Righteous, or, 
nat ¶ord have mercy on me when you come to die, 
will not do, Numb. 22. 10. Mat. 25. 11. And 
pit Know Sinner, it muſt be done in this thy day, 
ut now or never, Luke 19. 42. While the door 
p· of Grace is open, before the Bridge be drawn, 
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: fol ſal. 34. 3. O magnifie the Lord with me, and 
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and Mercy gone, Ja. 55.6. this muſt be done. 
. By complying with the preſent Call of the 
v Goſpel, in cloſing immediately with Jeſus} 
Chriſt, and in giving and in reſigning your B/ 
_ pclvcs wholly unto him. This is that one # © 
ching neceſſary, that muſt be done ſpeedily, ®, 2 
to ſecure your Souls, to provide for their ever- he 
Blaſting welfare. Therefore do not procraſti- na! 
nate or delay it for a World. Tis thy grand n c 
2 affair, that muſt make thee or mar thee to 
eternity. He that believes, ſhall be ſaved, he md! 
64. believes not, is condemned already, Joh. Hel 
2 | 7 
. 36. Joh. 8. 24. Joh. 1. 12. If you do not © 
io imbrace the Lord Jeſus upon the great 
ad glorious terms of the Gofpel, you will as 
eertainly be damned, as if you were in Hell 
mongſt the Devils already, 2 The. 1. 8, 9. 45 
6. 2. 3, 18. You that want Chriſt, will . 
ou welcome Chriſt, faying with the Soul, 10 
Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, enter thou 7 
ing ofGlory, ?/al.24.7. Thine is the King- 
Nom, take the Throne, ſit upon the chiefeſt 1. 
Chariot, take up thy lodging in my Heart | ho 
or ever, and ſulfer not the dead Child to lie I,” 
n the place of the living Child; and a dead 


— 


EV orld, and damnable Luſts, where my Lord 
ould lodge; O bleſſed day and happy hour, 
in which the Heir of Heaven, and periſhing 
inners meet, and are married! Here is a 
Match for you! will you renounce all others, 
in, the Devil, and carnal Companions, and 
oy your ſelf to the Prince of Life? ſpeak 
the word, and the work is done; open the 
door, and he will certainly come in, 3 


ne 


wy 


of her Goods. Sinners, your danger is great, 


E Cor. 7. 10. Luke 13.3. Therefore labour | 
To know the plague of thy Heart, 1 Kings 
B. 28. and plow up the fallow ground; ſow | 
In tears, and ſet n 

this day be ended, this Sermon ended, left it 


&.cvel, Rev. 2.21. 1 gave her ſpace to:repent, 
nd ſhe repented not; and ſo God's Fury came 
Forth like fire, and burnt, and none can quench 


1211 


Make np his abode for ever. All that the Fa- 5 | 


her hath given him, ſhall come to him; and 
im that cometh he will in no wiſe caſt out, 
7oh. 6. 37. Rev. 3. 20. Iſa. 26. 13. 1/4. 44. 5. 


> Cor. 8. 5. Acts 16. zo. 


2. By repenting without delay. This is : 


5 the ſecond great work, in which you muſt nn 
make ſpeed; for until this be done, you are 
3 


In danger every moment of droping down to 
hell. Remember the fad ſtory of the Wo. 


jan, who when her Houſe was on fire, had 
er Child burning while ſhe was ſaving ſome | 


your opportunities are flying, fly you as faſt, We 
Let me ſay to thee as the Angel to Lot, Gen. 
I9. 16, 17. When in danger of being burned, ne 


7.50, 20s WE 


ſeape for thy life, ftay not leſt thou be conſu- Wl 
ned, The Life and Salvation of thy Soul can- 
not be ſecured without this, Acts 11. 18. 1 


e 
Wh f * ; 2 


out it this inſtant before 


ould be ſaid of thee as of that Woman Je- 


ty Jex. 4. 34 | % Kto.! 
3. By making it your great buſineſs to fe- 
ure an intereſt in Chriſt, getting your Evi- 
dences for Heaven bright and clear. Chriſti- 
ans, till you have gotten the Pledges and To- 
kens of Gog s love to your Souls, till you are 


: us 


22 


{ aſſured of the Truth of your Faith, and th 
ſincerity of your Repentance, and hereby or 
the pardon of Sin, and of your Intereſt in th@hd 
—_ or Jeſus, you can have little comfort ie 
& your Souls or boldneſs towards God. ThereWMl, 
fore, with might and main, work out your 
Salvation, PHil. 2. 12. Make your Calling ailfhe 
Election ſure, that upon certain grounds vor. 
may ſay as the Church, Lam. z. 24. The Lohe 
3s my portion ſaith my Soul, Doubtleſs thou arr 
our Father, Ia. 63. 16. Or as holy Job in hits 
deepaffliction, Job 19. 25. I know my RedeenWo 
liveth: I am thine, ſave me, Pſal. 119. g1file: 
Truly I am thy ſervant, I am my Beloved Ha. 
and my Beloved is mine, Cant. 2. 26. Chriſhei 
ſtians, this aſſuring Faith, is attainable, praſdri 
for it, and vigoroully preſs after it, that yoWhe 
may be ſealed up unto the day of RedemptW® c 
on, that ſo an entrance may be miniſtred unit 
to you, into the everlaſting Kingdom of oufpo 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Per. 1. IW. 
11. And O! how well have they redeemed. 
their precious Time, that have ſecured theiYre 
never dying Souls. Know this, That aſſhe 
rance requires both diligence and perſev 3 
rence; therefore you muſt be nat 12 
the uſe of means, and lay hold on every orftra 
rtunity of enjoying the Goſpel. This ore 
rd commendeth in Mary, calling her at$on 
tendance on the Word preached, a chuſingdin 
the good part, Luke 10. 42. there you wile 
taſte the Chryſtal Streams, and view tho 
Golden Mines of ſound Doctrine, and Well br. 


gf Salvation. This is the place of * Nec 
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{1 thWonders where the dead are raiſed, the Le- 
by offers cleanſed, the Eyes of the Blind opened, 
n th@hd the Devils eje&ed ; Goſpel Ordinances We 
t ie the Golden Galleries where the King of ne 
hereGlory walketh; the Bed where immortal Wn 
youWbuls are begotten unto God, and in which 
anke broken Hearts do travel till Chriſt be | 
s voſwrmed in them. Through theſe golded Pipes, 
[.orhe Water of Life is poured out upon thirſty | 
 a!Fanting Souls, for the chearing of their Spi- 
n hifits. Here is the Doctrine preached, and 
ereYords whereby thou muſt be ſaved, Act, 10. 
ßere Chriſt's Mother found him, it being the 
1cd'Wace where the Bridegroom and the Bride 
-hriſheet and ſolace themſelves together. Do not 
pradrſake the ſolemn Aſſemblies, remember what 
 yoEhomas loſt by being abſent when Chriſt came. 
1pt@ come to the Poſts of Wiſdom's Doors, and 
| unFyith empty Pitchers ſet your ſelves under the» We 
f oufIpouts of the Sanctuary. Tis upon theſe all 
. 10Vaters the Angel moves, and Souls are hea- | 
med. This is the School where all God's Chil- 
heiYren are taught of God, and inſtructed unto 
aſſahe Kingdom of God. 
ſeve 3. By improving the preſent means of Grace 
t iſyr your ſpeedy growth in Grace, that ſo the 
- offtrain of Muſtard-ſeed might become a great 
ou ree, Mat. 13.52. The Chriſtian's Courſe is 
r atYompared to a Race, a Walk, to the Mor- 
\1nÞing light, 1 Cor. . 24. Rom. 8. I. and there- 
wifgore you muſt go on, and be progreſſive whilſt 
thou live. Believers ſhould be as greedy of 
/ellgrace as the Men of the World are of Gain, 
en Vue one grainof Grace is more worth chan Bp 
an} © | «az 
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an houſe full of Gold, yea, better than Rubied 
You are compared to Stars, to fruitful Tree 


5 
1 
. 


| 


] 
; | planted by the Rivers of Water, and yo 
mould gliſter and ſhine in this dark -Nigh 
af Helliſh Prophaneneſs, and live down 


* 
* 


and convince this accuſed debauched Gene 


| ration. The Trees of the Lord ſhould , 


full of Sap, P/al. 104. 16. being grafted ing 
to the true Olive, and under the {wee 
des of Heaven, you ſhould flouriſh in thi 


Courts of the Lord, and bring forth fruit 


in old age, P/zl. z. 12, 13, 14. Chriſtiany 

keep your Lamps burning, and hold og 

your way, that the day of grace may Wa 

| ſtronger and ſtronger. Make no ſtop, bu 

| ſtrain to get and keep before, that you ma 
win the prize. Growth in Grace is require! 
of the higheſt Gyant, as well as of the lows 

it Dwarf in Grace. They ſay of the Crocol 
dile, he groweth as long as he liveth; an 
when he ceaſeth to grow he ceaſeth to live 
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who can hardly keep Life and Soul together; 
being like the door upon, the hinges, Prov. 26 

14. and why, but becauſe they are come to! 
pitch, and paſt grow th, as ſoon as ſprung uf! 
above ground. If there be the truth of Grace 

there will be an endeayour after the-ftrengt! 
of Grace, where there is life, there is growth 
2, Pet. 2. 2. The path of the juſt is as! the vii 
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How many poor creeping Chriſtians are therdh - 
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175 275 that ſbineth more and more auto tht 
Prov, 4+ 18. Sis, up, and he GO. 
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wowledge, Temperance z to Temperance, Pa- 
ence; to Patience, Godlineſs, that ye be nei 
Je, barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of | 
Vigh Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. Be ye there- | 
OWNS /tedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
NW work of the Lord. And if ye do theſe things, 
bi hall never fall, 1 Cor. 15, verſe laſt, 2 Pet. 
5. 65 7. 8. : 
We 1. By doing all the good we can to others, 
hile we have opportunity. As we have there- 
Pre opportunity, let us do good unto all 
Lian len, Hereby we imitate that character of Di- 
. 01 ine Goodneſs, Pſal. 119. 68. Thou art goed, | 
Mud doft good. Let every one pleaſe his neighs | 
by ur for his good to edification, Rom. 15. 10. 
maß heſe four ways we muſt do good to others; | 
ul 1. This muſt be done eſpecially in your 
LOW milies, to them that are more immediate- 
oor under your charge, and for whom vod 
anqpuſt ſhortly give an account to the dreadful | 
liveßſugge of Quick and Dead. If Chriſt be come 
ner thy heart, let Religion be ſet up in thy We 
herſhouſe without delay. If thou art really gra- 
« 20Yous, be relatively good ſeeking the profit of 
ro Thany, that they may be ſived, 1 Cor. 10. 33. 
g Mrs, if you would not be guilty of Soul- 
aceMlood, Soul- murder, reſolve to ſet up the 
8gFVorſhip of God in your Families, and let 
yilamily-work ſtoop to Family-Worſhip. En- 
#fffeavonr to teach thy 72 52 7 7 and Ser- 
ants, to know, obey, and ſerve the Lord 
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ve Bim. If you are the Children of FHithfil 

ta ham, do as he did, and walk in his path, 
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John 8. 39. The holy heart-ſearching Gol 
witneſſeth of Abraham, Gen. 18. 19. 1 Ana 
Hin, that he will command his Chicdren, ail 
his Houſnold after him, and they fhall ke 
the way of the Lord. Tis a great truſt to hay 
the charge and truſt of Souls; therefore || 
not your Children and Servants live as the 
liſt, but command them out of the ways 
Sinz Which will certainly bring them to Hel 
O that Parents and Maſters of Familie 
would take up holy Joſhual's reſolution, Jo 
24. 15. As for me and my houſe, we will ſer 
the Lord. But on the contrary, many een} 
as.it were, to have baniſhed God and the Pr; 
ice of Piety out of their Houſes, as if Paren 
and Children, Maſters and Servants we! 
reſolved to ſerve the Devil and to go to He! 
John 8. 44. The neglect of Family- Duties 
a dreadful and provoking Sin, and that (as 
godly Miniſter ſaid) which will untile ti 
Houle, and cauſe God to rain Curſes upon tt 
Table. Read and tremble at the Prophets iu 
precation, Jer, 10. 25. Pour out thy fury ” 
on the Heathen that know thee not; and up 
the Families that call not on thy Name. Ho! 
many prayerleſs Husbands do give occaſion t 
their Wives to ſay to them, as Zipporah 
her Husband, Exod. 4. 25. A bloody Hugsban 
art thou to me. Your Wives, Children, Sl 
vants will ſadly bewail it, and cry out livin 
r dying; Oh that ever we were married 
Koc Husbands, born of ſuch Parents, bout 
to ſuch Maſters that had no regard to ſer! 
God, or care of Souls: If you are nba | 
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of hirſty, was not carefuli of haſting to the 
By Heat, becauſe he preferred the opportunity. Wl 
2 FIT 2 ſave E-- : 


i 


Gol 


Je good of their precious Souls, Act 10. 


s, where, where is your pity and bowels 


5 ben bout doing good, Acts 10. 38. He im- 
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du and your Relations, it will grieve you to "| 
e Heart, that you did no more to further 


0 n 
2. By taking all occaſions, where- ever you 
e, or come, to further the Converſation of 
?riſhing Sinners. If you have taſted that the 
ord is Gracious, and are taken out of the | 
on Furnace as Fire brands, out of the burn- 


Souls in peril? Can you be contented to 
> happy, Jude 22. and to go to Heaven alone, 
d not endeavour by your Prayers, Councils 


Id Examples, to perſwade and draw others | 
to Heavens way? Wicked Men are active 
Pr the Devil, who like Snails, leave their 


me behind them, where-ever they come ?: 


ze other, and ſo furthering their Damnation.” | 
Vhat multitudes do you ſee weltering in 
zeir: Blood, and making poſt haſt to Hell, 
hoſe. deſperate and deplorable caſe ſhould - 


Neite your compaſſion, and cauſe you to 
Peak a word in ſeaſon for their Salvation? 


our dear: Lord, Wwhom you ſhould imitate, 


roveth his opportunity, (John 4) to con- 


5 RI + ING N e Ra od I TERITN 
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deed, let a conſtant courſe of reading the | 5 1 
Word, Catechiſing and Prayer be kept np in 
ur Houſes, for when Death hath ſeparated 


dare emptying the poy ſon of Sin one into 


ert à notorious Sinuer; though weary and 


a fave her. When at your Tables, or buying. 
t or ſelling, or travelling, opportunity may hi ; 

taken to ſpeak of God, and the things of God, 
and to leave ſome Conviction upon the Com p 
{ 
[ 


l f 

1 

5 * 

« ] 
| 


pany. Thus Philip falling in with the Eunuchs 
whilſt he was riding on his way home ward 
| from Jeruſalem, cloſed with him, and was 1 . 
Inſtrament to ſave the Soul of him he never * 
„ ſiw before, Ad, 8. And by the heaventy dis“ 
i courſe which dropped from the mouth of M“ 
Carter, Paſtor of Braivford in Suffolk, a Gen. 
tlewoman was converted while ſhe was wait.“ 
ing on him in his Chamber, warming his Bed. 
A word ſpoke in ſeaſon, through God's Ble. 
ſing, may fave 4 Soul; and it is our Duty to en 
deavour it. Mr. Ignatius Forden of Exeter, 
was exceeding inſtrumental this way; Who 
would go from houſe to houſe to put his Neigb- 
bours in mind of their Souls concern. Holy; 
David was not afraid or aſhamed to ſpeak off 
God before Kings, and to tell what God had} 
done for his Soul: and, ſaid he, 7 will react 
tranſgreſſors thy ways, and ſinners ſhall be con- 
verted unto thee, Pl. 5 1. 1 3. for, he that convert 
eth a ſimier from the evil of his ways Hall ſavi 
4 ſoul from death. Jam. 5. 20. When at any 
time your Neighbours are ſick, and under the A 
= | hand of God, take that opportunity to vilit,. 
| 
1 


— 


o 
* 
N 
- 
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them, to pat them in mind of Death and ſudg , 
ment, and to make them ſenſible of the ne- 
cedſſity of Faith and Repentance, withou 

_ which there can be no hope of Heaven. Outſſ p. 

FProverb as, to ftirike while the rom is hot, Up an 

o a:Bgdi of a „ 

| 4 2 | en 


1 


via, len in the Face, they ſeem ſerious and fit to 
mogeceive the lmpreilion of faithful Counſel for 


8 041 heir Souls. To which joyn ſerious prayer 3 


ever'® | E a 
_— Heb. 3. 13. And provoke one anothey un EE 


Mr. 


Bech up one another in the way to Hell; and ſhall} 
Mot Saints edifie and build up one another in 
„„ beir moft holy Faith, Rom. 14. 15, 19. 2 John 
„% F. 11. Eph. 4. 29. 1 Cor. 14. 26, Jude 20. They 
: . Nhat feared the Lord, ſpake often one to anuier, 
Mal. 3. 16, Chriſtians ought and ſhould ſpend} 
{What time in ſerious and profitable Diſcourſe, 
Sv hich others ſpend and waſte in idle and vain 
Diſcourſe. Say with the Man after God's own | 


eart, Come all you that fear God, and I wi: 
) 


wy ell you what he hath done for my Soul. That 
- which you have ſeen and heard, you muſt de- 


iuylelare one to another, 1 John 3. 3. Hereby be EC 
the helping forward towards Heaven, and com- 
77 forting one another by the comfort where- 

40 with our ſelves are comforted of God, 2 Cor. 
ne.. 4. When thou art converted ftrengthen thy Wn 
0 Brethren, Luke 22. 32. —_ 
mr, 4. We muit do good to others, by diftri- 

19 buting to their out ward wants and neceſſities, 
and hereby lay up a treaſure in Heaven, before | 

11 B 


en : | 


l 4 | | . : | ; 

our treaſure on Earth fail, and we loſe bot\Mea 
Mat. 19. 21. This is to honour the Lord wiſpir 

Ti your ſubſtance, Prov. 3. 9. This is to mal 


friends with the unrighteous Mammon, an tt 
to provide your ſelves Bags which wax nig! 
old, a Treaſure in the Heavens that faile!Men: 


not, Lu te 12. 3 3. This duty muſt not be tore 
#1 gotten, (Hes. 13. 16.) becauſe 'tis a ſowing of 
6 Seed, 2 Cor. g. 6. And it will ſpring and brin 
forth a Crop or Harveſt in this or the oth 
uit World, cel. 11. 1, 6. God will not forge 
it, Heb. 6. 10. The Lord Jeſus will certain} 
% reward it, Mat. 25. 40. A well done fron 
Chriſt hereafter, will compenſate all the Se 
vice of well donc here, Afar. 25. 31. 
J. By labouring to _ up conflant comma 
Wt on with God in all holy duties. Chriſtians, yo 
may loſe time in the very ſervice of God, | 
vou are not careful therein to converſe witivi 
him. Take heed of a ſlight Spirit in ferioaWpf 
performances. God looks upon the Heart, an 
moſt there. Some ſerious preparation is ne} 


* 


ceſſary before you approach the preſence a 
the high and only God. Joſeph ſhave! himfelgKi 


\ * 
1 
2 

4 


before he would come into Pharaoh's Preſencel 


| #1 Let your Heaven born Souls in every duty f 
wich the Love: ſick Spouſe, go out to mccif 


* 
* 
*- 18 


WE: your Lord; and take up with nothing elſe. Rin 
* | Tis not the Picture of the Husband, but that! 
preſent of the Husband that can ſatiate th 
l 4 truly loving longing Spauſe. It is a Bleſſed N 
ſight to ſee Souls working towards God, gaſp ir 
ing and panting after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, v 
AM P/al. 32. 1,2. O labour for ſuch a frame oF © 
= | Heart, 


- $01 a : 8 


; I 
bothheart, and bewail a narrow and contracted 
J wifWpirit. Do not perform Duties for Duties ſake, | 


mal as to make Duties the end of Duties: Bur 
„ an the medium, by which the Soul may draw ee 
x no zh to God, and meet with him. The coun- 1 I 
ailetMWnance and preſence of God in a Duty, is the 
e fof hery Suburbs of Glory, yea, the very Gate of 
ing Heaven, Gen. 28. 17. Let this be in thy 
brinhoughts, and the very purpoſe of thy heart il 
otheYnd expect invehemently in every acceis to 
orge Bod. Let thy Soul follow hard after God, and 


ainſſay, one thing have I defired of the Lord, that 
frog / 7 ſeek after, that I may dwell in the houſe 
Sei f the Lord all the days of ths life, Plal. 27. 4- Mf 
Pla. 84. 2. Duties are only the outward Conrt, | 
Put the form, ſhell, and carcaſs of Religion; 
s Pipes without Water, Breaſts without 
d, Milk; as Sails without Wind, or as a Body 
witehvithout Soul, that hath no Life. The increaſe 
1008bf your Grace and Holineſs depends upon 
, anWour acquaintance and communion with the | 
; neYGod of Grace. It was Moſes his being on the Wn 
e Mount, that made his face to ſhine ; and the 
ielFings being at the Table, that cauſed the 
hurches Spikenard to ſend forth the ſmell 
utyMhereof, Cant. r. 12. The preſence of the Glo- 
1ceFYrious God on a Sabbath, the preſence of God 
2. in Prayer, or at a Sacrament, will be unto | 
treFthe Soul as marrow and fitneſs, and that ne 
they which will make thy Hands to drop with We 
Ted Myrrhe, and thy Fingers with ſweet ſmell- ae 
ping Myrrhe. Thus it was with the Spouſe, | 

iti when her Beloved put in his Hand by the Hole | 

olf of the Door, Cant. F. 4,5. a 
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lil; 6. By improving every Providence, eve 4 
a Comfort, every Croſs for Goa's Glory and oWgee 
'þ j own Spiritual advantage. God doth nothin: 
in vain, for he hath a peculiar reſpect untWi! 
the Good of his People in all his Diſpenſationiur 
he doth time and meaſure, and order everifr 
dark and afflicting Providence for his Church Ho. 
ins advantage, Jer. 24. 5. Rom. 8. 24. Heb. iges 
10, 11. God's chaſtening and teaching comet 
% monly go together, therefore it is, we mull! 
. bear the Rod, and who hath appointed it, Mio! 
6.9, The Rod hath a Voice; Beaſts may fee 
tue Rod, but the Believer hears the Rodg 
$254 God's Rod ſhould make us like Aaron's Ro! 
dad, bloſſom, and to bring forth the peace:Fy- 
p ble Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12. lip 
| Now if you would be bettered by aflitionF< 
= endeavour to do three Things. At 
1. To underſtand the meaning or mind o 
God in them, for what fins committed, 0 
duties neglected they are ſent: Afflictionz 
gare God's Meſſengers, and we ſhould never. 
de at quiet till we know their Errand, Jo" 
10. 2. 2 
2. See the hand of God in all thoſe Afflicti- 
ons. 50 did David, Pſal. 29. 10. And holy 
Job 1. 21. Hoſ. 6. 1. : 2 
23. Labour to anſwer the end of God in 
WE your ſtraits and troubles, that you might be 
made more humble, more holy, more hex 
venly than before; that we may ſay and find, 
that it hath been good for us to be afflicted. 
We have as much reaſon to ſeek unto God for 
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WE. a bleſſing upon our daily Rod, as upon our 4ai- 
Bread. — 4. Time 


r 
0 . 


ever 4. Time muft be redeemed by cafting up your 
ad oifcounts every day, and ſo to make even with 
othinWod, and not get farther into his debt. This 
- untWill be the way to get acquaintance, to pro- 


tiongure a pardon, before you are called and 
everforced to an account. Secret Duties, it well 
urch gone, are the ſweeteſt Duties; and yet ſadly ne 
b. 1gegleed by Saints themſelves. - You: ſhould ne 
 ConFetire every night, and ſpend a little time in 
mul&!f-examination; and when you fit alone, 
 Micgommune with your Hearts, and call over 

v feehhe Paſſages and Actions of the, Day paſt.) 


e read, Gen. 24. 63. that IJſaac went out in 
he evening-tide to meditate; a precious Du- 
aceFy, but rarely practiſed. Chriſtians ſhould. 
. 1:Spend void ſpaces of Time in ejaculatory Pra- 
tion Fer and holy Meditation. And O how hard 

At is to aſcend this Mount of Heavenly Medi- 


Rog 


o 


1d ation! *Tis very eaſie and delightiome to 
1, of8hink of the World the pleaſures of Sin, 
tion Friends, Riches, Worldly Buſineſs; but to} 


1ditate on God, Heaven, Eternity, the in- 
ufficiency and vanity of the Creature, the | 
Pitterneſs of Sin, the certainty of death and 
;4;Wadgment, (the very inwards of Religion) 
wly@s very difficult. Before you lie down upon 
Pour Beds at night, call your ſelves to an ac-- 
| ;1Fcount by ſuch queſtions as theſe. | =_ 
t beſt 1- I have lived many years in the World 
1e2- what have I been doing all my days; Have I 
nd, anſwered the end of my being? 2. Have I had 
ed. Na holy awe of God in the midſt of my worldly ne 
for Buſineſs this day? What thoughts of Death es 
lai-· and Judgment have I had ? Where bath my We 
n Heart been? 3. How ny 
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ever 
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3. How have I performed Duties this 40 

What have been the Sins of this day, the Met 
x; * cies of this day, that I may beg the pardon 
4 & the one, and bleſs God for the other? 


i 


| 


ly 
{10k} 
4 


70 Ihe 


(4. What Aſſiſtance and Communio [ 
Al with God have J had this day in the duti# | 
Yi of his Worſhip ? Have not God and my So 
11 been STFangers this day, and many days us gc 
11 gether? 20 
Wt „What have I done or ſpoken for Ci 
4! and his glory this day, in my Family or e 1 
9 where ? Have I demeaned my ſelf like a Chi 
| pe 
| 


of God this day? This is to make Neige a 


1 our buſineſs, or to walk in the fear oft! 
Lord all the day. 
= 5 6. Improve your time by endeavouring to ol 
| der every days work with reference to your li 
2 The end of every duty, and the gre 
s bon of redeeming time lies here, namely 
it that we may be fit to die, and and befor 
God. Therefore muſt we glorifie the infinity 
only God, and make him our Friend. Henc 
It is that we muſt ſecure our Souls, ar 
ſpeedily get into Jeſus Chriſt, and grow i 
4 grace, do good to others, call our ſelves to 1 
account, and clear our Title unto Heaveny 
that all our work may be done up while it | 1 ; 
. day, and none left to do, let An cal 
| When it will. | 
The:Reaſons why our precious tle muſ 
4 be redeemed, ase, PSTGVAPS 
J Becauſe the days, are nl. 76) 
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6 75 Becauſe it is « couliderable Part of ou 
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s day Reaſon 1. Becauſe the days are evil. Thi; 
e Mes the Apoſtles Argument to inforce the Duty. 
don Wrecious Time, and evil days run parralel ne 
Fhcrefore no part of a little time muſt be loſt 


22 


uni ſhall inſtance in a few particulars to make 
dutighſt appear. : : _ az 
y Son 1. The Tears of falſe Doctrine, or Diabo 
5 H Vea Blaſphemous, Damnavle Opinions, a 
bound. How do the Devils Agents endeavour 
r Co raze and undermine the very Foundations 
nd the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith f 
Chil hoſe old and damnable Hereſtes that hav 
igigPern condemned and expunged out of the 
ft WChurch of God, are greedily imbraced and 
wallowed down by more than a few, 2 Tin. 
70% g. 1. © 4. 3. 2 Pet. 1.12. Te therefore, Below 
r, ſeeing you know theſe things before, vewarean_ 
grc:WWef ye alſo being led away with the terror of the 
nehl wicked fall from your ft cad fa neſs, 2 Pet. 3. 
e fon 7. 2 Tim. 1. 13. . = 
ani 2. dens flagitious lives, and moſt prodigious 
s make the days fiill evil. What execrablell 
abominations are there committed upon the 
Stage of this evil World? Iniquity abounds, 
ickedneſs is in credit, and Religion under 
ven diſgrace. Many hate the power of Godlinefs,ñ ᷑ü 
it Mut are not aſhamed to wear the Devils Li- nl 
cal very. May we not complain with the Pro- 
Iphet, and ſay as, Hoſ. 4.12. There is no 
auf Truth, nor Mercy, nor Knowledge. of God ih 
 .#be Land. By. ſwearing, aud lying, ang Ai. 
is, and Realing, and committing Adylttry, 
on8they break out, and blood bons ker blood *there-| 
ore ſhall the Land mourn. And as, Ia. 59. 12, 
| "B06. - © an 


* 
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i By. For our tranſgreſſions are multiplied bee 
fore thee, and our ſins teſtifie againſt us; and e 
ruth faileth, and he that de parteth from ini. Hu 

yuity, maketh himſelf a Prey. And, Amos 5% 


o, 12, 15. They hate him that rebuketh in thi 
1 gare, it is an evil time. Ar 
3. Many are back ſlidden and Apoſtatiſe, 


[3 How are the mighty fallen? The Falling ſick. $ 
e neſs hath been an Epidemical Diſeaſe, Ayu, 
8; $24. 12. Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, and ti 


mt x (ove of many ſhall wax cold, Jer. 2. 2 Tim. 1% 
15. Rev. 2. 4. | x 
# 4 Doth not God frown and threaten, to 
remove the Candleſtick, and leave us in dark 
01 nels, Kev. 2.5. Am. 8. 9, 11. 17 
4 F., How is the Family of God, and Friends 
of Chriſt, divided, and ſub- divided one fron 
We another ? Afoab and Ammon, Herod and Pi. 
te, can unite againſt Chrift and his Intereſi, © 
when Chriſt's little Flock are at a diſtance 
= 5 one unto the other, 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4. and when 
it thus comes to pals, the days are evil, and} 


C 


i 


A our time had need be redeemed. 


u trul 'y wiſe. See that you walk circamſpecthj 


[1 


* 
ed be. count with David, becauſe they had un! 
; and erſtanding of Times, to know what 1/- ac ne 
n ini. ught to do, 1 Chron. 12.32. The wiſe God un 
2105 J n whoſe hands is our Time, taxes the Jem 
in thi Por fools, not obſerving the T ime, Jer. 8. 7, 8 

Ind ſo doth our Lord Jeſus tne Phariſees ain 
atiſe, Nat. 16. 2, 3. Therefore redeeming of Tina 
ſick. I called a walk in wiſdom, as the Apoitle e 
Mat, preſſes it, Col. 4. 5. | 


4 %% | 
„% The APPLICATION. 


m. 1.3 
n, th Te. 1. DIrſt, If Time muſt be redeemed} 
.M we mult infer, that ſure ther 
here is an Eternity. Let all the Waſters of 
Time count upon it, It is as certain as any 
thing in this World, that there is anothe 
World. You may venture your Lives, you 
ref}, Souls and all, upon the truth of it. Why 
ance ſhould the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul preſs Belie 
vhen vers ſo ſtrictly to redeem 1ime, but in or ln 
andi der to their everlaſting welfare? Aſſure th 
£ ſelf of it, and beleive it as firmly as if bool 
nder Eternities did now preſent themſelves to th 
&1y,5 bodily Eyes, and thou didit ſee the Devils as 
Ine, Reprobates in their Chains of Darkneſs, an 
jan hear them cry and roar in thoſe Eterna 
ime Flames: And alſo ſee Abraham, Iſaac anc 
and Jacob, and all the Saints departed upon thy 
me, Throne, ſinging the Song of 7oſes ind the 
hat. Lamb. This is that which is either believer 
ave or feared by the beſt and worſt of Men: C 
the that it might have a deep and laſting impreſ 


2+ Tha 


reatY fion upon all your Hearts! 
bung 


2. The Opportunity of Time is à very preciihe 
f yous privilege, To have a gale of Opportuninh, 
15 


to convey us to Glory, or the white Flag up 
I yon the Wall, inviting us unto our work, tl 
| 78 out our Pardon before *tis too late. Tin f 
Fl» Purim of is 2 rich invaluable Trex 
10 h _— ſure, and yet a tranſlem r 


uh, Viumus & a ui 
pl Punkto mINNUSs P ſt : ließ — 
11 oſt) runs apice, yea, flies 


as it were upon Eagles Wings, and will beg 
one. Time is compared to Golden Sandi; 
ji running between the two Eternities, and 't 
Pk an infinite mercy they are ſtill running, that 
bi you have a day to work out your Salvation, 
to agree with the Adverſary while he is in| 

- the way, viz. to make up the breach between 


1 God and your Soul, Rev. 2. 21. The conti 
nuance of Time is very uncertain. 7 he Tine f. 
1 1 ſhort, 1 Cor. 7. 29. The whole is but: It 


= Von, a very little ſpace. Tis but a few days#, 
= 1 more, and then the laſt day; a few hours 
1 [| more, and then thy departing hour; a fewſ| 
breathings more, and then thy laſt breath. 
5 WW 3. Time 4s precious as it is, and which 
ould be redeemed at any rate, is often let 
ip. What ſhall we do to paſs away the time?“ 
= is common in ſome Mens 

if Mouths, it is a commodi-#; { 


. 


Non exiguum 


fs ate meer ty that lies upon their #: 
L ſed multumperdi- ad; wh: oe, 45t 
ma Se. lands; they know, not Þ: 
En ©. what to do with it. How & 


profule and prodigal are moſt of this great 
ereaſure who make no improvement of it? 


| Hoy often hath opportunity come to us, and | 
| 1 5 14 - a waited "4 


£5 


Preciierited on us, but very few are found to lay 
unirold upon it? To how many Time-waſters 
18 may that killing Text, Luke 19. 41,42. be 
k, tWootied ? And when he came near, he vehels 

17:38 b City and wept ? He could not ipeak with. 
Trez2Dut Tears, ſaying, F thou hadft known (even 
Alien thou at leaſt) in %s thy day, the things which 

o Felong unto thy Peace, but now they are hid 
» IP om thine eyes. * : 
Il bb 4. Spiritual Noth, whereby we loſe ſo muci 


114. The ſlothful is brother to the great waſt: 
fer, Prov. 18. 9. Therefore be not ſlothful: 
Nom. 12. II. Heb. 6. 12. We read that Jo/hud 
aid to the Sun, Rand ſtill, but God never faig 
ut: $ro the Soul, and ſtill. Religion require 
gays action, labour, diligence, for it doth no 
Jconſiſt in airy, empty no- TED 
tions, and ſpeculations of 
the head; but in the exer- 
vich$ cife of the mind and heart. 
SZ Habits maſt be | exerted, Grace improved; 
'$ Heaven (that is all up-hill) muſt be ſtrived 
is for, and gotten, as it were by force and vi 
di. Rory. Iis a ſhameful and deformed ſight, te 
er ſee a Man proſe ſſing godlineſs in-a.Eethavgy ae 
not and not proſecuting his Duty. Caſt off thy 
ow lary and dull fpirit and temper, left thou b 
cat found that wicked, ſlothful and unprofitab 
t? Servant, who muſt be caſt into utter dark 


Exigua pars efl 
vita, quam nos vi 
UVIMUS, | 


nd neſßß, Hat. 23. 20, 30. Let ma ſay to them a 
ed © tu 14 


„ 
k * 


{ 


ut en the armour of Light. Let 1: walk ha- 


\ # in Strife and Envy, but put ye on the Lord | 


ber repradch ſerious diligence in duty as a necd- , 
le thing. If the buſineſs of our immortal 
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the Danites to their Brethren, having ſpied! 
. ut a good Land, Judges 18. 9. Are ye ſtill? 
Arise and be not ſlothful to go and pofefſs the 
yd. The heavenly Country is before you; 


{Prize and work, and loſe it not for want off 
"a abour. Let not ſpiritual ſloth, by eating ye 
00 put your time, hinder your work, and rob int 


Fr ou of your wages, Rev. 3. II. ll 
Wt 5. If che beſt of Saints Jhould redeem their® 1 
r time what have Sinners need to do? You that e. 
have been lumbering and fleeping all your 
} time, and not gone one ſtep in the way to 

Heaven, but many in the way to Hell, had hf 
need be. up and doing, or elſe you will beſkr, 
eternally undone. Whilft it is cailed ro day, Hi 


iy you will hear his voice harden not your hearts; hi 


dc not ſpend fo freely of this ſwift and pre-; 


| cCious ſtream of time, every drop of which, Ae 
hath an influence upon Eternity. Anowing the , 


time, that now it is high time to awake out of 


ep. The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; 


ca off therefore the works of Darkneſs, and 


— 


hl, as in the day; not in Rioting and Drun- 

0 enneſs, not in Chambering and Wantonneſs, Je 
JFJeſus Chrift, and make no proviſion for the fleſh, | 
6. If tame, aud every part and moment of 1t | 
| rnuſt be iprovea; this ſerves to confiute thoſe 


. 


j to fulfil the luſtu thereof, Rom. 13. 12, 13, 14. | a1 


y 1 
* ry 


_ 


pied mſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe? Chriſti- 
till Ins, tis your wiſdom to know your Work, 
he nd the Time to doit. There is no trifling a- 
ou; Wout Eternity; now is the day for the things 
1t olſhf your Peace, let it not be hid from your! 
ting yes. It will be very fad when you are paſting 
rob into the other World, to ſee that you have 
u your life-time been ſowing the Wind. 
Heir Uſe 2. Examination. Try whether you-are | 
tat Medeemers of the time or no. „ 
our Reflect upon what I have ſaid, and thy 
to Conſcience will tell thee, thou haſt ſpent moſt nl 
had pf thy Time in ſin and vanity. How fruitful 
be re thy Duties? Are thy hours for God? Do 
4% Time and Duty go hand im hand? Mayeſt 
thou not cry out, many a time, Diem perdi- 
ore. ½? daily I loſe a day. Examine your ſelves, 
ich, Ao not ſilence or ſtop the mouth of Cenſci⸗- 
ings 4 nce; if ſo, it will cry aloud another day. 
by Let me ask you theſe few queſtions. | 
739 1. Have you ſeriouſly bewailed the loſs of 
h Time, and begged the 2 of it? * 
„2. Have your ſouls ſincerely cloſed with 
„ RJeſus Chriſt, and freely and fully given up 
and reſigned your ſelves to him to be his for on 
ever * 2 | 
3. Do the great concerns of God's Glory 
14. and your Salvation bear down all before 
them? Canſt thou ſay, though I follow my | 
Calling, and take care for my Family, yet I 
am moſt folicitous abont my everlaſting con- 
al dition? Whether they be pleaſures or profits, 
e can I fay, Pleaſures of fin be gone, World 
I- Fitand by? There is a God to ſerve and ho- 
75 | nour; | 


i FRour; I have à Soul muſt be ſanctified an 
ly ved; I have a ſhort time to redeem, I hay 
ka Fa debt to pay, an account to give, a Sentence 
to receive, an Eternity to live. This is noff 
to be ſlighted; I muſt and will ſave my Soul 
1 Hell is moſt intolerable and eternal. 
1 
ly 


[+ '© 
mY 4 Will you now promiſe and ſtand to itz 
that for the future you will trade more foi 
0 Eternity, and get better evidence for He: 
Iven? Go about the work of Faith and Rei 
ji I pentance ſpeedily, left Death ſhould call, ani 
11 you not ready. | 15 
Wis? Uſe 3. Of Lamentation. That Profeſſor 
oy 1 ould be ſo far from redeeming of Time or «| 
1 doubling their dilagence, that they neglect ther 
# Duty. I may cry out with the Prophet, Cal 
for the mourning Women, for who is not 
* f Builty in this kind? Amos F. 16. Sirs, for thi 
1-7 ſhould our Souls mourn in ſecret places; thi 
Wa ſerious conſideration of which, is enough tol 
fetch blood from our hearts, and floods off 
1 1 tears from our eyes. How little care is t 


1 
— \ 
c lh; 


. ken in ſpen ding that well, which when it is 
4 1 gone, we have no hope it can be reſtored to 

3 us again? Do not you complain of the want 
of Time, ſeeing you waſte Time? There are} 
many poor frivolous excuſes The Servant 
Will Gy, that he hath an hard cruel Maſter, 
the Wife complains of her wicked Husband, 
= 3 the Child of his ungodly Father, another of 
| VP the poverty of his Family, he can ſpare no 
Time. Whoever pretends the want of Time, 
let mz tel thee thou haſt a carnal, dead, ſin. 
=. ful, Coathful heart, the cauſe of all, _ 

% | thou 


My wad - 
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d anWou not time for every other thing; name- 

hav, a time for eating, drinking, ſleeping, pot-| 
tenceſing, piping, playing, and none for Heaven? 
s non you riſe early, go to bed late, and eat 


he bread of carefulneſs, to get the meat that 
Weriſheth , and find no time for God and your 
o it:Mﬀouls? Will this excuſe thee another day, 
e fohou careleſs, ignorant, deluded Soul? Your! 


Soul: 


Hez Torn, Cattle, your Sheep, your Swine, your! 
1 Re Hawks, your Horſes and Dogs are cared for; 


ut for the better part there is no care at all. 
ilt thou tell the great and terrible Judge, 
t the laſt day, I would have been ſaved, 


and 


«Nori 


or oft 


Cal&hat take time for their Souls, who will be 
; noÞÞrought in as Witneſſes againſt you at the 


_ thei 


; and the days evil, and opportunity for your 
1 toy 


5 olMime to awake out of ſleep. 

ta- . 2 ; h ay" ; - f e 
iti Exhortation to redeem Time. el 
1 toF Uſe 4. You have heard what it is to redeem | 
ant Time, and how Time muſt be redeemed. | 

are Nom let all reſolve, without delay to put ts 


ant 


ter, Frelolve upon it, and the middle-aged with 


nd, the hcary-heads. Tender unto God the cream 


r offfand flower of thy Age and Time, and think 


no it not too ſoon. In things of far leſs moment, 


me, you are for haſt and ipeed. If you were 


fin-E ſtarving for want of Bread, you would think | 
every hour long till you have a ſupply... It 
| | your | 


108 


Put I had not time? There are many that] . 
rat their bread by the ſweat of their brows, 


Souls hardly come at ?. O conſider, it. is high 


o neceſſary duty in practice. Let young ones 


th halt day. Will you ſquander away your Time, WM 


TP ae pn 


* x 


come too ſoon? of can a condemned Mal 
AF factor have his Pardon too ſoon ? haſt th 
by | rode without God, and Satan's ſlave, and if 
danger of dropping into Hell fifteen or twey 
4 ty years; and canſt thou get into Chriſt t 
145. ſecure thy immortal Soul too ſoon ? haſt thoff 
e not been the Devils too long already? Sup 

T poſe thou hadſt died in thy Chriſtleſs State 
% where had thy Soul been? Is it not better 
de the Lord's Servant than Satan's Slave 


Fj 
N 


1 Ask the godly Man that hath made trial, an 
1 he will tell thee. The ſooner thou art in 
Fate of Grace, the fitter thou wilt be fu 
1 Slory. Make ſpeed in thy work, do thy 
| 0 ſpiritual buſineſs, thy wages are ſure, ani: 


4 


ou ſhalt be bleſſed. Conſider there way 
never any one repented (living or dying 
| * that they were the Lord's; and converted bez 
times. | 
And for you that have paſt the time 0 
= s Youth, in the ſatisfying youthful LEaſts, an; 
7 lived, it may be, thirty, forty or fifty years 
in a courſe of ſin and vanity, is it not more 
than time for you to bethink your ſelves ? lu 
ſo many years you have made ſad work; 
#4 who can tell how often you have offended, 
9 that have been profane Swearers, Drunkards, 
Tvyars, Sabbath-breakers, ſo long? If you 
were certain of having ſo may year to come, 
yet the Devil, the World, and your „ 
1 | | alts,- 
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= ſts, have had half your Time. O let the 
> 1 me paſt ſuffice; know, your Times are in | 


4 Bl dds hands, Pſal. 3. 15. So that you are 


Mal and make good ſpeed in your work. 


And for the gray headel, againſt whom 


—_ Fath hath raiſed his Batrerics, you can have 
Wen <4 | 22 N 
riſe We 2 few ſands in your glaſs, your departing 
t tho 0! cannot be far, your candle is with in the | 
- 6, Wicket, and it may be, is come to a fti:king 
Stir Muff. Do you not ſee the Keepers of the old 


tten houſe begin to tremble, and the ſtrong 


ter q 
lave hen bow themſelves ? Expect the fiext blaſt 
Ae houſe to fall, If you that are leaning on | 
v A! 


dur ſtaves and looking through your Specta- 


t mind your work immediately, Wo, wo, 
# unto you for ever. If God ſhould work a 
Piritual Miracle, in converting and pardon» 


not be mitter of amazement and wonder: 
d Men and Angels? for the Devil to be caſt 

; * poſſeſſion after he hath been an Inha- 
itant threeſcore years and more; for ſuch 
In one to be born again would be ſtrange in- 
1 eed. [have heard of an old Man, who being 
„ eally converted not Tong before his death; 
16. auſed this to be written on his Tomb; Here 
es averyaged Man of THREE YEARS 


e JoEand worth nothing 


our Souls b longalreidy; might loſe ne 
ime, conſider theſe Motives, „ 


t certain of a day to come; thersſore be- 


s, being rex1y to enter upon Eternity, do 


De an old-gray-headed Sinner, that hath been 
4.8 le till the eleventh hour, Mat. 20. 6. would 


DL. He reckoned his time and life before 
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40 
1. The preſent Tame is God's Time, and 


| 2. God the righteous Fudge will reckon 10 


be yours. 


you for your Time. 
3. You have ſolemnly promiſed to redee m it 


'F . Men take and improve opportunity fois 
BY 10 N other Things. 2 
F. Satan, your deadly enemy, is always biſiſſe 
met and will loſe no Time. 6 
% 6. Saving Grace is an ative and ſpringinfſh 
1 fl Principle. ll 
1 T Time once had, and loft, cannot be 2 
Wh called, Wc 
my + 8. How they prize Time that have loſt i 
9. God hath joyned Time and Duty together 
11 " 10. Os this Monient of Time Eternity ard 
\ 708; pends. 

* Motive 1. Conſider, The preſent Time i 42 


God's and it miſt be yours, Do not you neil 
the Holy Ghoſt ſay, 7: is nom high time to ſec 
|! the Lord, and calling to you, come away 


make ſpeed ? Hoſ. 10. 12. Delays and Lazined 
are the two great Gulphs, in which multi 
ly, tudes of Souls are drowned and, periſh. How 
"> many are now in Hell, that purpoſed and 
promiſed to turn to God (As you do) here] 
aſter ?. O fear and tremble; leſſi it ſhould b 
Pour caſe; To enforce this, tale ythoſe, fey 


1 

'F 
hints. »d of eb þ: 
=: > . The 
# 

't 


preſent time hath: moſt. Precepts;| 
and God's Commands like Warrants in the 
King's Name, muſt be obeyed 08 ehen 
of. "We fay,, 21aft is for the King: It-choulif 
wt young read Ecel, 12. bs Seay gpm oh thy 
10 7110 : PR 1» Ane rats 


47 
eator in the days of thy youth. To day if you 
hear his voice harden not your hearts, Pſal. 
7. FirSt ſeek the Kingdom of God, Mat. 6. 
Jou muſt not ſtay long, Hol. 13. 13. Bleſs 
n it. od, and wonder the golden thread of preci- | 
s Time is ſpun out ſo long. OT 
& 2. It hath moſt promiſes, and. they are nl 
eat and precious, I wil receive you, faith Wn 
e Lord. They that ſeek me carly ſuall find me; a 
he preſent Time is an, accepted Time, in 
Thich God may be found, P/al. 32. 6. Now 
he riod calls, Heb. z. 7. and you may come and 
Welcome, John 6. 37. And it will be a mat- 
oft ir of unſpeakable comfort to a Man dying 
ether: ind looking into Eternity, to know he hath | 
ry deffone the Work for which he had his Life 
and Time. 
3. You have the beſt Examples. And 'tis 


id | 


N Wit 


5 2 | 


znging 


LITE. * 
n ö 
3 16 


8 9 e I, * 
n 2 n ES a, 4 IE , - . Pa 
J. 30%, IC VE” „ n 1 os 

ORC TT EP EEO TIS 2 et A dn, r 


me us 


heiour duty to imitate and follow them who 
» ſoc{e gone to Heaven before. Your dear Lord : 
ma ould loſe no time, I nuſt do the work of him - 
ine at ſent me while it is du, When faithful - 
nt Hbrabam was to offer his Son Iſaac, he made N 
HowSaſte, Cen. 22. 3. he roſe up early in the mor- + 
and hing, Mary Magdalen came early in the mor- 2 
nereWing, to, enquire after, and to ſee the. Lord : 
d b&Weſus, whom her Saul, loved, fark 16. 2. Z 
fey Motive 2. God the righteous Judge will re- yy 
-, Fon with you for your time. Not only for N 
pts; our Health, Wealth, Strength, Parts, Gras 
| the 


es, Memories, but for every, minute of youg 


houſſive an account for every idle Wards} much 


8 


more for ſo great à Talent, ſo rich Tore 
Es | ſure 


_” [ 45] 
Wil fore as Time. A Heathen could fay, th 
| N i everv man mult tam ot ij guam negotij ration: 

1 reddere, give an account of his buſineſs, a 
9 5 of his ijlene(s.. You may, like Fools, wal 

7 your time, neglect your duty, and ſtand o 
againſt the call of God; but it will coſt yo 


* | 

Li f dear; Eccleſ. 11. 9. Rejoyce, O young man i 
h youth; and let thy heart chear thee in . 
4 7 days of thine youth; and walk in the ways | 


1 
FE 


{47 thine heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes, b. 
i}? "4 know thou, that for all theſe things God mw: 
i being thee unto Judgment. The great Lan! 
0 1 lord of your Time is at great expence to co! 
WT tinue it. Thoſe Luminaries of Heaven oy: 
We; your Heads; and principally the Prince of: 
1 the Lights of Heaven, the Sun, that glorio: 
and mighty Giant, the Prince and Crown « 


} 


b 7 all Corporal Creatures, do tire and waſte, (J | 
1 | it were) their Caleſtial vigor, to beget a 
= give Time. Time is ſo rich a Jewel, that Gol | 
would have no man value it to another. IF. 

dauae man had hurt another, he was to pay both, 
mM for his Cure and lo's of Time, Exod. 21. N. 

09. So muſt you at the great day of Account 


Sf "eh for all your Time, for every Sermon yo! 


= | have heard, for every Sabbath and Sacramen 
=... you have had all your days: 30 
ti Not. 3. Toy have all promiſed to redeem you 
i Time. The Vows of Fehovah are upon you, 
Say with David, Iwill pay my Vows. If the 
| godly man will perform his promiſe to his 
urt. Pſal 15. 4. much more ſhould yoli for 
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vont Profit.” T ake the Council of the wiſe 
i mant Ecdleſ.5. 4 . Whenthou v0wHht a Vin 
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9 
pay it: Pay that which 


Wo God, defer not to 


*. 0 baſt vowed : Better it is that thou ſhouldſt 
% „vo, than to vow and not pay. How often 
ve you engaged your ſelves to leave your 
} 1 


Down ſins, and to live ſoberly and righteouſ- 


* and godly in this preſent World, let 
Wd nſcience witneſs. If you that have reſol- 
_ 1 to read, pray ſanctifie the Sabbath, &c. 


duld ſt ill waſte and trifle away the time, it 
[l not only be a breach of promiſe, but a 
againſt Life, for which thy heart will re- 
bach thee; and if thine heart condemn thee, 
d is greater than thy heart, and knoweth all 
ngs, 1 John z. 20. Remember the Pro- 
ſes thou didſt make at ſuch a Sacrament, 
when ſtruck at the heart by ſuch and ſuch 
ermon, or when death was in thy Fami- 
or thy ſelf near unto it; and defer not to 


Gel Truth will not be mocked; and that you 

iT Il know e'er it be long. FJepht hah would 
r. form his Vow to God; 1 have, ſaid he, 
ned my mouth to the Lord, and I cannot go 
&, Judg. 11. 34, 35. Herod for his Oath 
e Murdered John the Baptift, Mat. 14. 9, 

How many times haſt thou ingaged to 
licate and devote thy ſelf to God and his 
vice; Therefore ſay, Lofd far my promiſe 
Iwill ſacrifice my ſel 1 and become thine, 

* 


men 


4 you 


ry leeming my time for. thy Glory, and mine 
f - Salvation. is 
Far otive 4. Conſid. Men take and improve 


wie unitles for other things. The fitteſt and 
Vun 5 pu is taken for buying, ſelling, plow- 


in 
unto 87 


form thy Covenant: God, who is a God 
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| O | 
ing, ſowing, and gathering into Barns, an 


eſpeclally in evil and hard Times. Men wi 
| riſe early, run, ride and labour in the ver 


fire, as the Prophet ſpeaketh. Redeemins t. 


7 ime, tis a Metaphor taken from Merchant 


that will be early in the Market, leſt the e 


portanity of buying the beſt Commoditii 


ſhould be loſt. The Proverb is, That Tin 
and Tide ftiy for no Man; and that we nm 
male Flay while the Sun ſhineth. There 
none but a Sluggard will ſleep in Harveſt 
the dil sent Husbandman will not loſe a d- 


then. Chriſtians, In this great affair of yu 


precious, immortal and never dying Soi! 
do as Men about other T nings. Millers an 
Mariners obſerve and improve every gale ( 


Wind; yea the Stork in the Haven, ti 


Turtle, the Crane and the Swallow, kno' 


and obſerve the Time of their coming, 7: 


8. 7. They that ſay, to day or to morrov 
| we will go into ſuch a City, and buy, and ſel 
and get gain, James 4. 12. will as we [a 
turn every ſtone, and loſe no Time to buy 
good Bargain, to make a rich Purchaſe. Ar 
ſhall not we redeem our Time, and make t 
beſt of our ſpiritual Markets, to make pri 
viſion for our Souls, that are more. wott 
than all the World? (io i2fT 
Motive 5. Satan, that Enemy and gras 
Soul-deluder is always buſie. He is an acti 


Devil, and he loveth to find us idle. Chi 
ſtians, this old Serpent's ne'er more at work 


than when we are idle: For idleneſs layeth 


Man open to all his helliſh ſnares and ten 


Fl =. 
ations; and then if temptations come, youlſ OS 
re out of God's ways, and if Satan find you 
on his ground, he will be too hard for you Jl 
he Apoſtle tells us he goeth about, and ſtill 


pffers temptations for the waſting of our 4 


oBWTime. This roaring Lion hath a large Cir- 
uit; for ever ſince he was caſt out of Hea- 
hen, he hath been going too and fro in the 


arth, and walking up and down in it, Joo 1. 


e 


© W. His grand deſign is to devour, I Per. 5. 
el. This Black Prince loves to prey upon pre- 
da „ 


ious Souls; the Soul being that ſweet mor- 
e he is ſtill gaping at. This Adverſary hath Fil 
is ſeveral Walks, he is in the Shop, in thei 
Nlarket, in the Street, in the Chamber, in i 


* 


he Aſſemblies of the Saints, when they are 
about Spiritual Service. When Jaſhua, the 
High Prieſt ſtood before the Lord, Satan was 
Wanding at his right hand to reſiſt him, Zach. 
3. 1. This de iy Enemy was with Chriſt 8 
and his Diſciples at the Paſſover, for there he 
ntred into Judas, John 13. 26, 27. There- 
Wore Chriſtians we have need to work and 
watch too. | i 
The Devil that hates you and all mankind, þ 
doth beftir himſelf; he goeth forth into the 
road way of Prophaneneſs, and there he ten- 


£5 


ers and tempts men With ſenſible Objects; - 
bind he enter'd into the by-path of Error, ap- - 
orfpear ing as an Angel of light, he inticeth ” 
thEwariton wits to ſuck down the poiſon of his . 


Pamnable Doctrine. — when once he hath 
ay G2 in 


"RE of - 
2 AY. 


1 \i 


a 


Rjected his poiſon into the head, how muck 
Wine is ſpent in writing and diſputing to de- 
end his deluſions? We read, that it was 
yhile man ſlept, this Enemy (Satan) came 
ind ſowed Tares among the Wheat, Aa.. 
3.255 39. He is a working buſie Devil, ne-M þ 
fer at leiſure, but is always ſpreading his 
Baits, and caſting his Snares and Nets tothe 
ratch Souls. Therefore be ſober, be vigilant, 
ind watch unto prayer, and imploy this Ta-“ gra 
ent of Precious Time well, Idleneſs is Satans HZ H 
Shop, and the Mother of Miſchief. David] 
Was at leiſure, and on the roof of his Houſe, Hof 
when Satan prevailed by that ſad Tempta- tur 
tion, 2 Sam. 11.3. Therefore ſet Gol al-Myz 
ways before you, keep in his way, and beſt... 
doing your duty, that you may be kept fron Gr 
his fiery darts. The flying Bird is ſeldom ſhot. | 
The cautious, diligent, active Soul is moſt Hof 
ſecure. | ie! 

Motive 6. Time once gone cannot be recalled.¶ tha 
Time paſt is gone for ever, Time preſent (if gif 
we may fo call it) is going; future Time is Na 
{moſt uncertain, neither Men or Angels can yo! 
hinder, or ſtop it, turn, or bring it back ous 
again. If opportunities be not now ae cip 
they may never be had. Be good Husbands o 
your Time and work now, or you may never plo 
{ work. Time's Redemption may be your Sal- ma 
vation; therefore follow and improve the 16. 
{ light, before darkneſs overtake you. You all the 
know, that yeſterday, or the laſt hour, will Jol 
never come again. If thou hadſt as muchſ un- 
' Treaſure in thy cuſtody, or power, 608 
| W 


— 


53 
ach nole World is worth it cannot ons 8 2 
de · one minute of Time paſt. You that are old | SO 
vas may as eaſily call back your Youth or becom 
me young again, as recover any part of this IF os. 


1 
1 
. 
1 
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*. cious Time, Luke 19. 42. = 
e Motive 7. The nature of ſaving Grace 75 N 
his working and ſpringing up, which turneth af 
to the powers and faculties of the Soul Heaven 
ward. Such is the activity and vigour och | 

1 Feracious Nature, that it will bring a Man tq; 
15a What wilt thou have me do? Acts 9. 6. Ephis 
442. 10. 'Tis not a lazy languid thing, but full 
le, of life and power. The State of Sin in SCripp, 
ta. ture is deſcribed by death and darkneſs}} 
-M which are a ceſſation and privation of Lifeſ| 
be and Light, and Motion; and the State off 


nEGrace is deſcribed by Life, Eph. 2. Which 1% 
powerful and moſt vivacious, like the Sword} 


lt : of the Lord and Gideon, doing great things, 
2 It is no wonder to ſee the Men of the World 


that are born after the fleſh, to be dull, lug! N 
„ giſh, unactive. But you that have a Divine 1 
Nature, and a Spirit of Life and power in 
1 your Hearts, ſhould be deligent and labori-# 
cus, 2 Tim. 1. 7. Rom. 8. 2. This living prin-& 
| ciple of Grace made the holy Apoſtle who ex- 
„cited others to redeem their time, fo to em- 
5 ploy his Talent; the Grace of God in him, 
made him labour more than they all, 1 Cor. 
f 15. 10. The ſtreams of Grace that flow into 
1 the Soul are called Rivers of Living Waters, i 7 
n John 7. 28. and a Well of Water ſpringing up 
unto eternal Life, John 4. 14. So that Chri- it 
ſtians have greater advantage of doing good 
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and of living to God's Glory. Therefore ii 
up the Grace of God that is in you; caſt oed 
Noathfulneſs, and put on diligence ; and lay rl 
ang aſide every weight, rejoyce (as the Sun) her“ 
to run the Race that is ſet before you. ho 
Motive 8. Conſider. How highly they prix H ti 
Time that have left it, and are come to thi 11 
be nal 4 it; and who, with the loſs of Time have High 
Woſt themſelves. We have many dreadful Ex-M<li; 
amples that ſtand as ſo many Sea-marks tog 
warn us to take heed. ou 
{ The poor Fews were utterly undone by it. Ve. 
he Tord only knows how many of them ares - 
now in Himes, that ſuffer the Vengeance offs C 
eternal Fire, for not improving the day offirir 
Grace, Luke 19. 42. Mat. 23. 37. The fooliſf Mai 
irsias having loft the opportunity of buy ing per 
yl, came too late to the door. And Eſau pati 
ſtaid too long to get the bleſſing; moſt do. 

things when it is too late. Men go to bed late, Fall 
riſe late, go to Market late, come to Churchſhot 


late, and mike peace with God when it is too N 1 


ier 


n 


late. The old Jraclites marched towards Ca- 
naan when it was too late, and fo loſt that 
good Land. O how dreadful will mercy ſlight- 
ed and time loft be to the awaked Soul, when 
it comes to die, ſeeing it felt in a Chriſtleſs Wa 
| ſtate | It was a ſpeech once of a Woman in ma 
terror of Conſcience, when divers Miniſters 
and others came to her in a way of comfort: 
ing her, ſhe looks with a gaſtly conntenance £ Fe 
upon them, and gives them this Anſwer, Call I wi, 
back Jime again; if you can call back T ime a-. m. 
| gain, then there may be hope for me ; But Time fac 
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> Ri ne. Another great Lady upon her Death- 
t oled cried out, All too late, all roo late, & j 
lay. orid of wealth for an inch of Tinmz. Ano: j 
7 N } 7 a 
un) er Gentlewontan, (of whom thave heard) 
r 
6 


ide time in play ing ai vo and ſuch like 
thGimes, coming from her Sport late in the 
ade ight, finding her wafting-Maid (that was 
ExMcligions reading in a good Book; and calls 
 tohng her Eyes in the Bock over the Maids f 
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ierced my heart, that I believe I ſhall never T 


many Weeks paſt, told her vicious Mother, 
ſtanding by her Bed-ſide, That it was too late 


fear Mercy is going, Patience expiring, u 
the time reſpited for Repentance over, the 
they prize opportunities at another rate Ar 
oh what would the Damned in Hell give 
de admitted into the World, if they mig 
| but enjoy one day or hour, to deliver then 
# ſelves from that dreadful place of Torment 
Luke 16. 27, 28. | N 
Motive g. Conſider, God hath joyned 7i 
and Duty together; and that in two reſpeR| 
5 I. In reſpe& of Aſſiſtance. 
: 2. In reſpect of Acceptance. by 
1. God hath joyned Time and Duty tog +, 
ther, in reſpect of Aſſiſtance: And what Inj 15 
nite Majeſty hath joyned, muſt not by an 4 
means be ſeperated > Work and Time, Or... 
portunity and Duty muſt go together; Ada 7 
had his Work in Paradiſe before the Fal 
And the ſecond Adam was always in action bo 
to the end of his days. His Meat and Drink 
Vwas to do the Will of his Father. Nullus mij M 
hi per otium dies exit, J have no day for Idle 
neſs, was the Language of an Heathen. Chriſſ in 
ſtians do your work in ſeaſon, and you ſhall, 
have aſliſtance. God's Opportunity is al g 
Wind to the Sails, or as Oil to the Wheels o 
; Which will make you glide through difficult 91 
Duties with — facility. If we work in 
| God's time, God will work with us, and wel . 
| ſhall be workers together with him. Goſpel-l | 
time is in order to Goſpel-work , ſpiritual Fr 
Opportunities are appointed and continued a, 
for ſpiritual Duties. The Work of Faith, Re- tf 
; pentance, Mortification of Sin, the plucking} g 


7 


4 


out of right Eyes, the chopping off rige 
Arms, fighting and wreſtling with the Pow 
ers and Prince of Darkneſs, are exceedinjounnnl 
difficult: But God, whoſe Arm is potent 
will give Power; and how eaſily will greed e 
work or Service be done, when there is grea 
aſſiſtance in the doing of it? A burden tha 
is too heavy for one to lift, by the help of an 
other will come up eaſily. This Paul with 
nefſeth, Phil. 4. 13. I can do all things throug 
Chriſt which ſtrengthneth me, The feeble Few!) 
by the help of Jehovah raiſed up the Walls of 
Jeruſalem from its very rubbiſh, and that i! 
ſpight of all oppoſition, Neh. 4. 2, 3. and 60 
15. they plying the work, the Lord way 
with them by his great Power and ſtrong] 
Hand: They made their Prayers to God 
when ſtrength was almoſt decayed, and la 
boured in the Work from the riſing of thy 
morning till the Stars appeared, and ſo the 
Wall was finiſhed. Let Time be redeemedy 


þ 3 
7 


* and then a great deal of work may be done 


in a little time: God's opportunity wk 
male believing and repenting eaſie, Zuke 19 
6. Acts 2. 37, 41. Acts 16. 14, 24. O there 
% fore while it is day, work out your Salvat i- 
in 0n; for it is God which worketh in you both ta 
will and to do, of his good pleaſure, Cu. 2 8 
I2, 13. | | "= . 


2. God hath joined Lime and Duty, in re- 
ſpect of Acceptance. Every Time is not an 
+. accepted Time, 2 Cor. 6. 2. The 1ſraclites nl 
* that refuſed to march up to Canaan at God's 1 

command, loſt their opportunity, and after. 
1 Cy __ ward en 
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ird he would neither aſſt them, nor except 
m. lf thou ſtayeſt till God's Time be paſt 
gone, art thou ſure God will except thee. 
reafter? There is a Time when God will 
Wt: be found, will'not be ſpoken withal, //a, 
6. Ehn ſought the Bleſting with tears, 
Ed it was denied him, Heb. 12. 17. Prov. 1. 
5. Do not ſay, What need ſo much ſpeed ? 
What need ſo much improving of Time, ſo 
ach reading, hearing, praying, preaching ? 
ut reſolve upon thy Duty now or never. 
Motive 10. Laſtly, Conſiter, That on the 
eſent moment of Time Eternity depends. 
his deep and heart-affecting Meditation 
mould even {wallow us up, and cauſe us to 
jaſten unto our work. Let go Time's oppor- 
unity, and you will certainly be ruin'd to all 
Eternity. The Painter being asked why he 
yas ſo exact in drawing his Lines; an- 
wered, IJ paint for Eternity. Conſider, 
hat thou muſt believe and repent for Eter- 
i, hear and pray for Eternity, fear, love, in 
pbey for Eternity. A work of infinite mo- 
ment depends on a moment of Time, This | 
Hay thou mavſt throw thy laſt Caſt for Eter- | 
Mmity. This ſWift Poſt will not ſtop, no not 
For a Moment. Secure Soul! Doſt thou . 
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ee Eternity before thee; even at thy door, 
and that there is but a ſtep between = and wo 
an endleſs ſtate, and wilt thou not be more 
induſtrious for thy Soul and Heaven? If a || for 
Man were to run, to wreſtle for his Life, or . 
for a Crown or Kingdom; how would he a 
| ſtrain and ſtrive, and that with all his wight * 
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If a Man were to go over the Sea for his Li Þ 
and had but one Gale of Wind in bis Li 
time, would he come tothe Water: ſide * 5 
loſe it? If a Malefactor had but a day 40 N 
ointed him to ſue out his Pardon, wo 1 1 
e not improve it? This is all our caſe | 
God has given us but a day to work, wha 
the day is ended, it will be night for vel 
Luke 19. 12, 41. John 9. 4. Now it may 
Chriſt is at the door, offering thee helgy 3 
open to him, leſt he withdraw, and come 17 
more. It is probable the Spirit of Life ard KEE: 
Power, ſtriveth to turn ts God': O refu RH. 
not to comply with it, left the Spirit ſerv EOS 
thee as Samuel did Saul, that carne no mou 
to him, 1 Sam. 15. 35. 1 ſhall conclude thi 
Motives with thc Words of the Pſalmiſt, 70 
day if you will hear hit Voice, harden not 501 
hearts, leſt God ſwear in his |Vrath, that you 
Hall not enter into his reſt, Plal. g1. 7, 1. 
Now if thou art reſolved to put this Du.. 
into practice, through the help of Heaven. 
Ader and diligently obſerve: theſe Dire 
ions. 
Directions for the redeemiag of Time,” 1 
I. Take heed and beware of theſe thing 
which rob you of your Time. | 
2. Labour to Convince your ſelves of rhe 
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worth of Time, and value it accordingly. 1 
3. Ser a hart a conſiderable Portion of: Tims | 5 
for the moſt ſecret Duties. „ 
4. Caſt up and compute your Time. 4 1 
5. Maintain a holy Fear upon thy Heart, of 1 
coming to the end 2 OM 2 fore thy work bel E 


done. ef | Directe 


8 
3 
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Direct. 1. Firſt, Take heed of thoſe things 

hic h rob you of your Time. Now the Thieves 
| Kat will rob you of this exceeding rich Jew- 95 
** theſe fix, againſt which watch as for th 
ae. tie 
.. Vain Thoughts. ; dr 
# 2. Worldly Cares. IJ. 


10 3. Unneceſſary Viſits. fen 
14. Unprofitable Diſcourſe. 4 th 
F. Exceſſive indulging the outward Man. Wa ( 
6. Unlawful or immoderate Recreations. Re 


1. Vain Thoughts. Theſe are ſecret and ſub · Min 
l Thieves, that inſenſibly rob us of our time Hall 
very day, and in every duty; vain, imper- ta! 
_ nent and wicked Thoughts, like Pharach's - 
Frogs creep and crowd in upon us, and thruſt pre 
"hs good Thoughts, ſo that we cannot keep [thi 
bur minds ſteddy and compoſed. Solomon Th 
with, Prov. 17. 24. The Eyes of a Fool are in per 
he ends of the Earth; ſo are our Thoughts, ous 
adding, wandring up and down, here and [Go 
Here, and every where. Theſe evil Thoughts [re 
Ppring and riſe from within us, as. naturally |Wef] 
s ſparks from the fire, Ger. 6. 5. Mat. 15. pf. 
ng. Out of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts. re 
And they follow us continually in every place, This 
and in every Service, as the Birds on Abra- Ind 
Hpam's 8 — 3 did drive a- a 
way. They m not lodge, Fer. 44 14. thin 
Though we cannot hinder the Fowls from Puſi 
zune in the Air, or over our Heads, we may im. 
hinder them from pitching on our Heads. hei. 
Holy David had vain Thoughts, bnt he ha- 
ted them, Pal, 119. 113. There is not a Mi- 
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nute, but many thoughts paſs from us, Þ 5 
in a Minute Sands do inan Hour-Glaſs, % 
95. 19. Chriſtians, conſider how much eo_ 
that time is loſt which you ſpend in holy du 
ties, by vain thoughts; when we ſhoulon_—_ 
draw nigh to God, our Hearts by ou; 
Thoughts ſteal away. And there are but $R_ 
few awakned tender Spirits truly ſenſible o_ 
this intrinfical ſecret Evil, though much of 
$2 Chriſtian's Duty, and the very inwards off 
Religion lies in obſerving the thoughts, and 
„in watching the Heart. Therefore, above 
Jall keeping, keep thy Heart, Prov. 4. 23. and 
take heed of thy Spirit, Mal. 2. 15, 16. = 
's | 2. Worlaly Cares are great waſters of our 
precious time. The moſt do mind earthly na 
p things, Phil. z. 19. Mens Heads, Hearts and 
n Thoughts are fo intent about the things that nl 
in periſu, that they do hardly entertain a ſeri- 
s, ous thought of God and Eternity all the day. 
id God is not in all their Thonghts. They that in 
ts are of the fleſh do mind the things of the mal 
ly {Weſh, Rom. 8. 4. and not only the Children 
5. pf this World; but Profeſſors themſelves, #8 
3. Are fo eager and vehement in the purſuit of K . 
e, his poor Earth, that almoſt all their time 
Ind ſtrength is ſpent about it. And while 
Men are ſo careful and ſolicitous about many nl 
hings, and in a _ crowd and hurry f 
zuſineſs, it is impoſlible for them to redeem 
ime for God and their Souls. As ſoog as 
heir Eyes are open, the things of this World 
tand as ſo many Suitors to invite and draw 


hem. Some have their Hearts ſo —_— 
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3 b ; [ 62 71 
a ſurfeited with Cares and Fears of this 
World, that their Abundance will not 


er them to ſleep, Luke 21. 4. Erci, F. 12.Þ 

ow when it is thus, Opportunities are loſt, Hi 
Fouls are neglected, Holy Duties omitted, 
rr if uſed, they are very unſucceisful > Ezct Wh! 
3. 31. Mat. 13. 22. Therefore take heed offt 
he World, ſo great a devourer of Time. gn 
3. Unneceſſary viſits are great waſters offWh: 
pur time: Of which you muſt take heed, ith- 
being no mark of Godlineſs, but the contra-Mh« 
y. The wiſe Man ſpeaking of the vitiouy 
WET tuous Woman, giveth them this dis fig 
erent Character, viz. the one, her feet ahe 
Wideth not in her Houſe, Eccl. 7.11. the ei 
ther, looketh well to the Ways of her Houjho/d he, 
aud e eth not the Bread of Idleneſs, Prov. 3. Ne: 
27. And we read of ſome that wandred |; 
Tbout from houſe to houſe, being idle talen 
and buſie bodies, ſpeaking things which they + 
W ought not, 1 Tim. F. 13. How Men do triffe Ha. 
away the time in going from houſe to houſe, gon 
to whom it may be ſaid, as Pharaoh to theffver 
WT oppreſſed 1/raclites, 17 are idle, ye. ore idle gell 
Let that time you have to ſpare from yourF'ah 
& Callings and Families, be ſpent in reading 
7 prayer, or other Religious Exerciſes : Andſſeck 


2 
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in all your Viſits intend and deſign the do! 
ing of good, or the receiving of good; and 
not the paſſing away of this precions time. 
When your Friends and Neighbours ave fick, 
and under the hand. of God, go to them, and 
give them counſel for their Souls, Rom. 15. 
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Alter News. Thus did the Men of Athens, 
rho ſpent their Time in nothing elſe, but ei- 


17. 21. And the moſt when they come toge- 


| ſwer every Man, Cot. 4. 55 6. 


; luch of our Time is ſpent iu making provi- 
Son for the Fleſh, Rom. I. alt. Some hours 


jelly to pleaſe the Palate ; and ſome at their 


Jecking and triming the Body. There are 


Is to think that ſhe ſhould ſpend ſo much 


[ 63] Þ 
4. Unprofitable Diſcourſe robbeth us of 


len. Some about the Times, and enquiringÞ 


her to tell or to hear ſome new Thing, Acta 
& 


F 
* 


her, paſs away the Time in diſcourſing of the 


Vorld, and the Concerns of it. But let Chri- 


ſtians, when they converſe, imitate their Lord; 
he words that proceeded out of his mouth 
ere gracious words, Walk in wiſdom towards 
Vem that are without, redeeming the Time. 


et your ſprech be always with Grace ſeaſoned ® 
ith Salt, that you may know hom you ought to 


5. Exceſſive indulging the outward Man. 
ery day are taken up ia providing for the 


| 

f 
ables take up much Time. Others, to gra- ö 
ly a proud fancy; much Time is waſted in 
ole that ſpend more Time in looking into a | 
laſs, than upon their Knees in praying to 
od. A godly Miniſter coming to a Gentle- 
oman's houſe to dinner, where he waited 
om ten of the Clock till one, all. which 
ime ſhe was dreſſing, burſt out into weeps 


Time 


1 
: 


mach Time. Some imploy their Tongues i 
elling fabulous and filthy Stories, others i 
Wiicourſing of Parties and Opinions, and iu 
alking of the Faults and Mijcarriages of other 
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me in 7/1, and he ſo little in praying, 
ſo exceilive {ep doth devour great part 
four ſhort time and life. When we ſhould} 
e on our Knees in our Cloſets, we are in 
or Beds, or on our Couches. Others waſte} 
heir precious time in Alehouſes, and Ja. 
eerns, and Brothel-houſes, from day to day; 
Vo d'ẽs day being not exempted. Againſt ſuch 
here is a dreadful Woe : Woe unto them that 
iſe up early in the morning, that they may fol. 
Wow ftrong drink; that continue all night till 
ie inſflames them, Iſa. F. 11, 12. 
6. Unlawful and immoderate Recreation! 
ere the occaſions of great expence of time. Re- 
* creation (not to be uſed but as Phyſick in caſe 
of need) is an ingroſſer and waſter of our 
time, that is dear and precious. Many ar} 
po exceſlive in it, as if they were ſent into the! 
4 World to do nothing but ſport. What tiwe aft 
is ſpent in Carding, Dicing, Dancing, Inter- 
# tudes, Stage-Plays, Bear and Bull-baiting, O 
5 Hunting, Hawking, and in reading Roman-F* ) 
tick Books? which, for Men and Women n 
: Ty profeſſing the Goſpel are not of good Re- L 
WH port, Phil. 4. 8. The turning of the Bible" 
or ſome good Book is more becoming a Chri: 
= ftian, than turning a pair of Cards, a gameſſ. 
ſo mach accuſtomed by the Prophane, and a1 
=: occafion of ſo much Sin. Theſe things wil 


. 


\ 


=; cauſe bitterneſs and horror at laſt; they ar 
7 ' honey to the Fancy, but a ſting to the Con 
=; ſcience. Conſider, which will afford moſt 
comfort dying. tem, So many days in Re 
$ aſon, 0r-iy many; Gays in FHamilation; 


th. 5 at Cards; ſo many hours in vain 
1 


iy; Winking, walking, or worſe? Holy Brad- 
uch rd accounted that hour loſt, wherein he had 
a; Wot done ſome good. Titus Yeſpaſian was 
fol-Mont to ſay, Diem perdidi, I have loſt a day. 


% Direct. 2. Set a due eſtimate upon this preci- 
us Jewel of Time, that your Hearts may be 


%%% truly tender, as to make Conſcience of 
Re Waſting it. A godly Miniſter was wont to 
.; fy when he ſaw the Morning clear and ſe- 
ourlhene, Tis pitty this day ſhould be loft. O value 
are hour time, reckon more of one Sabbath than 
the the beſt Fair or Market tha: ever thou 
mel aſt atin all thy life. Set upon the now day 
er. M Grace, the price of Eternity. I have told 
g Jou already, the damned in Hell (if it might 
ane) would give a World for an opportunity 
o make peace with God. 


zen 
de. Direct. 3. Ser apart ſome conſiderable por- 
le Pon of Time, for the moſt ſecret Duties. 

ri 1- For ordinary ſecret Prayer and Medi- 


gation, ſet ſome time apart in the morning 


nd ſnatch at praying times. Many ſerve the 
World and the Fleſh all day and put off 


ight. Prayer is the breath oft 
nre, and the ſign of a ſpiritual Life, Act, g. 


fincere 


many hours at Prayer, or ſo many hours 
y diſcourſe, or ſo many hours in ſerious | 
d heavenly Conferences? Item, So many 


aſte Abbaths in reading, hearing and finging of 
Ta. Halms, or ſo many Sabbaths ſpent.in eating, 


nd evening of every day; and do not catch 


od with a few Words or _ ry at | 
e New Crea- 


>, Chriſtians, let your Prayers be ſecret, 


* — 
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ſincere, fervent, conſtant. The way to He 
ven (ſaid a good Man) is through the C. 
ſet, and they that have been eminent in Pns. 
t, have been excellent in Prayer. Hol, 1 
David would not let a morning pals withouhee 
Prayer, Pſal. 5. 3. Yea, three times a day.. 


Wy vas at this bleſſed Duty, Pſal. 55. 17. It up. 
7 his element and conſtant im ploy ment, V/ . 


& 109. 4 Your Prayer muſt be frequent, it | 
be effectual. Prayer without fervency, is: 
a Bullet without Powder, or as a Bird with 
out Wings, that cannot mount up into th 
Air. Holy fire muſt be put to the dai Sacri 
fice. God anſwers by fire. He that looks up 
on the Heart, regards the manner of you 
Prayers, more than the number of your Pri 
vers. Cold (light mumbling over a few Pet 
tions, either out of cuſtom, or to ſtop ti 
mouth of Conſcience, will not prevail, Pal 
5 25. 10. Iſa. 26. ꝙ. James F. 16. Chriſtians, thy; 
Time that you ſpent with God ia ſecret, if 
the ſweeteſt Time, ind beſt improved. T her? 
fore, if thou loveſt thy life, be in love wit 
Prayer, reſolve to ſpend ſome Time with Gol 
in private every day. 
2. Extraordinary private faſting is a Duty 
= very nec-flary, and praticed but by a few. 
Soul afHicting days between God and a Mans 
elf, would, through Grace, be much for ſpi. 
ritual advantage, Husbands ſhonld mourn a 
part, and their Wives apart, Zech. 12. 12, 
13. Faſting-days will be Soul-fatning days, 
{As 10. 30. and bleſſed are they that mourny 
Mat. 4. 5. | 
| The 


f Je; 2 22 . o | . — 
- Hes ae third private duty is SeW-examination. 


n Pins, 
| Hol Is it moſt certain that I am in a ſtate of 
tho ace? 
0 = Sears thriving? Doth my inward Man 
'Wſper c „„ 
"ja Do I live in no known Sin againſt Con- 
if! nce; Pſal. 19. 1, 28. and exerciſe my ſelf 
15 Mo Godlineſs ? 1 
Wii. Do I make Conſcience of redeeming 
o tame, ſo as to join Time and Duty together? 
acuhhprecious Servant of the Lord was wont to 
„If a Man could anſwer to theſe two Que- 
ons he need not fear: Firſt, Am I God's 
id? Secondly, Am I in God's way? Pſal. 
9. 94. | | 
Pirect. 4. J, you would redeem your Time, 
pute your Time. Pray thou may'ſt do it, 
d. 90. 12. P/al. 30. 4. Numbring the Peo- 


vas David's Sin; but numbering his days 
© Puty. Tis common for Men to number 


eir Sheep, their Cattle, Houſes, Lands, 
fares, Money; but to number our days, is 
are kind of numbering : For the neglect of 
hich, what Arears are we fallen into with 
? great Landlord of our Time? Chriſtians, 
vide your Time into parcels, and confider 


PP little God hath 5 how much Time was 


ent in thy Infancy and Childhood, before 
cu hadſt the uſe of Reaſon 2 How much is 
"ent in our Callings and Imployments about 
ge World? How much in Eating, Drinking, 

d unprofitable Diſcourſe? Belides all this, 
ne half 


* 


en thou art alone, ask thy ſelf theſe que- 


half or more is ſpent in fleeping : So th: 
the work of God and our Immortal Souls, 
imploy but a very little. Therefore 'tis u 7" 
than time to redeem it. 

Direct. 5. Maintain always an holy fear 
on thine heart of coming to the end of I ine / 
fore thy work be done. Live continually in 
expectation of your great change; buy, fal 
converſe, read, pray, hear and do all as e 
ing Men, and paſſing to receive the rec > 
pence of endleſs Joy and Woe. - Chriſti, 
1 you would work while it is day; if 
would glorifie God on Earth; if you we 
ſecure and eternally fave your immo 
Souls; if you would not be a prey to 
Prince of Darkneſs ; If you would ſtand y 
comfort before the Lord Jeſus at his dread 


ar; if you would not ſpend your days wif | 
out hope: Ariſe therefore and be doing, An. 
the Lord be with you. ro- 


Deut. 32. 29. 
O that they were wiſe that they 


derſtood this, that they would co 
ſider their latter end. 


"T's always ſeaſonable to inſiſt on ſ 
Subjects as direct us to ſpeak of anothe 
World, eſpecially in times of great Sick 
by neſs and Mortality, in which thouſan! 
of Souls, night and day have been crowdin 
| int 


ſt 
at 


to 
( 


Eternity ( witneſs the late dreadful 
ve in ſixty five.) I therefore made choice 
Nis ſerious and heart-awakening Subject, 
drowſie, ſecure Souls might be awaken- 
o a deep conſideration of the World to 
e. The whole Chapter is ſtiled the Song 
Hoſes, his Swan- like Song, or Song before 
Death, the dying words of that Eminent 
ful Servant of God; and if the words of a 
g Man are to be regarded how much more 
words of a dying Moſes ? This Moſes be- 
ready to go into the other World, com- 
ed this Song of which the Text is part; 
dying words are weighty, and make the 
peſt impreſſion. 


miſſor y. 
In the Narrative you have, 

A Narration of the infinite Greatneſs and 
ſ glorious Attributes of the God of 1/rael, 
roduced with a pathetical and awakening; 
lamation, Give ear O ye Heavens, 1 wi 
ak; and hear O Earth, t he words of my mouth. 
a. We have a Narration of their Corrupti- 
 Ingratitude and Rebellion, ver. 5. 6. They 
e corrupted themſelves, they are à perverſe 
| crooked Generation; do ye thus require the 
rd, O fooliſh People and unwiſe ? Notwith- 
nding the remarkable Favours and rare 
dulgence of God toward them, yet they 
ſook him, provoked him to jealouſie with 
ange Gods, and ſacrificed to Devils, and not 
to God, ver. 16, 17. Becauſe of which. he 
vatens. | x20 


2:3 


* . . * 4 £ 
he Song is partly Narratory, Minatory, Ml 
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1. To hide hit face from them, than whi 
nothing more bitter to the Soul, ver. 20, 
2. To inflict variety of fore - Temporſſh pr: 
Judgments upon them; than which nothihme 
more burthenſome to the Body, I w1/! s. 
miſchief upon them; I will ſpend mine Arr m 
upon them, they ſhall be burnt with hunger, afFea! 
devoured with burning heat, and with biuWun 
deſtruction; the Sword without, and ter T! 
mithin ſhall deſtroy both the young Man and ut 
Virgin, with the Man of Gray- Hairs,, forWng 
fire is kindled in mine Anger, and ſhall burn is 
the loweft Hell. And, ver. 27. God gives et! 
reaſon why he would not utterly deſirþra' 
them, and make a full end of them, Mere Ton 
not that I feared the wrath of the Enemy, . T 
And now tne words of the Text ſeem to WVil 
the Application of the whole; O that rv. 
would conſider their latter end 1. 
Jou may look upon theſe Words, as it we 
a Mount caſt up, by which the People of 
rael might take a view of things to come, an 
have a proſpe& of what ſhould befal themi 
their latter end. O that they were wiſe ! I. 
be wiſe is ſuppoſed to that brutiſhneſs, Pix. 
28. They were a Nation void of Counſand 
for they wanted the right exerciſe of Reaſot 
and that Wiſdom which is above, to obſen 
and _— the gracious Providences an 
Diſpenſations of God. 


That they would confider. Conſideration 1 
a fixed act of the Underſtanding, or minWre 


M order to practice; for doing and conſide 
ing are frequently joyn'd together, Jung 
Dh es 18. 1 


8. 4. Now therefore conſider what you have to | 
„ Heb. 10. 24. Let us conſider one another | 
provoke unto Love and good Works, The 
me thing is variouſly expreſſed in Scripture, | 
2, to look narrowly upon a thing, to call IF 
mind, to know, and to conſider in ones 
geart, to call things to remembrance, tocom- 
une with a Man's Heart, P/al. 77. 5, 6. 
Their latter end. By which we are not only 
underſtand thoſe tremendous and deſola- 
ing Judgments that ſhould ſurpriſe them in 
his World, but to remember the great things 
f the other; as alſo Old Age, Death, the 
rave, Eternity; Death with its Antecedents, 
oncomitants and Conſequents. 
The Words contain a pathetical Option or 
Viſh, O that they were wiſe ! In which ob- 
erve | 
1. The perſon wiſhing, viz, The great and 
zlorious God. | | 
2. The thing deſired, And that is divine 
. a Jewel indeed, a price far above 
Kubies. . 
3. The perſons for which God thus deſir'd, 
iz. For Jſrael, a People nigh to the Lord, 
nd yet a brutiſh, inconſiderate, and unwiſe 
eople. O that they were wiſe, &c. 
4. What this Wiſdom is, mherein it doth coli 
t; viz," In the conſideration of their latter 
nd. | 2 | 
The Doctrines obſervable from the Words x 
petheſe :e 145 10 5 5 1-5 ES 
he Ve. 1 Thar Goll doth earneſtly deſire ani 
tot ſude. the goon of A Problleae. 
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* Do. 2. That an inconſiderate People au 
| Fooliſh and unwiſe People. 


Doct. 3. The want of ſerious conſider ation 
incident, not only to the Prophane, but to Al. 
profeſſing God and Godlineſs. The Iſraelit 
were the only Church of God then ia th 


World, and yet they were not wiſe to undef 


ſtand and conſider their latter end. 

I ſhall not handle this part, but ſpeak to ty 
chief ſcope and intent of the words in this on 
Propoſition. 

Doct. 4. That it is a duty and matter of hi 


concerument to conſider our latter end. O thi 


they were wiſe ! That they would conſider 


| 2/z. practically conſider, and live always it 


the belief of the other World, fo as to doa! 
their work while it is day! This ſeems to b 


a great import of the Spirit of God in thi 


Text. 


: A Fade Mecum, it ſhould rife up with you, lit 


Eternal Souls! Whatever eſcapeth your 
thoughts, this muſt not; this ſhould be your 


down with you, walk with you where-evet 
you go or are. This Moſes himſelf, that pre 
cious and renowned Servant of God deſired, 


ſeeing ſuch a dreadful mortality in the Wil 
derneſs, and fo many fad ſpectacles of Divini 
Wrath, F/ al. go. 12. So teach us to numbe 
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our days, that we may apply our hearts to mij: 


dom. And as Moſes deſired it, fo alſo holy 
David, Pſal. 39. 4. Lord make me to know 


my my end, and meaſure 45 days, what it ui 
that 1 may know hom frat — And Solide 
ſets a better upon it, Ecaleſ. y. 2. It ung 
- | 18. - 


to the houſe of mourning, than to the houſe of || 
aing, for that is the end of all Men, and the | 
ion Nving will lay it to his heart. And it is an ar- 2 3 
AM Jument that Men are dead, when at a Houſe 
eli Monrning they are not moved with due 
| tiompaſſion to a due and deep conſideration of f 15 
ndeeir doleful and dying condition. 3 
ſhall come now to ſhew you what we are 
5 conſider, concerning our latter end: And 
that it may take a deep impreſſion upon all] 
at read theſe plain truths! | x: 
Seriouſly conſider and believe. | 
| 
L 


6 att 


k e 
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1. That it is moſt certain that an end will be. 
or whatſoever the Scriptures ſpeak of Death, 
Whe Grave and Hell, is an infallible Truth. 
ou are to conſider, That every Man is 
1ortal, muſt die, and paſs into the other 

orld, and that in every one of your Bodies, 
here is an Immortal and never-dying Soul, 
nd that after theſe Bodies have ſlept in the 
aſt of the Earth, they ſhall live again; there 
hall be a ReſurreRion of the Juſt and Unjuſt, 
nd at the end of the World, a Tribunal ſhall 
e ſet up, before which all the World ſhall be 
nade to ſtand. And that as ſoon as your 
reath is gone, the Spirit ſhall return to God 
What gave it, either to the Juſtice of God, or 
o the Mercy of God, to the place of Joy, or 
d the place of Torment. 1 
oy Our Tranſgreſſion, natural Conſtitution, 
zonfrith a Statute Law of Heaven, have brought 
%s under a neceſſity of dying. Where ever 
{Fe Viper faſtneth, it killeth certainly, though Þ 
Rot ſuddenly : Sin ns Death are gud, 
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; L 74) 
Sin is the great Murderer that lets Death i 
to the World, for her Honſe inclineth u 
death, and her paths unts the dead. In the d 
that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely di 
Gen. 2. 17. viz, Thou ſhalt become Mort; 
As ſoon as Adam had finned, he (and wei 


him our Repreſentative) became ſubje& 


liable to death: Sin, like a mighty Monar 
reigned from Adam to Moſes : A Malefadt 
caſt at the Bar, is dead in Law, though 
be reprieved for a time; the Body (faith ti 
Apoſtle) is dead becauſe of Sin : Some diei 
the Womb, ſome in their Infancy, ſomei 
their Youth, and they that live longeſt diet 
liſt : Death never hurts a Man but with | 
own Weapons? it always finds fin in us, 4 
the ſt ing of Death is ſin. And where ever y( 
meet it or ſee it, you may ſay of it, as Ab: 


to the Prophet, Haſt thou found me, O ni 


Enemy! Death, and every Death is the fri 
of Sin, death temporal, death ſpiritual, at 
deith eternal. e Soul that fins ſhall di 
Ezek. 18. 20. The wages of fin is death, Ro 
6. 23. Our natural Conſtitution rendere 
us obnoxious to a diſſolution ; our fleſh is nc 

the fleſh of Stone or of Braſs, but frail « 
mouldering Duſt, to which, as to our cente! 
we muſt return, Gen. 3. 19. Duſt thou an 
and unto duft thou fpalt return, Eccleſ. 3. 2 
Fl! go to one place, all are of the duſt, and. 
turn to duft again, Heb. g. 27. It is appointi 
anto Man once to die, Job 14. f. His day. 
Aetermined, the number of his Months s 


With eue, theu hat appoigued his bounds th 
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fie againſt this King of Terrors; impartial 


Beauty, then Abſalom, if Strength, then 
ampſon, if ſincerity and piety, then David; 
ſubtilty, then Achirophel;, it Magnanimi- F 
ay, then Alexander; if Riches, then Creſus ; 


\ 
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22 


22 


ens to them all; ſo that when the fatal Mee 


ure ſtate of retribution, according to our 
Faith, to which we muſt live or die, ſtand K 
dr fall to Eternity, it would have a greater 
nfluence upon our Lives. 
2. Confid. That at your latter end all things 
n this World will fail you, and take their leave | 
pf you for ever, All your natural Endow- 
nents, outward Injoyments, Parts, Paren- 
age, Birth, Breeding, Wit, Wealth, Crowns, 
Lingdoms, Pearls, Diamonds, Houles, Lands, 


4 an 
: F Ws gone, all theſe are gone, Prov. 27. 24. 
e, are not for ever, neither doth a Crown 


ndure to all Generations, Theglittering Sun 


Nach clearly evince. 3 have Wings, and 
| Z 


cannot paſs. No Shield or Buckler can for- i; 


* 


* 


; 
5 
| 
| 
ives, Children, Friends: when your Breath | 


fall outward Glory will certainly ſet, which 
your own experience, and Scripture-Evidence | 
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heath (the great Leveller) knows no faces, 

d therefore none can be exempted. If 
vithfulneſs might challenge immunity from 
Death, then Afoſes might have been excuſed; 
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F Wiſdom, then Solomon; but one event hap- „ 
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nent cometh, no Ranſom can be given, no 
rt nor skill can keep us here: Sirs, were 
his Doctrine of the other World believed, 
t would have a greater impreſſion upon our 
earts; did we ſeriouſly confider of that ſu- 


777 
They fly away, Prov. 3.5. The faſhion of t 
world paſſeth away, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31. || 

P. bronght nothing into this world, and tis ce 
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ards, and Trees of all manner of Fruits, u. 
riety of Servants, poſſeſſion of great and (mi 
Cattle, heaps of Gold and Silver, peculii 
# Trealure of Kings, Muſical Inſtrument 
Men and Women Singers, and whatſoever hi 
© Eyes delired; yet, when he takes a ſerio 
view of all Things, he would ſay with himſe 
all is vanity, and that a Man hath no profit. 
all his labour which he taketh under the Sy: 
_ which made the Wiſe-man even to hate Lif 
—_— LEccle/. 2. : 
1 . Since the Fall there is a Curſe upon th 
Creature, which indeed is deceiving, vexin 


4 


* decaying, and all outward Comforts may 
compared to Pharaoh's Hoſt, who are alii 
this hour, and the next drown'd and def 
upon the Sea-ſhore : And though you judz 
they ſhall endure for ever, Pſal. 49. 11. Lil 
12. 19. They will deal by you as Abſalon 
Mole, that left him in his greateſt Extrem 
ty. What woful Miſeries attend world 
_— Riches, in the getting, keeping and partin 
with them? They are Snares and Thorn 
Plagues and Scorpions unto many, the 
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f | pierce them through with many Sorro 
I Tin. 9.10. y 
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75 their Bodies, tire their Spirits, break their 
4 Cer 
6. 
vf t 
eruſWthing but Perpetuity : And when they have 
JingÞPne all, like the Silk-worm, die in their 
Or Nork: Nay, many a Man farvives his on 
s, MPippineſs, which periſheth before he periſh- 


onſciences, ingulf and drown themfelves 


(mh 3 and it's the worſt of Miferies to out- 


culiMve our own happineſs: Therefore let not 


1enWiches heighten your Hearts and prompt you. + 


er Pride, which is too to common. 
rio This day the rich Worldling ſang a Regui- 
nsch to his ſadly deluded Soul, concluding he 


oul is required. Haman is to day the ſe- 
ond Man in the Kingdom, but ſoon loſt all, 
d his Life too. Now doth Nebuchadne x- 
ar walk in his ftately Royal Palace of Ba- 
-/, priding himſelf in outward Pomp; but 
chile the word was in his Mouth, a Voice 
ume from Heaven, ſaving, O King Nebuchad- 
ezzar, to thee be it ſpoken, thy Kingdom is de- 
arted from thee, Dan. 4. 29, 30, 31. 

Feruſalem this year is the Princeſs among 
he Provinces, the next year made Tributa- 
y, and they that lived delicately are deſo- 
ate, and embrace Dunghils, Lam. 1. 1. and 
4 5. Yeſterday Job's Cattle might be num- 
ered by thouſands, and to morrow he is 
Stripped of all, and left naked. Neither is 
"Per Age without a fad and dreadful inſtance, 


D 3 | ſtand- 


Yet here Men toil, beat their Brains, wea- || 
eep, perplex their Thoughts, rack their RB 


Cares, endanger their Souls, dreaming of 


d much laid up; the night following his | 


viz.). famous London, on the-Lord's- dax 


ſtanding, by Weaneſday burnt and laid ot 
©* aſhes, and thouſands of her Inhabitants houſeſhrio 
leſs and harbourleſs; therefore if Riches in. 
; creaſe, ſet not your Hearts upon them; the 


7 


up in your mouldering, decaying, dying Bo 
dies be cared for! What can it profit a Man, 
to gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul! 
Mat. 16. 26. | 
3. Conſider. How ſoon all the preſent Plec 
* ſures of Sin will be gone, and leave nothing but 
_ :/::2g. Old Age, Weakneſs, Sickneſs, will 
make a great change in the whole outward 
Man, as to Beauty, Strength, natural Yi 
our, livelineſs of Senſes, and all whereby 1 
Man might take any pleaſure in the World 
or in his Luſts. When Sickneſs, Old Age, 
== Death's fore-runner cometh, it will make 4 
ſtrange change in the moſt comely Counte- 
> nance; Corporal Comelineſs and Beauty is 
bon ſtained ; Sickneſs will not only fade it, 
but deface it: You that are endowed with 
comely proportion, ſparkling Eyes, well fe 
vouredneſs, amiableneſs of Colours of white 
and red, with ſtraitneſs and agility of Body, 
with a chearful aſpect; when Old Age com- 
1 eth, it will plow deep Furrows in thoſe fair 
Faces, and yet many (ignorant of their foul 
Souls, and filthy Ilearts) are proud of their 
| [7 fiir Faces and comely Features, ſo that they 
grow wanton by reaſon of it, and to ſet out I'S 
* Beauty and Whiteneſs of their Skins, IT 
| (10t 


id ſhot being contented with their Creator's wn 
ouleKrious make) will add Painting, Patches, 


s In-Moudering, Criſping, Curling, artificial Hair, 0 - 


thefhd what not? Know, that Old Age will 


n let 
laid 
3 Bo 
Han 


oul! 


kin-deep) but abate your outward ſtrength, j 


hereby you may have any worldly plea- þ 
re. | 7 
Old Age is Solomon's evil day, when the 
| un, Moon and Stars will be darkned, the 
les eepers of the Houſe tremble, and the ſtrong, f 
| bu en bow themſelves, and the Grinders ceaſe, 
Wilind all the Daughters of Muſick ſhall be 
arlſ@rought low, and fear ſhall be in the way, nn 


ofit Wot only wither your Beauty (which is but 8 8 


tural vigour, livelyneſs of ſenſes, and all ne 


Viithen the whole outward Man is decayed, il 


„gz. Eyes dim and dark, Ears deaf, Teetn 
19 Rotten, Gums bare, Head bald, Breath cor- Fn 
85 Mupt, Head and Feet weak and trembling | 
e ihn eyil day indeed in which you ſhall find no | 


te. Welight in your former dalliances, for the | = 


is Praſhopper will be a burthen, and deſire ſhatb nl 
It, ail, Eccleſ. 2. But the Beauty of Grace Wi- 

it hers not under the greateſt declinings of na- {nl 
ural Beauty; for Grace is the Oyl in the 
Lamp that never goeth out, but ſhineth jan 
nore and more. The King's Daughter is all 
glorious within, Pſal. 45. Godlineſs which is 
God's likeneſs caſts a luſtre that is very love- nl 
ly in the ſight of God and Man. Thou art all „ 

? 


air my Dove, and there is no ſpot in thee, _ 
Sinners! You that now taſte the ſweet of 
Sin, rejoyce to do wickedly, that ſpend your 
Time in riotous drunkenneſs, in chambers of 

D 4 wane ff SY 


75 


YC) 


—_ wintonneſs, lie upon beds of Ivory, ari 


2 
= 


ſtretch your ſelves on your Couches, and ey 
the Lamb out ef the Flock, that chant to th: 
—_ ſound of the Viol, that drink Wine in Bowl; 
_ that are not grieved for the Afflictions of J. 
ep that put far away the evil day! Kno, 
that the fire of fin will burn, and that you 
feet Morſels are but for a Moment; thok 
ſweet Morſels and delicate Dainties will coſt 
vou dear. 
Uear now this, you that are given to ple 
S fire; that feat your ſelves in doing evil; 
tis but a little Time, and you will ſee an! 
y, that all your Delights, Hopes, Joys ar: 
—_— paſt and gone, and that you ſhall never ſe: 
3 4 or taſte them more, only the Gravel, Gal, 
ws Guilt and Sting will remain. You that 
love this helliſh Banquet of Sin, (the ſtoll' 
1 q waters that are ſweet, and bread eaten in ſe- 


t 


; 
* 
pay 

3 


cret that's pleaſant) don't know that tlie 
dead are there, and that her Gueſt are in 
the depths of Hell, Prov. g. 17, 18. Sin is! 
feet Poiſon, pleaſant in the acting, but bitter 
in the end Vor the Soul that ſiuneth ſhall dit, 


. 


within you, 7 20. 12, 13. Conſider alſo, 
that your ſecret wickedneſs, committed in the 
dark, in corners, that is masked and cloſe kept, 
* is known to Gd. | 

| f The infinite holy, and Heart-ſearching God 
marks them, Job 10. 14. H. ſ. 7. 2. Watcheth 
1 them, Job 14. 16. Sealeth them, they are 
4 | down 


to the 
Bow Iz 
of Joe 


Kno 


Your 
those 
[1 coſt 


pley 
evil 
e and 
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0d 
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own among his Treaſures, Deut. 32. 34. 


ST 
nd they wilt find you out, Numb. 32. 33. and 
if not truety and deeply repented of and 
pardoned) they will lie down with you in 
e Grave, and follow you into the others 
Vorld, and meet you at God's dreadful Bar, ne 
ind be diſcovered-in the ſight of the whole 
orld : Evil ſhall purſue the Sinner: This nn 
vil thing, and bitter (bred in the Wound, 1 
ot buried in the Grave, not extinguiſhed by 
the fire of Hell) ſhall perſue the Sinner unto) 
Jell, Sinners, this is moſt certain, unrepent-“ 
d fins will never leave you, but lie down and 
riſe with you; your bones are full of the fins} 
of your Youth, Which ſhalt lis down withM 
you in the duſt, Job 20. 11. Sin is a bad Bed-F 
fellow, and a worſe Grave-fellow ; and if ic 
ſleep with you, it will awake with you when ll 
the dreadful Trumpet ſhall ſound 5 Ariſe je 
dead and come to Judgement The damned inf 
Hell, have all their ſins about them; thatÞ 
which was the cauſe of their being caſt into 
Hell, will be their everlaſting Companions! 
there, and will you take thele Vipers and 
Scorpions into your boſoms, that will be al-“ 
ways gnawing upon your Hearts? Know this, 
your poſting Sun of all ſinful ſenſual delights! 
will ſet in the dreadful Ocean of endleſs, eaſe- 
leſs, and remedileſs Sorrow. „ 
4. Conſider, That only which i- S N 
will ſtand you in ſtead — you come to die, 
(vix.) when you ſhall ſhoot the vaſt Gulph, 
and launch out into the infinite Ocean of Eter-vnl 
nity, that hath neither bounds, nor banks, novÞ 
bottom. D 5 Im 
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Immortal Souls! do you ſee any thing Wt} 

ht hath Eternity graven upon it? There rc 

re varieties of Objects, both of Perſons and Im 

_ hings, that preſent themſelves to your view, S 

ift up your Eyes to the vaſt Heavens that ft 

re beſpangled and beautified with a glorious ſt] 

an, Moon and glittering Stars, that have t! 

een there for ſome thouſand of years, ſee BL 

_ whether Eternity be there. No, they had y 

_ cir beginning, and muſt have their period, Wi 

e-. 1. Heb. 1. 10, 11. Thon Lord in the be- ff 

7g haſt laid the foundation of the Earth, Nh 

2:4 ib; Heavens are the works of thine hands: 2 

; e ſhall periſh, they wax old as doth a gar- a 

4 nent, but thou remaineft The day is coming i. 
herein the Sun ſhall be turned into darkneſs, Þ 

id the Moon into blood; the Stars of Heaven Þ 

2 fall, aud the powers of the Heaven hal 


e ſhaken, and the Elements ſhall melt with fer- 


ent heat, and the Earth with the Works that 


re therein Hall be burnt up, Mat. 24. 29. 
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giſt rates, Miniſters, are theſe for ever? No, 


N 1 


many of them are gone down to the dark 
Valley already, and ſhall return no more. 
; Or look to thoſe brave Heroes, Alexander, 
Ceſar, Pompey, and where are they ? A 
+4 | > | ey 
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But now (if you are believers) 


there is Chriſt your dear Redeemer, the 


Prince of Glory, and a Houſe ndt made with 


Hands, eternal in the Heavens; and upon the 


| Favour of God, the Love and Rignteouſnely 1 
of Chriſt, you may ſee Eternity. = 


Again, turn your Eyes inward to the bid! 
den Man of the Heart, is there the ſeed oj 
God, or mene of his Image. 
vine Nature? John 3. 9. 2 Pet. I. 4. Is ther 
any active living, ſpringing Principle of 


* 
ma 
14 


Eternity; Grace is * re of Glory, 


5H 


And the , 


they not all conquered by the King of Ter 
Frors, and held in the Priſon of the Grave fo 
many hundred years? Look to your Gol 
Silver, Pearls, Perfumes, coſtly Cabinets# 
ſtately Structures, Princely Palaces, are 
theſe for ever? No, they are corruptible 
things, and cannot deliver in the day of the 
Lord's Wrath. King's Palaces are deſolate 
places ready to become a heap : Crowns ar 
iranſlated from Head to Head; Scepters pa 
from one Hand to another; and Kingdom 
have their riſe, and they have their ruine 
and will you ſell your precious Souls for Peli. 
and tranſitory Trafh, which indeed is more 
in expeRation than in fruition ; conſider ho 
little that is worth, for which you run then 
| dreadful hazard of loſling-Heaven. =p 


Th * 
8 
2 — 


_ 
| lift up your 7 
Eyes to the everlaſting Hills, and put th 
Eagles Eye of Faith within the Veil; there is 
the Ancient of Days; God your Father ig 
the chiefeſt Good, and higheſt Happineſs} 


Fn of which runs into the Ocean, and ge. Fo! 
ing elſe can befriend you; For the things h 
bat are ſcen are temporal, but the things that 2 
zre not ſeen are eternal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. 

F. Conſid. Mhich of the two Eternities you Þþ 
Vie going towards. T would have you deeply 
nd ſerioully conſider, that there is one place] 
or the Sheep, and another for the Goats ; one 
place for the Righteous, and another for the 
KF Ungodly; one place for Believers, and ano- 
ther for Unbelievers; one place for the Dead, | 
und another for the Living; an eternal Night, Ide 
bre eternal Day; eternal Pains,or eternal Plea- Hy. 
pures, eternal Bliis, or eternal Burnings; an Ha 
W eternal Life, or eternal Death; an eternal Þ y: 
BY Heaven, or eternal Hell, H 
& Now Sinners, ſtop here and conſider; Un- Þ t: 
o which of theſe two do you belong? Have Þ fe 
ou any certainty of a Bleſſed and Glorious Þ i: 
{ Eternity ? That Heaven or Hell will be your | 
WW placeand portion? For reſolving of which, 
bonſider and anſwer to theſe Queries. 
Baze you unfeignedly believed, repented, 
And turned to God with the renting of your 
Zearts, and reſigned your whole Souls to him? 
Do you find your Hearts affectionately and 
behemently carried out to Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as 
ot to be fatish-d without Union and Com- 
munion with him? Is Jeſus Chriſt the Belov- 
ed and Darling of your Souls? 
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* 
n. oa muſt fow before you can reap; and they 
ines hat ſow in Tears Hall reap in Foy, Plalmy 
that 26. 5. | be 
- Are yon Heaven-born, or born after the 
r you [Fleſh only? If by a ſound work of Converſi- 
eply Men you are become new Creatures indeed, 
lace ſ Cor. 5. 17. it is well, ſtand and wonder at! 


one Namazing mercy ; if not, fear and tremble, fork 
the if you fail here, you are utterly undone for, 
1NQ- WeVEr. „5 
ead, Further, Are you riſen with Chriſt, or 


:ht, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, Eph. 2.1. Are 
lea- yon Partakers of the firft Reſurrection, or 
an Pare you in your Graves rotting, ſtinking in 
nal your Sins, being piſt feeling ? Are you truly 

at odds with fin, and every ſin? or do you 
Jn. take pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs? Are you 
ive for Godlineſs in the life and power of it, and 
Ons Þ is there no reigning allowed ſin in your hearts 
Dur and ways? Doth lin, and every fin look ug- 
ch, ly, feel heavy, taſte bitter, and nn Idol oF 

the Heart to keep Chriſt out of his Throne 
4, No ſecret in fin lived in againſt Conſcience mM 
ur Do you pray and deſire to live in the fear, 
1? Þ andas under the Eye of God, making conſci- 
1d ence of ſecret fins, and of ſecret duties, with 
as a fincere reſpe& to God's Glory, and your Wn 
1- on Good? Doth the Heart-ſearching God 
find you in your Cloſets, or on your Knees; 
— — evening pouring out your Souls 
e before him? Every one that is godly will 
ſs pray, Pſal. 32. 6. * | f 
, Are you crucified to the World, or de 
vor Souls cleave unto the duſt? Have poo = 


(7 


1 4 * p 


rreaſure in Heaven, or Treaſures in the 
Field only? Have you bought the Pearl? or 
1 bo you content with Pebbles ? Who are 


— 


Pour Aſſociates the Devil's Herd, or Chriſt's 
Flock? Are you companions for Swine and 


* 
— 


© Filthy Dogs, the world of Ungodly, or offHa 
J- 

be Doves and Lambs of Chriſt? Whoſe. 1 
ANark have you, the Mark of Sheep? (viz, lv 
& Holineſs, Humility, Innocency,) or the Mark 3: 


bf Goats? (viz. Luft, Pride and Unclean- 
els.) Who keeps the Throne, the King of 
ints, or the God of this World ? Do your 
earts and Lives ſpeak, Haven, Heaven 
eaven, or Hell, Hel, Hell? Hell is not! 
more the place of the Devil, than the Heart H 
f a Wicked Man. Can yon look upward 


"*z 
- — 


< 


ind ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, or 
Wu you look downward and ſay, Our Fu- 
Per which art in Hell? How can you take 
omfort in any thing of this World, that are 
ke to be unſpeakably and eternally miſera- 
ple in the other World? Suppoſe you had 
ts much of the Riches, Pomp and Glory of 
he World as any. Man that ever lived upon 
the Face of the Earth; if you could fay, this 
Drown, this Kingdom, this Country is mine; 

is Gold, this Silver, or this Shop, theſe 


1 | theſe Flocks, this Corn, theſe Cattel, theſe 
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Jour precious Souls? are they ſecured? have 


1 


ſou made a real preparation for Death and 


1 
|| Judg- 
ur 


4 
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1Jsment, or left all undone ? Are you VeF wu 
Is of Honour prepared unto Glory, or Ve- 
ls of Wrath Reed to Deſtrution ? R. 
2. 23. Let conſcience ſpeak, commune with 
our Hearts, P/ al. 4.4. Conſider your ways 
Hag. 1.5. Search and try your ſelves, Lam. 
J. prove your own work, examine your 
elyes whether you are in the Faith, 2 Cr. 
3. 5. Whatſoever you ſow you ſhall cer- 
ainly reap, Gal. 6. 7, 8. and in the place 
there the Tree falleth, there it ſhall lie, 
our [Eccleſ, 11. 13. If it falleth to the North, it 
vers, ieth to the North; if it falleth towards the 
not Pouth, it lieth towards the South. If ou 
art ive and die towards Heaven, Heaven will be 
ard (your place and home, but if you live and 
or ie towards Hell, Hell will be your place and 

Fa- home. For according to your doing in this 

ke World, will be your doom in the World that 

re is to come, 2 Cor.5. 10. And is it not ſad and 

ra- dread ful, to believe that you have preci- 

ad Fous never-dying Souls, and do not know 

of Ewhether they ſhall be ſaved or damned, ſtand 

'n Por fall, live or die to all Eternity? and yet 

is this is the caſe of thouſands and mikions of 

; Men and Women now in the World, that 

are making poſt haſt to Hell, and think and 

hope they are in the way to Heaven, Prov 
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e 16. 25. 
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6. Conſid. How near are you to your Ever. 

laſting Habitation ? You are all going down | 

the ſtream of Time, into the great Ocean, 

and you will ſhortly come thither. There, 

is not a ſtep you Rep, nor a breath you draw, 
| nor 


- 


a For a word you ſpeak, not a moment of 
Time you live, but hath an influence upon 
; Eternity. Theſe golden fands running be- 
#&ween two Eternities will quickly be gone, 
a ſhort race will be ſoon run. O what 1 
nothing is our Life! viz. a ſpan, a dream, 
$ ' wind, a ſhadow, a vapour, a poſt, {wifter 
than a poſt, Job 7. 6. You are all going to 
Pour long and laſt home, to the Houſe of E- 
# Feernity ; every Man goeth to his long home, 
ZEccleſ. 12. 5. How doth he go? He goeth 
wiftly, always in motion, night and day, 
eepins and waking, labouring or loitering, 
rhis Poſt haſtens, Time and Tide ſtay not. 
Again, he goeth inſenſibly; Man doth not 
Uiſcern or perceive how his precious Time 
Noth fly from him; the Shadow on the Dill 
0 paſſeth from one hour or figure to another, 
from the Sun riling to the ſetting, though its 
peedy tranſient motion is not obſerved; ſo 
Man paſſeth from Infancy to Childhood, 
7 prom Childhood to Youth, from Youth to 
Middle-age, and ſo to O!d-age, and the 
rave, and we take little or no notice of it, 
gain, de goeth irreſiſtibly, neither Men 
vor Angels, Phyfick nor Phyſician can keep 
him here; it is as eaſy to obſtruct the whole 
courſe of Nature, or to hinder God's Cove- 
nant of day and night. A Man may as well 
; reſtrain the Sun from riſing, the Sea from Mw 
3 or the Wind from blowing, as keep at 
a Man from dying, and going to the place ap- A 
pointed for all living. We are but of yeſter- ſu 
day, Job 8. 9. It way but vs it were yeſterday, d 
1 and 
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Yeth 
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19857 
10. 
not 
ime 


2141 


O | 
t old we were in the Womb of nothing, had 
upon 
be- 
one, 
at 2 
am, 
[ter 


o being, and it will be but as it were to 
orrow, and we ſhall diſappear, and (be as 
this World Jas if it had never been. We 
re cruſhed before the Moth, Job 4. 19. 
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Ind in a Moment we go down into the Grave, 


ad ſhall come up no more. Yea, our Pi- 
ares and Statutes remain freſh and firm, 
hen we are gone down to the bars of the 
it, and reſt together in the Duft, and our 
ery Dogs, Horſes, live when we are dead 
nd become Meat for Worms. = 
This Heart - affecting Meditation had a Ve* } 
y great influence on a great Perſian King, | 
ho taking a view of his huge vaſt Army, 
ept to think that within an hundred years, 
ot one Man of them would be left alive. ne 
zinners, you are to look beyond the Grave, 
decauſe after Death, the Judgment, Heb. 9. 
>7. O then tremble to conſider, that youare | 
ll this day ſtanding before the door of Eter- 
ity, either on the brink of Life, or the 
drink of Death, upon the borders of Heaven, 
or the mouth of Hell, and ſhall e'er long be 
nade to ſee what is on the other ſide of the 
Vall? As ſoon as Death hath ſhut your Eyes, 
you ſhall ſee and know what you ſhall be for 
ver. If you are now unconverted, and with- 
ut God in the World, you are almoſt come 
'ithin the ſight of the burning Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone; but if Saints, you are almoſt 5 
within the view of the New Jeruſalem ; if 
ungodly finners, you are almoſt within the 
dreadful noiſe of the milſtones of wang = 
and 
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4. ould not conſider or believe till we came i 

i diſmal place of Torment ! There you may 
ear the curled, tormented Unbelievers cry. 
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Sand the Ratlings of the fiery Chains of the 
riſoners of Hell; the dolorous Out- cries 
and hideous roarings of the Spirits in Priſon, 
rying out one and all, O what evil, and in. 
nite evil and bitter thing is ſin, which wh 
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jecting, and Soul- murdering fin of Infidelity, 
Haying in the anguiſh of his Soul, F had ar. 
epted of the remedy, 1 had not been in thi; 
oleful miſery ;, the Lord of Glory was at th: 
gor, I heard him knock a long time, but would 
not let him in; therefore is Hells mouth ſhut 
on me for ever. There the Swearers, Liars, 
ſphemers, that did tear and rend the 82. 
cred Name of their Creator, and ſwear by 
the Blood and Wounds of their offered Re. 
deemer, are heard with their hot and ſcorch'l 
Tongues to bewail that ever they ſhould take 
the Name of the infinite holy God in vain. 
There the Hypocritical and falſe-hearted 
Profeſſors, the Sinners in Sion cry out and 
wiſh, that either they had made no ſhew of 


125 out upon his God-provoking, Chriſt-re, 
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glove to Chriſt and Holineſs at all, or that 
they had loved him, in ſincerity, and above 
gall, that ſo they might have eſcaped everlait- W 

ing burnings. 1 

There the impudent, ranting, ſwiniſh In 
Drunkard that pleaſed his Eye and Palate he. 
with his pleaſant Cups, ſparkling Wine and 
q curſed Companions, is heard to wiſh in the 
Agony of his Soul, O that I had been ſober, 


ten- 
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f the mperate, ahſtemi O0Us, that fo I might not have f 5 
cries ed of the Wine of the wrath of God, which nn 
riſon, WW red and full of mixture, the dregs 5 5 . 
d in-Mmuft be made to drink for ever, Plal. 75. 8. - 
% wei. 5. 22. | mm 
ne u There the filthy, unclean Adulterers and 


dultereſſes, that burned in their helliſh Luft 
cry. Nhich they were reſolved to ſatisſie, are heard 

ſt·Te. I wiſh, O that we had been ſo ſober, modeſt, | 

hat, and that our wanton luſtful Eyes had 

en ftark blind, and never known or ſeen the 

we of Man or Woman, that we might not ne 
ave ſuffered the Vengeance of Eternal Fire, 


oui qude 7. | i 
gau There the notoriouſly vile, abominable A- 
iars ſWheiſts, that mocked and ſcoffed at the belief 
e Sf a Deity and Judgment to come, and that 


id in the pride and itoutneſs of their Hearts, 
Re. t him make ſpeed and haſte this Work, ae 
chi at we may ſee it; for we have made a Co- 
take Menant with Death, and with Hell are we at 
. [greement, may be heard to roar and cry, 
rted h that we had heard, believed and feared 
and Nhat was foretold by Miuiſters concerning this 
* ar and dreadful place before it was too 
chat Nate! 
ore There the Worldling and wretched Earth- 
aſt- Nrorm, that made Earth his Heaven, Gold 
is God and chiefeſt Good, is heard to fay 
1iſh In the bitterneſs of his Heart, O that I had 
ate ever ſeen any Gold or Silver all my days, ſo 
ind What I might have had a better portion, or that 
the ¶ had with Laz: rus bepged my bread, ſo that I 
er, Might not have come inio this place of Torment, 
There 


5 | o_ | | 
„ 1 There the timerous, fearful, cowardyſþ 
Apoſtate and Backflider in heart, who for 
fear of a little outward hardſhip, declined hi 
F profeſſed Principles, and turned his back on 
Chriſt, and his perſecuted little Flock, may 
be heard to wiſh that either he had never 
$ known the way of Righteoufnefs, or that h; 
had been faithful to the Death. 
Secure and ſadly deluded Souls, conſider 
you are not far from this direful Gulf, where 
F multitudes of Souls lament and weep day an 
night; and certainly, if the horrible and 
amazing cries and yellings of thoſe inferna] 
Spirits were ſounding in your ears, you would 
not reſt quiet in your Beds and Houſes. 
There were ſad and aſtoniſhing out.: cries, 
when the Word was drowned, when Sodon 
was burned, to ſee the Clouds ſuddenly drop 
fire on their Heads and Houſes, and Men, 
Women and Children burning together: 
# But this was but a flea bite to that place 
where is weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth to 
all Eternity. Remember all you that forget 
God, the day of your calamity is at hand, BS 
and the things that ſhall come upon you, MH 
make haſt, Deut. 32. 35. og 0! 
But if you are the Servants of the Lord, Hu 
and real Saints, mourners in Sion, lift up Md: 
# your Heads and Hearts, for you belong tod 
another place, a better Country, .vi/z. 7b 
tl 
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# Aount Sion, and to the City of the Living 
Goa, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of Angels; to the general 
8 Aſembly, and Church of the Firſt- born which 


art 


N 


ard\yſWre written in Heaven, and to God the Judge 
or all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made eu 
erfctk, And to Jeſus the Mediator of the nu 


0 for 
ed hi; 
Ck on 

may 
1ever 
At he 


ſider 
here 
and 

and 
>rnal 
ould 


ries, 
don 
Irop 
Aen, 
ier: 
lace 
h to 
reet 
ind, 
700, 


zeavenly Songs, Eternal Triumphs and Hal- 


F 


F 
1 


ew Covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, * 
hat ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, 
ch. 12.222324. And know, that you are 
Imoſt come within the hearing of theſe 


elujahs of Saints and glorious Angels in 
our Fathers Houle, Where you will have | 
ulneſs of joy and pleaſure for e verinore, 
Mal. 16. 11. | 
7, Conſider, How ſudden, violent or un- 


* Y 


e . r WESC 


xpefted your end may be, Therefore let 7 


one think or ſay, they ſhall die in their 
leſt, or promiſe themſelves a time of pre- 


paration by a long Life, or a lingring Sick- 


eſs, Conſumption or ſuch like: Fearleſs, ' 
areleſs Sinners! you do not know what a 


night, or what an hour may bring forth; the 
rich Man in the Goſpel, while he dreamed 


of may days, was arreſted by a killing and 


dreadful Meſſage z Thou Fool, this night thy 


Soul ſhall be required of thee, Luk. 12. 20. 
He lives not, that knoweth where, when, 
or how he ſhall die ; ſome have gone to bed 

well, and died the ſame night; others have 


dro 


'd dead from their Horſes; ſome have 


died at their Tables, whilſt the meat hath } 


been in their mouths ; others have died in 
[their full ſtrength being wholly at eaſe and 


quiet, with breaſts full of Milk, and bones 
moiſtned with marrow ; others die in the 


bitterneſs of their Souls, and never eat with 
pleaſure, ! 
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pleaſure, They ſhall lie down alike in th 
duſt, and the worins ſhall cover them, whe 
they are brought to the Grave, and remii 
in the Tomb. Sirs, there are many dre 
ful Inſtances in the word of God, of the . 
and ſuiden Approach of this mercileſs Me 
ſenger, Death, which ftand as ſo many be 
marks, to give you warning, leſt death ſhou! 
come in an hour you look not for it; u 
find you unprepared. The King of the Cha 
deans in his greateſt jollity, and having nc 
a thought of Death, ſaw an Hand writing 6 
the Wall which was very terrible, and t 
fame night was (lain, While he was feaftinif 
and drinking of Wine, and praiſed the Gods 1 
Gold and Silver; in the ſame hour came fon 


y fingers of a Man's hand, and wrote over again 


the Canaleftick upon the Plaiſter of the Wall 
ehe King's Palace; and the King ſaw the pa 
of the hand that wrote: Then the King's Cour 
tenance was changed, and his Thoughts tran 
bled, ſo that the joynts of his Loins were looſe 
and his Knees ſmote one againſt another, Dat 

„3, 43 5, 6, and 30. Death is the King e 
Terrors, and Terror of Kings. Good H- 
zekiah received a ſudden ſummons for deat 
Ta. 38. 1. which made him to turn his fac 
to the Wall, pray and weep lore, and i 
chatter like a Crane, and mourn like a Dov 


ia the bitterneſs ef his Soul, becauſe he was! 
go to the Gates of the Grave, and to the Pit 


There there is no hope. The firſt born i 


Egypt were ſlain at midnight, which made 


Sreat cry, Exod. 12. 29, 30. Koreh and ii 
Wicke 


*. 


CY 1 LE 
icked company were ſwallowed up in the 
nidſt of their Rebellion, Numb. 16. 30, 31. 
hey went down quick into the Pit,and all Iſrael 
led at the cry of them. „ 

There died ſuddenly of the Men of Beth- 
be me ſh fifty thouſand and threeſcore and ten, 
cauſe they looked into the Ark, 1 Sam. 6. 
9. And God many times raketh away the We 
ſeſite of our Eyes with a firoke, as he did = 
Lekiel's Wife, Exel. 24. 16. Jeb's Children 
lied at their Banquet, 1/boſheth was (mitten 
nd died in his fleep. Ananias and Saphira 
king Husbind and Wife, died within three 
-2f Dr four hours one of the other, with a Lie in 
t Their Mouths, Act, 5.5, 10. The Righteous } 
 fonſodge many times, ſhoots an Arrow ſudden- 
yat wicked Men, they dye in the Act of (in, 

Pſal. 64.7. When they are about to fill their 
Bellies, the Lord doth caſt the fary of his 
vrath upon them, as he did upon the choſen 
en of Iſrael, Pſal. 78 30, 31. Many times, 
60ſePod to execute his fierce Wrath, (ends out 

Darſ's deſtroying Angel, who will make dread- We 
ag Mal work in a little time; for in one night, 
hn the Camp of the Aſyrians, the Angel of 
leatikthe Lord ſmote an hundred and fouricore 
- facand ten thouſand, that in the morning were 
1d t dead Corps, 1/a. 37. 36. How ſhort and 
Novuncertain is our Life, ſubje& every moment 
11s to the ſtroke of death, and which the. leaft 
- pillerumb or fly may put an end unto, as it hath 
-n io many £ And as our end may be ſudden, ſo 
ade ($4170 it may be violent, a mortal Diſeaſe may 
4 hiiavoke both Heart and Head, and poor dying 
ick rea; 
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Creatures many times are ſo diſtreſſed nf 
diſtracted, that they cannot think of 2. 
thing but their tormenting Pain, being u 
capable to ſay any thing to God or Man abo 
their Souls! O how ſtupid and unſenſibled 
many Souls make their Paſſage into the oth; 
World! Like Nabal, or like a Man in 
Lethargy ; or as ſo many ſtocks or ſton: 
and not awake till they awake in the Flam 
of Hell. The Rich Man died, and in H 
he lift up his Eyes; his firſt and ſecond deal 
was very unexpected. All you obdurate Sin 
ners, ſtand here and wonder at the matchlz 
Mercy and Infinite Patience of the great G9 
in delaying the King of Terrors ſo long 
God hath not dealt fo kindly with thouſan: 
of Sinners that are gone before unto Ju! 
ment, and who went down to the Pit in 
moment, witneſs the laſt dreadful Plagu 
by the means of which an hundred thouſa 
Souls were ſent into Eternity. O let not L 
don nor England forget that, and other tr: 
mendous Judgments which our fins have cal 
ec for, leſt a worſe than any yet ſhould com 
upon us. The forgetting of our latter e 
is a deadly and provoking ſin, and that whic 
Will haſten Judgment. Her filthineſs is! 
her skirts, fhe remembreth not her laſt end 
therefore ſhe came down wonderfully, ſbe hi 
no comforter, Lam. 1. 9. | 
8. Confider, That when death cometh t 
it frike the ftroke, your Souls are ſtariled, you 
Eternity is caft without change for Ever. Thea. 
'” your immortal Souls are for Salvation ,! 
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971 | 
{ nMmnation 5 for eternal Life, or eternal 
f afeath, for an eternal Heaven, or eternal 
1g ue. You ſadly beſotted Souls, know and 


aboſinember while you have a day, before the ö 


ble eden thread of Life be cut, that if you be 
> othMund without Chriſt, Faith, Repentance, 
1 in Wlineſs, but a moment after Death, you are 
ſtone done to Eternity. After Death, all means 
lam d hopes fail, there is no work or device in 
in Hilfe Grave, Eccleſ. 9. God will be then irre- 
| deuMWHncileable, {fin un pardonable, Heaven not at- 
te Snfnable, and your Souls loſt irrecoverably. 
tchkKWd then the Devil your bloody Adverſary 
t Gl have his deſign upon you; he knoweth 
loner if you be his in Life and Death, that you 
uſan his for ever, and that he and you ſhall ne- 
Ju part. Sinners, this is certain, as the Tree 
it in eth ſo it lieth, as is the Seed fo will be 
"lag Harveſt; if you do the Devil's Work, 
ouſuWÞ mat have the Devil's Wages; if you 
ft Lrch under the Command and Conduct of 
er tig Prince of Darkneſs, and ſuffer him to lead 
ve cali hurry von thither and thither at his will 
1 conW;!{ you live, you will be his Priſoners and 
er enggves in that, dreadful dungeon of diſmal 
ou knels after you are dead. 

85 1 
4 end 
be hai 


onhJer, The Land of darkneis rs no place 
ſervice, there is no repenting in the 
ve, no Lord have mercy upon us wWrit- 
on Hell gates, no Sabbachs, o Sermons 
iniſters there. is in the time of life 
t you muſt labour and make preparation 
life eternal ; Ek according to your 
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work 2 


. . ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 


work and choice in this World, will be yo, 


everlaſting lot in the World that is to con 
It is appointed for yon once to die, and af 
Death Judgment, Heb. g. 27. The pale Ho 


Death goeth before, and Hell followerh aft? 


Rev. 6. 8. There will be no change of yg 
condition, the eternal ruin, or eternal ie 
fare of your precious Souls depends on th: 


few minutes ; this (wift ſtream of Mans Lihi 


after it once turneth or declineth, ever ry 
neth with the perpetual ebb, never flow: 
again: ſo that all that you leave undone ng! 
will be undone for ever. If you die Unh 
lievers, you will be Unbelievers for ever; 
you die under the guilt and power of (in 
wrath of God, you will remain unler t 
gnilt of ſin and wrath of God for ever: þ 
if you die holy, humble, mortified fin 
Souls, you will remain holy, heavenly, a 
in the favour of God for ever: Rev. 21. | 
that is filthy will be filthy ſtill, and he thi 
holy will be holy ſtill: But the impenitent! 
pardoned Sinner, though he live an hond 
or a thouſand years in ſatisfying his Lu 
will be accurſed at laſt, Poor Sinners ! t 
read this little Treatiſe, let me beg you to 


up and doing while it is day; the night 


come, wherein you nor no Man can wol 
John g. 4. Then to your work with mig 
and main, while your Candle is burni 
Your Sun ſhining : Will you yet loiter, 

ſee your Glaſs running, your Sun ſetti 
your ſelves dying, and your Souls periſhi. 
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L 6. in an acceptable time, 2 Cor. 6. 2. be- 
re the day pals as the Chaff, before the de- 


ee bring forth, before theevil day cometh, | 
fore they that look out of the Windows be | 
rk, and the keepers of the Houſe beg to 

the 


emdle, before the Doors be ſhut i 
reets and the Silver Cord be looſed, or the 
itcher be broken at the Fountain, before 


irit return to God that gave it. 

Conſider with your ſelves, Are you fit to 
apple with this mighty Monarch-Death ? 
reyou fraughted for this long Voyage, and 
dy and willing to paſs through this dark 


ntry? Take heed, and fear leſt you be 


hund unfit; think upon the ſilly deluded 
irgins, that had their Oil to buy when 
eir Lamps ſhould burn, and ſo came to the 
Dor, but found it ſhut ; think on poor Eſau, 
at was hunting for Veniſon, while he loſt 
e Bleſſing. Ts 

Poor Periſhing Souls! What do you in- 
nd to do? If you will work, it muſt be 
W or never. Are you reſolved to ſeek and 
cure the Kingdom of God firſt, Mat. 6.33. 
nilſt it is called to day? or will you be- 


Sow nothing but the dregs and ſnuffs of rot- 


en Old Age upon God and your immortal 
ouls? O that you might know in this your 


ay the:things which belong to your Peace, 


efore they be hid from your Eyes. 
9. Laſtly, Conſider. 
readful and amar ing ſight on this fide Hel, 
ſee a Chriftlcſs Unbeliever breathing out his 

* fs | L aft . 


. P 
. 
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pu are gone to your long home, and the | 


That it is the moſt 


lat: There are other ſad ſizhts, viz. to ſv 
a Man ſtarving for want of Bread, or dyin, 
for want of a Phyſitian, or drowning fy 
wantof a Boat; or to ſee a Man dead, 
Corps, a Body without a Soul; but ah! hog 
fad and aſtoniſhing a ſpectacle is it to ſee; 
Man near the Coaſt of Eternity, viz. To be 
hold a wretched Sinner in his cold ſweat 
and dying groans, with his precious and in 
mortal Soul ſtanding on his pale, cold, qui 
vering lips, and Death the great Conqueros 
and King of Ferrors, marching furiouſly with 
his Writ of remove in ene hand (not to be 
reverſed) and his dead!y dart and ſting in 
the other hand; Confcience on the Rack, 
barking, biting and tearing him like a Lion; 
the Devil, God's Executioner looking 01, 
and ſtanding by; the Heart under dejeCtin 
| and ſinking deſpair, the Eyes dim and fixed, 
his Heart-ftrings. ready to break with an 
guiſn; his Wife, Children and Friends at 
the Bed-ſide weeping, ſighing, crying, 
wringing their Hands, beating their breaſt; 
the Wife crying out, alas my Hasband ! the 
Child crying out, alas my Father! The poot 
periſhing Soul all this while looking back 
ward upon his miſpent time, and by pal 
fins, inward upon his own Heart, a dread 
ſul ſighht! where he ſeeth no Chriſt, nofe“ 


Grace, no Purity, nothing. but fin, guilt * 
death, darkneſs: Then looking upward ide 


that God that has been provoked, to that A. 
Chriſt that hath been rejected; to that Hes , 
ven and Eternity that he hath loſt; and look 

| ing 


FYOT- T - 
at muſt be his place and portion ( with a 


ils come and ready to ſeize upon him. O 
hat a dreadful outcry and ſhriek will the 
oul make when it departs! perceiving it 
If ſinking down, down to the burning 
ike and bottomleſs Pit, where he muſt 
ke up his Lodging with devouring fire to all 
ternity. | 

The pangs of Death, the world's Loſs, an- 
aiſh of Conſcience, and frights of Hell 


miſerable, and force him to cry out with 
urſed Cain, Gen. 4. 13. Ay puniſhment is 
reater than I can bear; or to ſay (with the 
idly afflicted Church) Behold no ſorrow like 
nto my ſorrow. And if the dreadful refie&i- 
n of a guilty accuſing Conſcience be ſo tor- 
lenting here, what will the whole flame 
nd fea of wrath be, when poured out to the 
ery utmoſt ? 

Senſleſs Sinners! Conſider, This may be 
our dreadful Caſe when you come to die, 
iz, to have much ſorrow and wrath- with 
our ſickneſs, Eccleſ. 5. 17. For there is no 
eace to the wicked, ſaith my God : Not one 


5 'ord in all the Bible, that ſpeaks terror in 
t. Pe and death; though the Sinner lives an 


undred years, he ſhall be accurſt, he dieth 
nder all the Curſes written in God's Books; 
ea, under that moſt dreadful Goſpel curſe, 
Cor. 6. 22. The apprehenſion of which will 
auſe ſuch diſtraction of Spirit, and fad re- 
3 flections 


g downward to that dark and dreadful Pit, 


arful looking for Judgment) ſeeing the De- 


eeting together, will make a Man perfect- || 
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flections of Guilt, which will make then di 
Curſe their God and their King; lookingf®<” 
down to the Pit, roaring out, Who among uf. 
al dwell with devouring fire? Who among u 1. 
all amell with everlaſting burning? Thee!“ 
fore be wiſe to conſider this, all ye that for ©< 
get God, left he tear you in pieces, and then 


LOR 


| be none to deliver you, Plal. FO. 22. Re 
And as 'tis dreadfal and amazing to ſee . 
= Unvelieverdying, ſo on the contrary, "tg"? 
comfortable and reviving to ſee the god) = 


Man dying, becauſe his wltimum is his ot: 
mum, his laft is his beſt, The day of his dea... 
| 35 better than the day of his birth, Eccl. 7. 1 
| ZZis end is peace, Pal. 37. 3. | 
= God at peace, conſcience at peace, andal 
at peace; O bleſſed fight to ſee the Heaven 
born panting Soul going out of the Word 
upon the wings of joy, calmneſs and ſerenit 
of Spirit, with full fail to Heaven, longing 
and crying ont. Make no tarrying, O ny 
God; haſt my beloved, haſt; ſo con 
Lord Jeſus ; I defire to depart and to be with 
Chriſt, which is beſt of all, Phil. 1. 23. You 
have heard what are the great things to bi 
conſidered, namely, That an end will cer- 
tainly be; this world is no place of continn- 
ation; they that now ſee you, e'er long wil 
ſee you no more for ever; You have heard 
that your preſent things will periſh, that fin 
fo full of deadly poiſon will leave a ſting, a 
dart that will ſtrike through your Liver, and 


that the caſe of the wicked will be doleful, tha 
dreadful, yea, deſperate, when they co 


t0 


then die; for when Death comes, your Soul 
Jen will be ſtated fo as there can be no al- 
2 r2tion to Eternity. | 
nous 398 next thing is, to ſpeak to the reaſons 
her 27 "tis a duty and matter of ſuch moment 
t fo confider, which are theſe following. 

they 


Reaſon I. Is taken from God, becauſe the 
ny wiſe, gracious, moſt indulgent, and ſoul 
pmpaſſeonating God wiſbethit, and that moſt 
ehemently, O that they were wiſe ! that they 


Opt! ; ; N 
400 ter end! Sirs, in this pathetical Option . 
„ Ir Deſire, there is the very tender bowels of 


od; this is the very language of his heart, 
nd it is, as if he had (after the manner of 
len) ſpoken rhus to his faithful Servant Mo- 


roles; 1 have but one wiſh or requeſt, and all 
nity comprenended in this one, viz. That thou Wi 
ingſÞouldſt go and tell them from me, that 


hey muſt be wiſe to conſider this, to re- 
zember the days of old, and the years of 
uny Generations, what J have done for 
hem in chafing them above all Nations of 
he World to be my Treaſure, Portion and 
peculiar People; and becaule'l love them, 1 
ave delivered them, wrought wondersfor 


illthem in Egypt, the Red-Sea, and in the Wil- 


rdderneſs, and have kept them as tenderly as the 
ſin[Apple of mine Eye, carrying them upon 
1 Fagles wings; but yet let them know that 
ndlthey have forgotten me, provoked me, and 
nl, that their end is like to be miſerable; for a 
nel Fire is kindled in mine anger, and unless 
0 


E 4 


derſtood this, that they would conſider their 
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they do ſpeedily conſider, it will burn to th 
loweſt Hell. | 
Now you Souls in peril, which is beſt! 
To thwart, croſs and grieve your well-wiſh 
ing, deareſt, beſt and only Friend ; or t 
pleaſe and gratifie your profeſſed, deadly, 
| implacable Enemy? Your Adverſary the D- 
vil cannot endure that you ſhould think d 
death or dying, for if Satan that old Serpen 
would permit and ſuffer you to look inty 
Hell, he could neither drag nor draw yon 
thither at his pleaſure. And will you go off 
in the ways of ſin and death? Or bethin 
your ſelves whoſe you are, what you har 
done, whither you are going, and what i; 
like to become of you when your breath; dly 
gone; what proviſion have you made for th: 
other World, that ſo the great buſineſs be. 
| tween God and your Souls may be mating! 
up. a 
3 If the infinitely holy, juſt an!Þ. 4 
righteous God did deſire or deſign your ruingy.y1 
and deſtruction, he would not have excited... 
| you to this ſolemn and ſerious conſiderationſpers 
| of the end of Sin, Death and Eternity, until 
it were too late, and you left without reme- 
dy; ſo that what is here intended, hath aþh,:. 
tendency to make you happy if it be regard- att 
ed. O that they were wiſe, &c. * 
| Reaſ. 2. Becauſe a deep, ſerious and heart. het 
| affett ing conſideration of Death and the Grave itt 
will both realize it, and repreſent it as near, 
even at the door, and make it to ftand in open ire 
view: Waereas things looked 1 d. 
| anc 
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e evil, having but a little, if any influence: 
ow a fixed and hearty conſideration will 


ring them near, ſo that you may really con- 
erſe with thoſe things. ky 

Atruly godly Man that hath a view of nn- 
zen things by Divine Contemplation here, 
pon the Wings of Faith and Hope, he may 
ſcend up to Heaven, and walka turn in the 
olden ſtreets of the New Feruſalem, as the 
rophet Ezekiel was in the Viſion of God at 
feruſalem in his mind, when his Body was 
y the River Chebar, among the Captives in 
he Land of the Chaldeans, fo likewiſe thoſe 
idly wounded Spirits, who through fear of 
Death, are all their Life-time ſubject to Bon- 
lage, being exerciſed with Soul conſſicts, 


nd diſmal thoughts and apprehenſions of 
ell and the wrath of God, which makes 
hem ever and anon to enter into the Cham- 
ders of Death, and viſit the Priſoners of the 
Pit, and look upon the black Gulf and fiery 
urnace to be ſo near, that they are on the 
drink of it, falling down continually; this 


dus Ones, who are now in Heaven above all 
heſe fears and frights that were once. more 
itter than Death. And Oh, how many tra- 
eling with theſe Pangs and Agonies of Soul, 
i Pre ready to cry out with holy Job! Chap. 
ce 4. The Arrows of the Almighty are within 

de Te E 5 we, 


ance whether they be good or whether they - nll 


ive as it were a Being to future things, and 


nd uuder powerful cutting and killing, Con- bt 
ſictions of Sin and Miſery, have ſuch dark Wl 


ath been the caſe of many of God's preci- 3 1 


ne, the poiſon whereof drinketh up my Spirits, 
the terrors of God do ſet themſelves in arry 
L againft me + Such is the nature of meditation 
or conſideration, that it will cauſe future and 
remote things to have a real, powerful and 
deep impreſli8n on our Minds. As for in. 
ſtance, : | 
A Merchant in India, by his meditation or 
t contemplation, may Converſe with his Af. 
fairs, his Wife, Children, and Friends in 
_ E:/2:d ; or a Merchant that's walking on 
the Exchange in London may have his mind 
and thoughts in Spain or Italy, or elſe where; 
ta Malefactor caſt into Priſon for ſome noto- 
rious Crime, may long before the Aſſizes 
| converſe with the fad Circamſtances of his 
Trial; he may (in his thoughts) ſee himl(:clf 
brought to the Bar, ſtanding before a terri- 
ble Judge to hear his Indictment read, the 
Charge proved, his Doom and Sentence pro- 
= nounced, and fee (as it were) himſelf at the 
place of his Execution, with the Rope about 
q his Neck, which muſt immediately hang 
him: And if you would in good earneſt ſet 
your ſelves to conſider your latter end, you 
may really and heart-aff=Ringly  converk 
with Old Age, Weakneſs, Sickneſs, your 
Death-bed, Short breathing, Cold-ſweats, 
| Dying-pangs and Groans, Winding ſheet, 
Coffin, and ſee your ſelves (as it were) 
= ftretched out, nailed up, and on the. Shoul- 
ders of Men, carrying: you to the Grave 


8 
R n mY 9 P ²²· 5 $3 A 

* A f Ty 2 * 8 ; » SR DE ˙ IL T5 ri 8 ö 5 . 
q g X ' * (4 = * * 0 2 2 E. = 0 IT 2 wu, 


= where Worms and filthy Vermin muſt feed 


upon you. 


The 


The Servants of God and'Saints of old 16 
done this with great ſucceſs and Soub-advan- 
tage, and ſo ſhould you. They have reckon-Wl 8 
ed or counted their Lives by days, becauſe 
they were every day liable to death, and x . 
peed it daily. Teach us to number our da, 
laid Alsſes, Pſal. go. 12. Few and evil have 
the days of my Life been ſaid old Jacob. For wml 
Man that is born of a Woman, is of few days, nn 
Job 1. 5. AU. rhe time of which ((aid Job) 
will I wait till my change come, Job 14. 14. 
For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, wan 
and to the houſe (a dark houſe) appointed for 
all living. And Chap. 17. 1. He ſaid, A 
breath is corrupt, my days are extintt, thei 
Grave 1s ready for mes, where ever he went d. : 
or came he was looking for a Grave. Again, 
by:coufideration we may not only look to 
the Grave, but beyond it, to the great tranſ- 1 = 
ations, and aſtoniſhing things that ſhall be 
after death. We may converſe with the 
Worlds burning;Chriſt's coming, the Tran- 
pets ſounding, the Graves opening, the 
Dead's riſing, the Wicked's roaring, (Who 
as jolly as they are) ſhall then cry to dead 
and deaf Mountains and Rocks to fall o! 
them, to hide them from the dreadful Face 
of the now ſlighted Son of God; for in that 
great day of his fierce and terrible Wrath, 
they will not be able to ſtand; Rev.” 6. 16, 17. 

By this realizing believing Confideration, 
we may ſee the Judge ſtanding behind the - on 
door, and the Son of God ( as it were) 
ready to break of the Clouds with. 
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Power and great Glory, as Flierom did, 
who ſaid, whether I eat or drink, I hear 


Wthis voice in my ears, Ariſe ye dead, and 


Come to judgment Now if a right conſiders 
ion of the great things to come be ſo pe. 
netrating, and heart awakening, let Death 
Which always dogeth you at your heels be 
toften upon your thoughts; your heads and 
ptnearts too ihould be much upon it ; every 
might you ligh down, and every morning you 
ariſe, let there be ſome ſerious and awtul 
thoughts of Death and Eternity. That which 
[many have engraven on their Rings, viz, 
Remember to die, let it be by the Pen of 1 
Diamond written on your Hearts. It is ſtori- 
ed of Philip of Macedon, that he laid a charge 
upon one of his Servants to come every 
Morning into his Chamber, and proclaim 
this, That he was mortal,, and if a Heathen 
were ſo careful of keeping the memory of 
his Mortality, much more ſhould a Chriſti- 
an. We ſhould always remember the days 
of Darkneſs, and keep Liſe and Death, Hea- 


ven and Hell before us, there being but a 
ſtep between Us and Death. The neglect 
and want of this was {ſrael's Sin, and Jeru- 


ſalem's too; She did not remember her laft end, 
therefore ſhe came down wonderfully, Lam. 1. 
And this God who would have us remem- 
r and confider, doth fadly complain of, 


by the Prophet, Ja. 1. 3. Calling Heaven 
and Earth to witneſs for him. Hear O Hea- 
Lens, and give ear O Earth: the Ox knoweth 


bis Owner, and the Aſs his Mater Crib, but 


Iſrael 


1 TO 5 
Iſrael dot h not know, my People doth not con- 1 
ear der. 

and Reaſ. 3. A ſerious conſideration of your 
ra- Matter _ (through Grace) will prove an ab 
pe- ſolute and ſovereign Antidote to expel 9 
ath Nreateſt Evil (yea, a means to eſcape an in- 14 5 
be Nite loſs, ) viz. Sin and the dreadful effects D 
ind Ward conſequences of it. 4 | . 
y What is the cauſe of that Inundation and 8 = 
0a Sea of Wickednels, and moſt prodigious Sins i 


fal that are now in the World, and in this Na- 

> tion, in every City, Town and Place, and 
z. in moſt Families, among all ranks and de- 
"agrees of Men, viz. Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 8 
ri- People, Parents, Children, Maſters, Ser 
ze vants, but this, their not duly and deeply 
ry conſidering their latter end? This we 10d 
n laid down in the Word of God to be one 
21 main Ground of all Sins, and of the neglect De 
of of Duties. We 
i | You careleſs Sonls ! Did you believe andi 
remember that you muſt die and come toi 
i- judgment, that your naked Souls, and naked 
a Þ Sins muſt "ſhortly ſtand before the moſt tre 
t Þ mendous, direful Judge of quick and dead, 
the Reflection hereof would be as a Knife at 
, | your Throats, as a ſword at your Breaſts, 
. | or as a Hand writing on the Wall to retard } _— 
- F and hinder your conſtant and deſperate SE 
, þ courſe of Wickedneſs. . = 
1 O what horrid, helliſh Outrages are now 
committed, and that deliberately, impudent- . 
ly, - obſtinately, even againſt the Light of 
e. Conſcience, $cripture / What Cur . 
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fing, Lying, Swearing, Blaſpheming, Sab. 
Þath-breaking, Cheating, Couzening, Steal- 
ing! What Wantonneſs, Filthineſs, Unclean- 
meſs, Swiniſh Drunkenneſs, Covetouſneſ, 
Earthly mindedneſs! what Mocking, Scot- 
fing, Wrath, Envy, Malice, Pride, Pa ſſion 
and Spiritual Wickedneſs too, as Unbelief, 
Atheiſm, Impenitency, Hypocriſie, Apoſta- 
ie, hatred of God, his People, Miniſters, 
Ways and Ordinances, every where abound- 
beth! Men declare their Sin like Sodom, and 
are not aſhamed of the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs; and why? But becauſe they do 
not ſet their minds, and hearts upon their 
latter end. p | 
Poor dying Sinners! Let me (out of ten- 
Her compailion to your bleeding, and almoſt 


iakins Souls) intreat you as for the Lord's 


ſake, to go down to the Grave, to go down 
to Hell in your Thoughts, and ſtop here, 
and think of the King of Terrors, the worm 
pf Conſcience, the approach of Devils, the 
Purning Lake, the bottomleſs Pit, the loſs 
Df Gol, of Chriſt, of Heaven, and your pre- 
pious Souls; remember thoſe fiery ſcorching 


endleſs Flames, the preſence and company 


pf Devils, Reprobates and damned Spirits; 
and your ſweet Morſels will be Gall and 


Wormwood to you. Theſe amazing things 


deing truly reflected on, will be as Light 
Hing in your: Eyes, Thunder in your Ears, 


ks i Thotns, - Darts and Swords in your Fleſh, 
as' Poiſon in your Bowels; as Fire in your 
ones to compel and force: you ſpeedily to 


curb 


urb 
Lu 


1117 =_ 
ab- Turb and check the Reigns of your Helliſh 1 : 

cal · Tuſts, that ſo you might fly from the wrath ul 
an- Ito come. 1 
eſs Did you but view that dark and cold 


y 4 „ 
of- Grave, and hot hell, that is ſo near, ou 


jon ſhyould rather ſtarve or die, than run to that ll 
ef, exceſs of Riot; you could not ſleep and ſnort, 4 = 
ta- Nance and ſport upon the Pits brink, under 1 „ 
rs, Buch a conſideration. _ 
d- But forget all this, baniſh the thoughts of 
nd God, Death and Hell, and you will run and 1 1 
of Bruſh into ſin, as the Horſe into the Battle, 
do Lak. 12. 45. Crying peace, peace, till dan. 
ir Nger, death and deſtruction come, 1 Theſ, Kun 


5 5 . = 8 
This was that mighty Sin that ripened 7e. 

ruſalem for ruin, and brought her down al 

wonderfully. Her filthineſs is in her skirts, 55 


ſhe remembreth not her laſt end. The Lord 
complaineth by the Prophet Iſaiah of the 
fame thing, Iſrael doth not know, my People i 
e dot h nos confider : But what follows, , 1 
Nation, a People laden with iniquity, a Seed 
ef evil doers; they have forſaken the Lord, 
hey have provoked the holy one of Iſrael Com- 
7 | pare Lam. 1. 9. with Ja. 1. 3, 4. _ 
7 
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Bat he that doth that which is lawful and 
right, ſhall {ave his Soul alive; Who is that 2 

5 | He that conſidereth, and turneth away from nl 
all this Tranſgreſſions that he hath commit 
„ted, he ſhall ſave his Soul, whoſoever doth 72 Io 
periſh, that Man ſhall never periſh, Ee. 2 

18. 14 29. = 
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 - Reaf. 4. The confideration of your latter! 
lend will be a powerful incentive to make you NO" 
WW exert, and put forth the greateſt induſtry in vok 
6 way of Duty; yea, it will certainly have the 
an influence upon all our Duties, and upon of 
all our Graces, ſor conſidering and doing are Nui 
frequently joyned together, Pſal. 41. 1. Prov, 1 
131. 16. She conſidereth a field, and buyeth it, pra 
I rhought on my ways, or conſidered my ways, Nl 
and turned my feet unto thy teſtimonies, Pſy), Nlik 
119. 59. Lam. 3. 40. Heb. 10. This, if any BE 
G unf will make you ſerious, diligent and Me 


conſtant in any Duty, and to work while it Go 
ws day, before the night cometh, wherein no dit 
man can work. I: the 
The Apoſtle exhorts, to conſider one ans Wi 
her, to provoke to love and good works ;, and (1 
ſo much the more as ye ſee the day approaching, N 
[Heb. 10. 24, 25. The remembrance of the Ime 
day of our death, and of our paſſing into JP" 
Eternity, with a deep impreſſion of it up- 100 
Jon the Heart, will be as a voice of Thunder 1. 
ſpeaking to the ſecure ſenſeleſs Sinner. de: 
Awake, awake thou that ſleepeſt, open thine ot! 
eyes, ſtand upon thy feet, and behold and fea 
Hee what a Sea of Blood and Wrath is here! Im. 
See and believe, believe and conſider, con- ſes 
ſider and fear, fear and fly, and make haſte Is 
in thy work: Thy work is great and weigh- D. 
ty, diverſions are many, adverſaries are |! 
ſtrong, thy ſtrength is ſmall, thy time is 1e 
hort, thy account is great, death and judg- It 
ment are at the door, therefore up and be | 
doing now or never. 
. You 


ter 


you 
in 
ave 
pon 
are 
0. 
it, 
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fal, 
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nd 
it 
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You flow and ſlothful Souls! Let your ap. 
parent and inevitable danger ſuddenly 1 5 
voke and ſpur you unto your Duty, to ſeek 4 —_ 
the Lord in a time accepted, before the door 
of Life be ſhut, God withdrawn, and Mercy 
quite gone. i 8 

The profaneneſt Sea- man will ſigh, mourn, 4 ” 
pray, promiſe, vow, if death and danger 
looks him in the face. When the Ship was 
like to be broken and death threatned im- 
mediately to ſuppriſe him, the Mariners 08n'.n/ 
were ſore afraid, and cried every one to his 
God. And this is the very light of Nature 
dictated to the Ship-maſter (though a Hea- Wi 
then) that then it was no ſeaſon to ſleep 5 
What meaneſt thou O ſleeper, ariſe, and call 1 
upon thy God, if ſo be that God will think up- 
on us that we perifh not, Jonah 1. 6. And the 
moſt notorious Thieves and Murderers will! 
pray in Priſon or when they come to the Gal- Rl 
lows, the place of Execution. ... 

When the woſt Righteous Judge ſent hi 
deſtroying Angel to the City of London, an- 
other places in the year 65. For the dreadful 
fear of which many thouſands did flie, an 
many Thouſands did fall, iz. The Carcal | 8 
ſes of Men like Dung upon the Ground, and 
as handfuls after the Harveſt man. When 
Death did knock at a thouſand doors in one Re 
night, O what confeſſing of ſin, faſtings, i BA 
cryings and importunate knocking was there 


at the throne of Grace ( and it may be by 9 1 
many Perſons and Families that prayed but 
little before or ſince.) That God would pity, Wl 
parJon _ 


| i 


| 774 
rardon and remove that amazing, ſweeping % 
Judgment which is now almoſt forgotten. Ine 
Upon an awakening apprehenſion of Nine- R! 
vab's fatal Ruin, the King and his Nobles dz-; 
creed, and proclaimed a Faſt, and enjoyned 
jevery one to cry mightily to God, Jona 
j3* 7: | f 
Sinners, were you but truly ſenſible of 
your peril, you would pray to purpoſe, x, 
more ardently, more inwardly, more deep- 
ly, more affectionately than ever you have 
done. It was a ſuppoſed danger, and that of 
Death, that cauſed Jacob to weep and male 
ſupplication; For Elan bated Jacob, and ſaid 
his heart, the days of mourning for my Fa- 


Shen Bret ts 1k bo WI, = 


cr are at hand, then will I lay my Broth 
Jacob, Gen. 27. 42. and Jacob was greatly 
afraid and diſtreſſed, Gen. 31. 7. which 

ir him ſo importunate with God for de- 
liverance, and he prevailed, Gen. 31. 11, 
225 12. 14. Poor Sinners! your caſe is dan- 
Rgerons, (I will not ſay deſperate ) but you 
re ignorant of it; you do not know that, 
BY ou are poor, miſerable, blind and naked; 
Iavere you but ſenſible that you are liable to 
che Wrath of God, the ftroke and ſting of 
Death every Moment, it would conſtrain 

you to cry mightily to God for pardon. 
Holy Fob, when he conſidered of Death and 
Judgment, ſet Prayer to work, and ſaid, 
* why dot thou not pardon my tran(greſſion , 
and take away mine iniquity, for now Hall Ifffen 
s Sleep in the duſt ? O that thou wouldſt hide int gf 


i the grave, and thou wouldſt keep me ſecr 7 Yo 
4 | ti 


2 * 
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ill thy wrath be paſt, that thou wouldſt appoint li 


eaſet time, and remember me, Job 7. 21. 
& 14. 13. This alſo made thoſe two gracious Þ 


ings, Hezekiah and David to weep and 
ray in the bitterneſs of their Souls: Intheſ e 


of 


lays was Hezekiah fick unto death ;, and Iſaiah nel 


he Prophet came unto him and ſaid, Thus 
aith the Lord, ſet thy houſe in order, for 
hou ſhalt die and not live. 


and prayed tothe Lord, Ia. 38. 1, 2, 3. | 
David, when the ſorrows of death com- 


paſſed him, and the pains of Hell got hold of 


mm, then (ſaid he) I called upon the Lora, 
Lord, I beſeech thee deliver my Soul, Plal. 


116. 3, 4. Jonah that could ſleep in the Ship, + 8 


prayed in the Whales Belly, Out of the belly Þ 


F Hell cryed I, and thou heardſt my voice, 7 | 


onah 2. 2. The Apoſtle Peter, and Chriſt +} 
from the conſidera- 


himſelf preſſeth Prayer 6 
d, The end of 


tion of the end of the Wor! 
all things is at hand, be ye therefore ſobe | 
watch unto. Prayer, 1 Pet. 4. 7. And pray (faith | 
Chriſt) hat ye may eſcape all theſe things 
and ſtand before the Son of Alan, Luk. 21. 360 

Neither doth our dear Lord Jeſus preſs that 
on us, which he did not practiſe; for being) 7 
ſenſible of the bitter and moſt dreadful Cup 


of his Father's Wrath, he prayed, Father if + Ds 


it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs, Mat. 26. 39- 
Sinners! Let me tell you, as ſecure and 


ſenſeleſs as you are, an awakening impreſſion we 
approaching Death and Judgment upon: 
your Souls, would be as the cry at midnight 


ht 
to 


Then Hezekiah ue: 
urned his face to the wall, and wept ſore, 


n TIC | 

= toexcite and ſtir you up to get in your Oil, *. 

and to trim your Lamps. The Virgins both 
wiſe and fooliſh were all aſleeßß and ſecure 
enough, until that ſudden and amazing cry 

was heard, Behold the al e cometh, po 1 

Oe forth to meet him, Mat. 26. 6. Then they, 
l aroſe and trimmed their Lamps, Tis the - 
Storm and Rain that haſtens the Bee into the 
ive, that brings the Traveller into his Inn, 
the Ship into the Harbour; fo likewiſe the 

ſenſe of Death, the dead and drouzy Profel. Ist. 

ſor unto his Prayer. In their aictions tho Mud 

will ſeek ms early, Hol. 5. 15. 

An heart affecting Meditation of unchange- 
able Eternity, will be as a voice from the 
Clouds crying, Haſt Sinners, haft, poſt haſt it 

Haſt as for thy Life in the Work of Faith and 11 

Kepentance, in parting with Sin, and cloſing Hr: 
vith Jeſus Chriſt, without which there will be 
no hope, Noah was moved with fear, and pre- 
= pared and got into the Ark, to the ſaving 7 
of his Houſe when the ſecure deluded World 
Lied by the Deluge, Heb. 11. 7. Knowing IN. 
e terror of the Lord, we perſmade Men, He 
2 Cor. 5. 19. 

Jou wretched Sinners that will not believe In 
or conſider until you are juſt dropping into 

the Pit: If you had but a little Cranny to 
4 look into the other World, how violent and 
! reſolute would you be in the ſpeedy proſecu- 
tion of your known Duty? you would exa- 
4 mine, prove and try your ſelves; you would 


f read, hear, meditate, watch, pray, repent, 


4 
7 


fear, love, obey more than ever. Did you 


ſee, 


ee, the night will come, is coming, and that 


he days of darkneſs ſhall be many, Wharſo- 
ver you do, you will do it with your riight,Ecc. 
>. 10. Now before the decree bring forth before 
he day paſs as the Chaff, before the fierce anger 


the Lord come upon you, ſeek the Lord; 2 


or how jhall you eſcape, if you neglett ſo great 
avation ? Leph. 2. 2, 3. Heb. 2. 3. 

Reaſ. 5. Tou are to conſider your latter end, 
cauſe here lieth your higheſt Wiſdom, O that 
hey were wiſe, Cc. If you would be fo wiſe 
sto exceed all the wiſe Men, great Statiſts 
nd Politicians in the World, it muſt be in 
onſidering of, and preparing for your end. 
irs, in this you are moſt concerned, becauſe - 
ereby you will promote your own Intereſt, . 
or it will make a Man profitable to him- 
If, wiſe for himſelf, Job 22. 2. Prov. g. 12. 

is true Wiſdom to underſtand this, wiz. 

o be wiſe to that which is good, Rom. 16. 
9. To be wiſe in Chriſt, to ſecure the chief- 
{t good is the beſt Wiſdom. 


There are many worldly wiſe Men, wo 
hile they live provide for every thing but 


eath, and they are often ready to die, be- 
ore they begin to live, (in a ſpiritual ſenſe) 
nd it is not a very unfit and ſad ſeaſon to 
repare for Death when it is a burthen to 
ve! And indeed, ſuch are the many evils 
ttending old Age, that Men can have no 
leaſure in them, Eccl. 12. 1. And ſhall theſe 
e accounted the only wiſe Men, that are 
ut wiſe in their Generation to get theWorld, 
d purſue lying Vanities, and forſake their 
| | Own 


own Mercies; to hew out Ciſterns, broke; 
# Ciſterns, that can hold no Water? and for; 
fake the Fountain of living Water? This ; 
to prefer Pebbles before Pearls, to gain Earth 
and to loſe Heaven, Fer. 2. 13. Jonah 2.3 
Mat. 16. 26. To be happy for a time, and 
miſerable to Eternity. 

True Wiſlom, and ſerious conſideration] 
exerciſed about things good and evil; ye: 
tis converſant about the beſt Good, how it 
may attain it, and about the worſt Evi 
how it may impede, avoid and eſcape it 
chuſing the moſt adequate and effectual mean 
to bring it to pals. This excellent Divingh 
Wiſdom is proper and profitable to dire 
Prov. 10. 10. And fo it doth every coaſiler 
ing goily Man while he lives, faſt and firn 
ly to ſecure that which he hath of great 

value, viz. A precious Soul, more wort! 
than any thing he ſtands poſſeſſed of. If 311th 
Rocks were Pearls, all the Earth and He 
ven Gold; or if all the Waters in the val 
Ocean were converted into Chryſtal, or ti 
moſt precious Stones in the World, and pu 
all in one ſcale, and the Soul into the oth: 
fcale, the Soul would weigh it all down 
Our dear Lord tells us, that the gaining 0 
the whole world, is an invaluable conſider: 
tion to the loſs of one Soul, Mat. 16. 8 
that he muſt be wiſe indeed, that hath go 
ten a Cabinet for this rare incomparab 
Jewel, where it will be for ever ſafe. 
that winneth Souls is wiſe, ſaith the wiſeſt 
a meer Man, Prov. 11. zo. and ſure then 


” 


o | hat 

s ſo that ſaves his own. Again, he that con- 
idereth his end, is in the very way to pro- 

is iure and make the beſt Friend, that will cer 
arthſtiinly ſtand him in ſtead to purpoſe, and in 


O Ken 
for 


* 
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2. Rae greateſt peril, viz. God, Chriſt, Angels, mae 
an{Waints Conſcience, Scripture his real Friends, ne 
hen once the breach is made up between EY 
ion iGo and the poor Soul, who can harm -or 
yeihhurt it? If God be for us, who can be againſt nl 
"ww ig,? Rom. 8. Ii lay me down and /leep in ͤ 
Evipeace, Pal. 4. 8. Moreover, he provideth nl 
Ye itMagainſt the greateſt wants, by laying up for 
nean ſpending time. There was not a Man to be 
Nivingfound in all Egype ſo wile as Jeſeph, who fore- Wl 
iretM{ecing their wants, filled the Store houſes 
i letgainſt the years of Famine; he that gather- Wl 
firnſerh bis Aleat in the Sunimer (ſaith Solomon ) Wn: 
eats miſe, Prov. 10. 5. Conſider the time of 
W: outh is your Summer; Old age, a Sick- bed 
I tis not a gathering, but a ſpending time, and 
Ieißyou are not wile, wiſe towards God, wiſe WW 
vigor your precious Soul, that do not make it 
r tour buſineſs to trade and lay up a Stock andi 
Apustore againſt that time. Many a filly Soul, 
otheſhlike the wanton Graſhopper, leaps, and 
owniskips, chirps, and ſings all the Summer, and 
nz when the Winter cometh, periſheth for 
deriflwant : But the truly ſerious and conſidering Wi 
6. „soul, like the laborious Bee or Ant, toils 
| gofor labours in the Summer: And that Man 
rabPYmight put off floth and learn his duty, and 
ſo provide for time to come, Solomon ſends We 
eſt him to the Ant, Go ro the Ant thou /luggard, Wl 
en WIconfider her ways, and be wiſe, n, 
| et 
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eth ber Meat in the Summer, and gat hereiilen 
ber food in Harveſt, Prov. 6. 6, 8. And ſohe 
the wiſe in Heart, that trade for Eternityſſ m. 
lay up the beſt ſupplies againſt the evil day as. 
which are, the favour of God, and Intereſt;nc 
in Chriſt, pardon of Sin, peace of ConſciSiar 
& ence, a ſtock of Prayers, rich and choice ewt 
| periences, and love tokens of their Father Nin 
Favour, the evidences of their Heavenly Conn-Mit: 
try. This is the hidden and heavenly TrerWit 
ſure of the godly Man, who only is called theſe; 
Man of Wiſdom, Aich. 6. g. Diſe 
Beſides he preventeh the worſt of Evils;hy{ 
viz. the guilt of Sin, the ſting of Death, ſor- Neal 
rows of Hell, terrors of Conſcience, the 
= wrath of Go, the loſs of God, his Soul and 
Heaven. This infinite, and irreparable evil 
or loſs he ſhall never ſuſtain, becauſe this 
i timely conſideration of Death and Jude. 
ment, will be as means to fit him for i: 
They that were ready went unto the Marriagt 
Mat. 25. 10. 

But for you that are careleſs of your in 
mortal Souls, that think not of Death, thatÞe: 
will not confider your latter end (if infinite No 
8 Mercy do not ſpeedily prevent) vou will cer-· Pu 
tainly die without WiſjJom; if you do not ſhe \ 


K 
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| ſeaſonably ſecure your Souls, make God and de 
Chriſt your Friends (while the poor People J), 
of God lay up a Treaſure in Heaven) a good Bake 
Foundation againſt the time to come: Tuthe 
willl treaſure up wrath againſt the day of mrath, N 
i and revelation of the righteous Judgment of ly 
Cod, Rom. 2. 5. And this is the doleful a de 
| . 0 
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many worldly wiſe Men, and of thoſe too 


hoſe Office and Imploy ment is to keep (if : | 


might be) others alive, viz; to cure Di- 
aſes, and prevent Death. It is obſerved 
ncerning Paracelſus, à great Phyſician, a 
lan very skilful in Chimical Experiments 


ined to ſuch Wiſdom in diſcerning the con- 
itutions of Men, and in ſtudying Remedies, 
hat whoſoever did follow his Rales, and 
eep his Directions, ſhould never die by any 
iſerſe z cafually he might, and of old age he 
uſt, but he would undertake to ſecure his 
ealth againſt Diſeaſes. A bold and moſt pre- 
mptuous undertaking : But he, who by Art 


romiſed to protect others, could not by his 


rt make himſelf a Protection in the prime 
{ his age, Wha. died before or when he had 
ved but thirty Years. | 

Poor Mortals ! fince that yon cannot pre- 
ent Death, it is your wiſdom to prepare for 
and for as much as you cannot by any 
eans, power or skill keep off the ſtroke of 


heath, get while you may, a Remedy or An- 


dote againſt the Sting of Death, that when 
u die, you may not die unpreparedly, or 
je without wiſdom. For Alan in honour that 
nderftandeth not, is like the beaſt that periſſi 
5% Pſal. 94. 20. So did that miſerable mi- 
aken rich Man, who (though by himſelf er 
hers judged wiſe) in'the account of the on- 
wiſe God, was a very fool, who providing 


{it he bragged and boaſted, that he had at- 


ly for the time of Life, and not for Death, . 1 Et 


d deſerye the name of thou fool, this nigbe 
F Sail 
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the Lord of Heaven, Dan. F. 


them as the tearing off their Caul from thei 
very Hearts, worſe than cutting off a Meet 


Z „ 3 SIS 

= — ; r 

P E ns LO Is 7 
WHT 


122 


; Hall thy Soul be required, Luke 12. 20. A141 


dark and dreadful Night indeed, in which hefar 
loſt both Worlds at once, Earth and Heaven 
And will you ſay that you are Wife, 
and not conſider what your end ſhall be! 
The five Virgins are called fooliſh Virgins 
But why? Becauſe they did not make provi. 
ſion for the Bridegroom's coming, and when 
they came to the Door it was ſhut upon them: 
Al ! fad and dreadful diſappointment. 

But the diligent and prepared Soul, that 
hath gotten in his Oil; and made all ready 
is in a capaſſity to look upon Death with 
ſmiling aſpe& becauſe the deadly poiſon and 
ſting is out, and it can but kill the Body 
tis not able to hurt the Soul: Bat the ſleep 
ſecure ſinner, will be dreadfully ſurprized, 
Bel/haz.zar was by the hand writing that ap 
peared on the Wall, the terrifying and ami 
Zing ſight of which changed his Countenanc 
and troubled his Thoughts ſo that neither MRO 
Wine, his Wives or Concubines could coniye 
fort him, who had lifted up himſelf againhye] 


Sinners! Conſider the King of Terrors i: 
terrible ſight, and to none more than to tho 
that have their Heaven here; it will be 


VPC 
ber from the Body; for many have ſufferife 
the loſs of Members to ſave their Lives; 
death, death, death, how bitter, bitter is | 
remembrance of thee to the Man that is at ei 


in his Poſſeſſreu! And let me tell you, en 
a 


| 123 | Nat 
and dangers, by how much the more ſudden ue 
and unexpected they are, by ſo much the nn 
avenfBmore dreadful and aſtoniſhing they are. if ns 
VikWhat a fad and hideous cry was there in! 
be Egypt, when at midnigut God ſmote their 
gins H firſt- born, and alſo when tne Earth opened 
roviSSthher Mouth and ſwallowed up Korah and his 
vhenſcurſed Company, that went down alive into ³ü 
zemqthe Pit, inſomuch that all //rae/ fled at the 
ry of them, for they ſaid, leſt the Earth ne 
thiYfwallow us up alſo, Numb. 16. 31, 32, 34. 
ach And how terrible was that ſudden ſhower of 
th Fire and Brimſtone upon filthy Sodom, after ee 
ada bright Sun-ſhiny Morning, Gen. 19. 32, 34. 
01/50 when.grim and gaſtly Death cometh in a 
lack Night, and draweth the Curtain, and 
ooketh upon the ſecure Sinner, it will be 
ery formidable; for who can look Death 
in the face that dare not look God or his own a 
onſcience in the face? But the ſincerely ne 
godly Man, fitted for Death, may look and 
ive above the fear of Death and Hell, and 
velcome Death, as old Jacob did the Wa 
gons, that his Son Joſeph ſent to fetch him 
own to Egypt; when he ſaw the Wagons, 
thoFthe Spirit of Jacob their Father revived, Gen. 
$46. 27. Death, though a grim Porter, will 
dpen the Gates of Glory to every Believer and 
let them into their Father's Houſe, for both 
life and death are their's, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Bleſſed 
Ere the dead that die in the Lord, Rev. 14. 13. 
o me, to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. 
Phil. 1. 11. Whoſo is wiſe wid obſerve theſe 
| F2 


things, 
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#0ings. Theſe are the Reaſons why your lat. 
ter end muſt bz conſidered. 


be APPLICATION. 
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If it be a duty fo neceſſary to mind your 
gend, I ſhall deſcend to improve it by way df 


— 


Application. | 
= Uſe 1. This calls aloud unto all you un- 
converted Sinners that have made no prepa- 
E ration for Death and Judgment, to ſtand ant 
wonder, or fit down and adwire at the un. 
wearied Patience, the matchleſs and amazing 
/ Nercy of the infinitely gracious and glorious 
Sol. . 
3 Hath the moſt righteous, juſt an! fin-re 
Vvenging God, held your Souls in Life, ant 
kept you from Death and Hell to this very 
day? And will you not, even to aſtoniſh- 
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ment, adore the unſearchable Riches of 
Grace? Men commonly wonder at things 
above their reach, or that for which they cn 
give no reaſon, and eſpecially at rare, fivgn- 
lar and unmerited Mercy. Now ſtop a little, 


fi ler, what reaſon can be given that you 
| ſhould be numbred among the living, When 
ſo many are dead; that you ſhould be in the 
World, and ſo many thouſands of Men, Wo- 
men and Children in their Graves, and their 
i precious Souls you know not where, Now 
E tait your Bodies are not laid up in the dark 
and diſmal Priſoa of the Grave, and your 
Aar, n2ver-dying Souls, bound, fettered, an! 

| | | chaine 
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and ſpend a few ſerious thoughts, and con- 
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[you had died when Death ſeem'd near, when 
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2 
chained in that direful, painful Priſon of He 
is matter of the greateſt wonder in all the nue 
World. Have you not cauſe to doubt, thari Sn, 
many of your Neighbonrs, Relations, an4 ne 
finial Companions and Acquaintance are ge 


down thither, and it may be, ſome of rhote mal 
you leaſt ſuſpect? And you know not how Re 
many are now in the flames for the very "il 
fame fins that you ſtand guilty of, if not le's Wl 
ſinners than your ſelves, O admire and blies 
God with your whole Souls, that you are 
yet on this ſide the Grave, and not gone 
down into that place of Torment; you en- 
joy many Opportunities for your Souls, and 
are ſtill exhorted to part with fin, to turn t 
God, to accept of Chriſt, to think of Death 
and Hell, that ſo you might never ſee it or ne 
ſeel it; for there is much more in the Pains ne 
of Hell, and wrath of God, than ever you ke 
heard, or can imagine, According to thy fear Wl 
(ſaid Moſes) fo is thy Wrath, Pſal. go. 11. . Wane 
Poor Sinners! you are ſtil] the living No- 
numents of infinite Kindneſs, and therefore ee 
let not the living Man complain. Suppoſe 


you were ſick and weak, ready to give up 
the Ghoſt, or when thoſe many thouſands if 
died by the Plague or Sword, in what a mi- 
ſerable Condition had your Souls been, te if 
be ſhut up with Devils and damned Spirits in 
the Lake that barneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone! And will von {till maintain your En- 
mity, increaſe Iniquity, and even dare God 
to damn you? Sinners, are you not beſides 

| 3 pour 
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can dwell with devouring Fire? Who would 
I (faith the Lord) /zr the bryars and thorns a. 


l 
- 
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Foe? for if his Anger be kindled but a little, 
Mit will burn to the loweſt Hell, and none can 


quench it, or ſtand before it. Can thine heart 
endure, or thine hands be ſtrong in the days 


4 1126 
our ſelves? yea, ſtark mad, to make God ſÞu 
that ſhonld be your beſt Friend, your worſt 


| that I ſhall deal with thee, Ezek. 22. 14. Who 


gainſt me in battle? I would go through then, 


4 J would burn them up together, Iſa. 27. 4. () 


the worm biting, and the fire burning. Lou 


7 


1 3 the Lord for his long ſuffering, you 


when will you come to your ſelves, and throw 

away your Arms, and conſider your Souls? 
or will you not be ſaved ? when ſhall it once 
be? why will you die? Let theſe Cords of. 
© Love draw you, and cauſe you to ſay, Bett 
bold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord th 
our God. | 


Confider, others dreadfal ruin hath been 


vour warning, that are now lock'd up in tht Þ”* 
dark Dungeon, and ſhall come up no more, 21 


and whom the Devils are now tormenting, 


are at preſent free from the boiling Cauldron, 
and in the Land of the Living ; O praik, 


eing but as it were under a Reprieve; 0 
prize, and improve your Life, and timely 
Prepare for Death; for if thy Life were en- 
ded, thy Soul ſeparated, and no peace with 
God made, thou wert an undone Soul : There 15 
is no place for Repentance in the Grave: no 
Chriſt or Pardon to be obtained in Hell. C 
Bleſs God your Glaſs runneth, your — 
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God Purneth, the day of Grace is yet continned, , 
vorſt ſycur dear Lord is upon the Mercy-ſeat, there- 


N > * 


ittle, ore there is hope. > 
ecanfy Uſe 2. This juſtly reprehendeth all that 
heart Might or neglect this great Duty, but eſpeci- =” 
days ally theſe three forts ; none of which do 'ſe- nl 
Who riouſly conſider their latter end. = 
16 4. 1. The inſolent Atheiſtical Senſualiſts. i 

hem Piz. J 2. The ignorant and inconſiderate. 9 

| 0 3. The ſelf-confident and preſumptuous. Wl 
Tor =: _ 
als? ! 1. It condemneth Atheiſtical Senſualifts, i 


that put the evil day far from them, 4:05 he 
6. 3. and who drown or baniſh the awful ü 
thoughts of God, Death and Eternity out of 
their Minds and Hearts. They take the Time Wl 
brel and Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the 
Organ, and ſay unto God, depart from us for 4 ; 
we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways, Job Win 
21. 22, 23. God is not in all their Thoughts, 
Pal. 10. 4. They are reſolved for a ſhort Life 
and a merry, whatever be the dreadful Iſſue. 
They chant to the ſound of the Viol, and drink 
Wine in Bowls: and eat the Lambs out of tha ln 
Flock, and ftretch themſelves upon their Couches, Wn 
ſaying in their Hearts as that Wretch, Luke al 
12. 19. Take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be 
merry: They will ſatisfie- their Luſts, enjoy Wn 
the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, walk in the ways 
of their Hearts, and in the fight of their 
Eyes; and hereby they make the Breach Wn 
wider, and themſelves ſeven times more the 
Children of the Devil, though at laſt thy = 
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Sie of many, yea, thouſands in the Worls 


X . 


fit down in everlaſting Sorrow. Let 4 e 
and arink, for to morrow we die, 

You poor deſperately deluded Souls! Di 
you believe what you have read and heard « 
the other World, or what the Scripture 9 
infallible verity ſpeaketh of the infinite 
-0ly, great and terrible God (who will i 
no wile clear the Guilty) you would quick 
ly change your Coarſe. Did you now con: 
filer you muſt die, and be judged, that in 
a very little time you which hear me this 
day, mult ſtand before the dreadful G09 
woald you lin ſo freely, love the World s 
immoderately, mock at a Deity, jeer at ſe 
rious Piety, neglect your Duty, trifle aw 
your time, forget Eternity, and hazarl 
thoſe your precious Souls, as you have done 
and do? Such Rike-hells, and Devils incr: 
nate, the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of, 2 Pet. 3. 3,4 
Know this firft, i. e. before the end of il 
World : There ſpall come in the laſt days, ſci 
fers, walking after their own Luſts, and ſayin, 
where is the promiſe of his coming? Nevertle. 
leſs the Viper's vile Miſcreants, and Monſters 


in Men's ſhape, think that they are wie, 
when indeed they have no Underſtandine. 


Wiſe they are, but it is to do evil, to cavil 
againſt rhe truth, diſpute againſt a life of 1 
Iineſs, but to do good they have no knowledge, 
Ter. 4 22. ; 

This was Jernſalem's great fin, immedi 
ately before the fierce anger of the Lord came 
upon them; and this is the fad and dreadful 


an 
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and in- theſe Nations; notwithſtanding ak - 
thoſe awakening, deſolating Providences nal 
| Di and amazing Spectacles of Mortality their 
rd eyes have ſeen, | 4 = 
re of There are but a few that look upon them 
itel}Þ ſelves as concerned at all, juſt like a company 
ill in of imple Sheep in a fat Paſture. The Butcher Cs 
nich cometh and fetcheth one to day, another t 
con morrow, and the reſt feed on and take no 
at in notice of what is become of their loſt Com 
thigh penions. Tis as if a company of condemned 
Go Perſons n a time) ſhould bene 
d off appointed to be executed one after another gn 
t ſe within the ſpace of ſo many days. This dave 
war the firſt in order is brought forth and execut 
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zu ed, the day following a ſecond; yet all the 
lone 8 
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reſt that are to take their turns, fail a Drink 
ing, Carding, Swearing,” Singing, and ſom 
continue till the very laſt, until they be alla: 
Hanged, Dead and Damned, We may com 
pare this mad deladed World to a company 
of poor blind Men dancing about the brink 
of a very dangerous deep Pit, but do not 
perceive- it, or ſee how each falleth in one 
after the other, a firſt, ſecond, and third 
drops down, the reſt not diſcerning the Dan- 
ger, run the round: I ſhall thus apply it, nn 
This day or hour a Swearer tumbleth down el 
4e to Hell. The next a Drunkard. This evening 

| or mornins, the pate Horſe mounteth one, it 
edi may be a. curſed Atheiſt, or -a malicious 
11 bloody Perſecuter, or a filthy Adulterer, or 
fa an Idolatrus Worldling, and carrieth him to 
rio the place of Darkneſs. The next day here- 

ll. - FS ceiyeth W 
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& ceiveth his Commiſion to fetch ſome more 
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of them, thoſe their Brethren in Iniquity 


that are left behind, keep and continue their 
4 courſe, and dance about the Pit, not conſide. 


ring they muſt die, and come to Judgment, 


# How little do the living lay to heart this 
great buſineſs of their mortality, inſomuch 
that when they would deny a thing with 
| greateſt confidence, they will commonly ſay, 
they thought no more of it than of their dy 
ing day, as if death were not a matter of 


any Moment, but rather a meer toy or tri- 


fle, not to be regarded. She remembreth uit 
| her laſt end, Lam. 1.9. 


You ſelf-deroying Sinners! Do you knoy 
that you muſt die, and leave the World for 
ever? And are you ſo ſtupified and mad, 1 
not to think of death in many days together 
yea, hardly to entertain a ſerious thought 0 


death and Judgment at a houſe of Mourning: 


inthe very ſight of the Dead you can be vai 
frothy, jeſt, pot, pipe, feaſt, diſcourſe 
the World; a fad proof that Men do not 
conſider their latter end. Some at that 6 
lemn and ſad ſeaſon, ſeem a little ſerious 


but as ſoon as the dead Corps is remove! 


and the Grave and Coffin our of ſight, Deal 
is no more remembred. To make you ſenſ 
ble of this fully, let me reaſon with you i! 
a few plain hints. 

What, no thonghts of Death, you, thi 


. | have been under a Sentence of Death an 


Brought to the very Pits brink, looking int 
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ly thoſe thoughts and impreſſions of you 
Mortality have worn out, and paſt away 
Sinners! remember and forget not theſe ſe 
cret Vows, Promiſes and Engagements you 
then made to God, (v:z.) that you wou 
part with Sin, leave your wicked Company 


fit looſe to the World, live godly, and mak 3 


it your buſineſs to be Religious, and loſe nl 
more of your precious time, and opportuln_ 
nities for your Soul: If you have forgotteif 
it, the all- ſeeing and Heart-ſearching God rea 
members it. Know and conſider in thy Hear 
that Death that did but warn thee then, bu 
ſending his Summons, will ſhortly come 
himſelf, 2 1 
Forgetful of Death ! and made of Duſt, bor 
of a Woman, and under a Decree not to bun. 
revoked by Men or Angels! Heb. g. 27. 7 
14. 3. As for Man his days are deter mined 
the number of his months are with thee, thai 
haſt appointed his bounds that he cannot paſs. q 5 
Not mind your Death! you that have ſick 
ly, weak, diſeaſed Bodies, full of pains an 
aches, that are ſo many partial quotidian 
Deaths; yea, a dying daily! What, put off 
the thoughts of Death! Thon that haſt beer PE 
at ſo many Funerals, heard ſo many paſſing 
Bells or Knells, ſeen ſo many Graves, Skull_ 
and Coffins before thine Eyes! Forget your 
Death! and yet Sinners, ſinning daily, car DE 
rying the cauſe and ſting of Death in your 
ſoms! mors in corpore, the body is dea 
becauſe of Sin, Rom. 8. 21. Thy body is bu 
a body of death, Sin hath killed it, the e 
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tence is paſt, Gen. 3. The mag 
Rom. 6. 1. 71e Soul that ſins muſt dic, Ezek. 
18. 20. What, put off this evil day! and dead 
in part, old and cold, having one foot in the 
4 Grave, v4Z. feeble Knees, trembling Hands, 
Wo wrinkled Faces, gray or bald Heads, the 
Grave being ready for you? What, no more 
ſerious Thoughts of Death! and fo many 
it pieces and parcels of your ſelf gone before 
to this long home! So many Relations and 
Children now afleep in the Duſt of Death! 
Fare they buried in perpetual oblivion, never 
to be remembred more 7 
What ſinner! what not think of Death! 
and death at thy very heels, and before thin? 
Eyes! whither can you direct your Eyes, 
Fand not ſee that which preacheth or repre- 
we fenteth Death? all the Winter Death is 01 


the Trees in vour Gardens, in every Flo: 
Per > at your Table every day you feed on the 
E Fleſh of dead Creatures, to tell you that you 
muſt die: And is not Death in your Beds ey-- 
ry Night? What is ſleep, but the picture and 
inge of cold Death? and yoar Beds, but 
the repreſentation of your dark Graves? 


7 


DO careleſs beſotted Sinners! not confider 
of Death? and haveprecious Souls, that muſt 
live or die, be ſaved or damned, to Heaven 
or Hell, Bliſs or Burning, to God or Devils, 
to Saints or curſed Reprobates, as ſoon as 
the breath is gone, which may be the next 
day or hour; this pale tlorſe Death hath the 
red Horſe Hell following him, Kev. 6. 8. 
Laſtly, what, not think of, and progare of 
„ eath! 
? ; 


8 
= - 


* 


es of fin is death, 


Dea 
yOu 
and 
the 
Pau 
moſt 
5 


and 
mn 
ok 
hee 
in 1 
can 
ſeie 
tak 
the 
ſtar 
aer 
001 
und 
ter 


5 


inc 
pal 
v 
bail 
ro! 
tide 
the 

ou 
give 
WO! 
mit 
the 
ſtar 


_—_ 


1 8 p n 
2 8 Sf 
g 1 
5 SPY 
3 * _= "EN 
" . > 2 
7 + - ny 
f - TT 
- 2 = 
a pa GEE N 
F r 18 2 
L * 
PAINS 
AS x 5 
6 * 
F 


133 | 


th, (Death ! and called Chriſtians, that profeſs 
ek. You believe the Reſurrection of the Body, 


1d End the Life Everlaſting, a happinels beyond 
the Ithe Grave! For if in this life ou ( faith 
Paul ) we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all il 
he (reſt miſerable, 1 Cor. 15. 19. = 
re Poor hardned Sinners! that now forget Gd 
ay Band this great and mighty concern of yourñ n 
re (immortal Souls, hat will vou dd in the day 
nd of Viſitation, when the iniquity of your 
heels ſhall compaſs yon about, and no Friend 
er ſin Heaven above, or in Earth beneath, that 
can ſtand you in ſtead ? and when Con- 
n Bſcience, like a bold ſtardy Serjeant, ſhalt ne 
ne ſtake you by the Throat and ſummon you in 
the name of the Great Judge, to come and 
ſtand at or before the Judgment Seat, Da- 
aderftand ye brutiſh among the People, and ye | 


„. Holes, when will ye be wiſe ? Pſal. 94. 8. To 
ne underſtand this, to provide for your lat- 
du Miter end? 


2. This blames the ignorant, petti/h and Wl 
conſiderate Soul, who in an angry fit or 
paſſion, wiſheth for death out of a baſe end, 
vx. as a writ of Eaſe, or out-let to preſent nn 
nin, poverty, ſickneſs, and other worldly mn 
roubles and perplexities, not rightly con- 1 wo 


Jt 
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n Iſidering how terrible Death is, or what are 

e, Ithe dreadfol conſequences of it. Now that Bl 
is Dou may be convinced of this ſin and folly, 
t give me leave to tell you that between the 


worſt, longeſt and deepeſt miſeries and cala- 
mities of this Life, and thoſe after Death, .14 
there is no proportion, but an exceeding di- 


ſtance. Poor 
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| Flea, to the ſting of a Serpent? or a ſcrat6d 


ted, Death will certainly be the door? Ar 


2 Air FI, pit ers Þ . a 


Poor deluded Souls! What is the bite of 


on the hand, to a ſtab at the Heart? What 
the heat and ſmart of a little Candle, to 
hot fiery Furnace, or a devouring Flame 
What is a drop of Gall, to a Sea or Ocean « 
Poyſon ? Or what is pain, torture or angul 
for an hour, to intolerable Miſery tin 
without end, into which, to the unconye: 


are you ſo mad to imagine that there is ng 
thing in the other World to be feared or fel 
worſe than outward preſſures, perils, pains 
Which are but bodily Miſeries, and that by 
for a Moment? This Sin, not only the pn 
phane World are guilty of, but ſome of th! 
that propheſs the Name of God. Rebecca (i 

to Iſaac, I am weary of my Life, becauſe oft 
Daughters of Heth, Gen. 27. 46. Kachel ci 

out, Give me Children, or elſe J die, Gn 
30. 1. Eliſha being threatned by Fezabt 
ſaid, O Lord take away my life, 1 Kings 16.4 
Jonah for the loſs of a poor Gourd, faid, /! 
better for me to die than to live, and told G0 
to his very face, that he did well to be any 
even unto death, Jonah 4. 9. The {ſraelite 


when they wanted Water, wiſhed they ha 
died in the Wilderneſs. 


Theſe and the lik 
wicked wiſhes are in the mouth of man 
oor, ignorant, diſcontented Perſons, wit 


ong to be out of this wretched World. 
Now by way of Conviction, I ſhall 14 


| down theſe following Particulars, 


1. Wha 
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8 nd 


1. What think you of theſe inward and 
$oul-ſtraits, and Conflicts wherewith God's 


poor afflicted People are ſadly exerciſed ! And 1 


vere you but ſenſible of the guilt and weight + 
of Sin, a wounded Spirit, the wrath of God, = 
and thoſe everlaſting Burnings ; it would | 


though never ſo many. This is evident in? 


would have killed himſelf before he was con- 
vinced of the dreadful ſtate of his Soul that} 


ke . 
r 


the example of the Jay lor, who for the loſs 
of his Priſoners was ſo tormented, that he 
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quickly ſwallow up your outward Miſeries, 1 5 


was in danger of Ruin. Acts 16. 27, 28, 29, knee 


zo. Then he fell down, and cried out, Sirs, nn | 


mhat ſhall I do to be ſaved ? 


2. To wiſh for death, becauſe of the Evils 5 1 


gerous, interpretatively, and in effect it is 


attending this life, is very wicked and dan-i 
to wiſh your Souls in Hell. 1 


Conſider and mind this alſo, that your pre- 1 9 


ſent ſorrows, croſſes, troubles, of what kind 


or degree ſoever they be, are the fruit of 9 THE 


your ill doings, and far leſs than you deſerve; 


for it is a wonder you are not in Hell; and 
will you dare to be fo audacious as to fly in 


.* 
1 


the face of your faithful Creator, when you nn 
ſhou!d be deeply ſenfible of your horrible ln 
wickedneſs, and humble under God's hand, 
and accepting the puniſhment of your fin ? nl 


Ye ſhould repent and turn to God; take away 


the cauſe and the effect will ceaſe. 


3. You can pleaſe and gratifie the Devil 
your deadly Adverſary in nothing more; you 
wiſh for Death, ſo doth the Devil too; il = 
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© you are his now, you mult be his then, A 2 


now endure. Had vou but a peeping hole in 


and ſtinging Scorpions, biting and gnawing 


belief and impenitency (the Soul-damning 


ſing Conſcience, ſelf-condemning, caſt in 


I 30 


here, and his for ever: He waits and longha? 
that your breath were gone, your Souls {he 
perated; therefore he would have you pol 
fon, hang, drown, ſtarve or ſtab your (elv& 
that you might be dead, damned, and bur; 
with him in Hell. 

4. Moreover, if you were dead, you wollt 
ſuddenly repent, and change your mind, and 
it it mizht be, give the World to be alive x 
gain, with all the wants, pains and grief von 


} 
Q1 


to Bell, to fee and hear what they endure 
yen would confeſs your fins, judge your ſelves 
and cloſe with Chriſt before you. die, that h 
you might not come into that dreadful place 
of torment. Now that yon may hear an! 
fear, and do no more fo wickedly, let me 
ask you; | | | 

1. What think you of the ſting and bitter- 
neſs of Death, when a Man comes to die, 
Conſcience being awakened, rgaring likes 
Lion, Death, the King of Terrors ſtanding 
by, when the guilt of paſt ſins, and loſs of 
precious time will be as ſo many fiery darts, 


on the Heart? What think you it will be to 
die unconverted, to die in a ftate of (in and 
wrath, a Traitor to God, in a ſtate of un- 
ſins) to die with an evil Heart, and an accur 


your own breaſt, to die, to die, Which ö 
worſt of all. 
2. What 


137 
n, bil 2. What think you of the ſadneſs and a- 
long azing Terror of approaching Judgment, 


11s {ſhe ſecond Death; when a Man comes to take 


u poi dreadful view of the other world, and be- 
elveins to reflect and think, wherefore was I 
buriſorn ? What have | been doing? are all theſe 
iy Sins? O where ſhalll leave them? Or 
voulWow ſhall be rid of them now am dying? 
, ardÞ®V hither am I going ? What will be my com- 
ive any? Where ſhall be my place? And how 
22 ear am I to it? What muſt I endure ? And 
le in- 
dure, nſwer, To Eternity, Miſery without end. 
lvesWThis will amaze, confound and overwhelm 
at (ofthe Soul with Fear and Perturbation, when 
ict ſees that Heaven is loſt, and that it muſt 
an{Wown, down to the Region of Darkneſs, and 
t ne{Company of Devils, in that ſtate of everlaſt- 
ng Woe. The killing thoughts of which 
ter Wnade a great Man wiſh, that he might live, 
die FMhough but the life of a Toad. 
hen z. What think you of the impartiality of 
ling the Tudge, that will not ſpare the Guilty, 
5 olßfnuſt and will judge and ſentence according 
rt, Fo the Fact, and reward every Man accor- 
ringding to his Works? He would not ſpare the 
e toAngels that ſinned, but caſt them down to 
anJHell, 2 Pet. 2. 4. Nor Adam, but caſt him 
un-Yout of Paradice, and ſet a flaming Sword a- 
inghgainſt him; neither will he ſpare any impe- 
-urſnitent ſinner in the day of wrath ; Juſtice 
Infobliges him to juſtifie the Righteous and con- 
-fdemn the Wicked, 
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the Gap, nor an I[ntercefor in Earth or Hel 


be againſt you. 


ſight of the whole world, here are the Me: 


treated them, come at my call, accept of m 


— | N 

4. What think you of the impoſſibility df 
having any Appeal? There will be no Mist 
to meditate, no Mediator to plead, no D; 
mel, Noah, Job, to intercede or to ſtand j 


ven to be found to ſpeak a word. There cu 
be no Appeal to God, his Calls and Counſl 
have been refuſed, his intereſt oppoſed, hi 

Enemies countenanced, his Laws violate! 
his Anger will burn like fire. No Appeal ti 
Jeſus Chriſt, his Government hath bee; 
{lighted, his Grace and Perſon rejected: of 
to the Holy Ghoſt, he hath been quench 
and griev'd; or to Angels or Saints; all wi 


5. What think you of the reſignation of 80 
and Body to the Executioner and Tormen 
tor, the Red Dragon? Tis ſad to ſee a poo 
Malefactor committed to the Jaylor 0 
Hangman; but O! how much more dre 
fol will it be for ever living Souls in the fac 
of Men and Angels, to be deliver'd into ti 
hands of the raging roaring Lion the Devil! 
When God the righteous Judge ſhall ſav i 


that brake my Statutes, prophaned my $ad 
baths, that hated my Saints, that ſerved thi 
Devil in the ſatisfying their Luſts, the ope! 
and profeſſed Adverſiries to my Name an 
Intereſt ; that would not, though l[ often in 
Love, receive my Son, or endure a Life 0 © 
Holineſs, or by any means be drawn an! 
perſwaded to think of, and prepare for Deat 

an 


* 
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lit Judgment, though they had time and 
oh portunity enough. Now take them Devil, 
” Da d away to Hell with them, for my Soul 
ng Shorreth them. Thy covenant-Servants and 
5 Het luntary Slaves they were in time, and thy 
rec oners in chains of darkneſs they ſhall be 


ankle Eternity, to be tormented day and night 


wr GT Rev. 20. 10. . 
ate 6. What think you of eternal Baniſhment 


=_ d Separation from G04, Chriſt, Angels, 
1 ints, Heaven? This is the puniſhment of 
1s, and the worſt of Hell, Mat. 25. 41. 


nchen ſhall he ſay unto them on the left hand, 
I wi part from me ye curſed into evertaſting Fire, 
fs thared for the Devil and his Angels. O ter- 
oe, terrible, to be doom'd or ſentenced to 
Mt under the wrath and hatred of the infinie 
feat and dreadful God for ever and ever, as 
ng as God ſhall live, whoſe being is to 


ead 


. 


Went or to be tormented, ſhall their Plagues 
oh ſt. The fearful and unbelieving, and the 
1 dominable Murderers, Whoremongers, 
Firs, Dogs, Sorcerers, carry all their Sins 
own to Hell with them, the Fuel that feeds 
he wrath of God; ſo that the Oil of ſin 
Huſes the lamp of Wrath to burn and flame 
verlaſtingly. The debt of fin can never be 
aid, Juſtice never ſatisfied, and the damned 
ouls remain impenitent, and God implaca- 


W he ſentence is ſtrict, unchangeable, irre- 
erſible, eternal. O Eternity! Eternity! 
his ſtings, plagues and augments, and ag- 


. 


ternity, as long as there is a Devil to tor- 


le; ſo that there can be no hope of Parden. 
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Wheels, Grid Irons, boyling Lead, boylin 
Oil, and other bloody invented Engines in 
Inſtruments of amazing Cruelty, are b. 
a Flea-biting. | 
Sinners! Tis Hell, Hell, that will mak 
the ſadly. tormented Soul ſeck Death, wil 
and long for that which will never be, fer 


 gravates the moſt intollerable puniſhmenty,, 
the damned; after innumerable thouſins df; 
Poears they ſhall think it but the beginning, 
1 their ſorrows, and ſhall be fo far from! 
*8 end, as if they hal been in Hell but an hon 
It will be everlaſting deſtragion from Mic 
= preſence of the Lord, and the glory of, 
195 power, 2 Tycf. 1. 9. In compariſon a. 
il which, all the rendings, rackings, tearinſou 
WL forturings of Mens Bodies here, by the miſſy 
1 exquiſite Torments, upon Racks, Gibd:t;t 
i 


om 94 n 
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9. 6. And will you deſire and wiſh for Hir 
woful day? God forbid! Now your condiſ f. 
tion may be changed, then it ſhall be ſtatelWit 


Woe, woe unto you that deſire the day of ti 
Lord; to what end is it for you ? The day. 
the Lord is darkneſs, and pet light, Amos; 
18, A day L a day of Clouds au 
of thick darkneſs, at which the People fhouldi 
much pained, and all faces ſhall gather blak 
neſs, the Inhabitants of the Land ſhall tren 
ble, for the day of the Lord is very terrivl: 
Joel 2. Now therefore do not wickedly wil 
x it, but wiſely conſider and prepare for it 
And bleſſed is that Servant, whom when hi 
i Lord cometh, findeth fo doing. 
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ar 7 - | 
z. It reproves the /e!f-confident and pre- 
mptuous, Who conclude upon a fitneſs and 
eparednels for Death and Judgment, upon 
ry flight and warrantable grounds; name- 
, becauſe they ſeperate from the notorious 
icked, are not profane, make a profeſſi- 


and of duty; though carnal and heartleſs 


ough in thoſe duties; from hence they ea- 
y perſwade themſelves that all is well, viz. 


it they are the 7 a ſtate 


Grace, and going to Heaven, as fit to 
e as the very beſt. How many thouſands 
e there in the Criſtian World, who ſe- 
rely ſleep and dream of an Intereſt in 
ariſt, that hope and promiſe themſelves a 
ture and glorious Felicity, who are but 
ger mortal Men, and worſe, or rotten 
inted Hypocrites at the beſt, having only 


form of Godlineſs, -reſtraining, counter- 


it, or common Grace? ſuch Scribes and 
ariſees are the fooliſh Virgins, and yet 
mnfdent to the very laſt; they came to the 
dor with a Lord, Lord, open unto us. They 


d blazing Lamps, but no Oil in their 
Amps or Veſſels ; no real Union with Jeſus 


hriſt, no precious Faith, no fincere Love 
1 Evangelical Repentance, the root of the 
atter was not in them. | | 

You that havea Name to live, take. heed 
du be not deceived, if you are not truly uni- 
1 to J<ſus Chriſt, he will certainly diſown 
du. The Lord Jeſus tells us of ſuch fadly 
luded Souls that ſhali ſtand up at the laſt 


day, 


bs 2 5 
*. ly ET 


45 


day, and challenge a Reward in Heaven, gſyeet 
whom he will proteſt, / kamow you nor, Mifttle 
7. 23. They never ſavingly knew him, his? 
never any Union or Communion with Chriſh to 
in the World. Many are called, bur fey cove 
ſen: The Children of the Kingdom (fai ci. 
* Chriſt) all be caft out. And I muſt tell yyW*ry 
whoever comes to Heaven, will miſs man 4 
there which they thought to find, and fn 
others there they little expected. The $i 
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ners in Sion are more than a few, the Go 
maore than the Sheep, the Tares more then 
5 the Wheat, more reprobate Silver than pit 
tried Gold. The pure in Heart, and tri A 
1 godly Man that mourns and bleeds for ſihurſe 
that loves God, and prizes Chriſt above H r 
World, is many times full of fears and doub . 


about his Soul, and the eternal Condition“ 
it: O what would he not give to be aſſute 
that all is well between God and him! 
know that God and Chriſt is his, that he 
fit to live or die, becauſe a miſtake here 
very dreadful, and of an infinite conſequent 
But on the contrary, the fooliſh, diſobe 
ent, that are deceived, ſerving divers Lu 
and Pleaſures, living in Sin, alienated fro 
the love of God, having no Hope, and wit 
out God in the World, are highly confide 
and ſtrongly perſwaded that it ſhall go wt 
With them in the World to come. I knen 
poor ignorant prophane Wretch, being ta 
L on his Death- bed (and but a little before 
egnter'd into Eternity) that Death was coll 
replied, Where is it, I will go forth 
=—_ . 


me 


en, Jeet it? putting his Legs over the Bed, in a 
' Miffetle time gave up the Ghoſt, Therefore in 
1, His great Soul affair let none be fool-hardy, 
ChriS to truſt without trial, But let every Man 
Move his own work, and then ſpall he have rea- 
EN 1G himſelf, and not in another; for 
| very Man hall bear bis own burthen, Gal. 
mins 43 5. | 


F fin 

e Sill Oe. If the conſideration of our latter 
Gond is of ſo much moment, Why do Men and 
themen that have immortal Souls think no more 
put? | 

* Anſw. The great cauſe is from that horrid, 
r {red Atheiſm and Unbelief, which is deep- 
e ti rooted and riveted in Mens Minds and 
oud 
on 
Jute 
1? 
he 


d amazing Dectrine of the other World, 
cording to the belief of which they muſt 
ve or die to all Eternity. 

If we ſhould take a ſerious proſpect of 


re Indl eſs Eternity, and of thoſe great things 
eneFlen ſeem to believe, namely, that they 
belhuſt die, that in every Man's Body, there is 


Lu never-dying Soul, that there will be a dif- 
rent and unchangeable ſtate of Men after 
Death, and that without Holineſs, real Holi- 
eſs of Heart and Life, no Man ſhall ſee the 
ord; compare the Lives and Practices of 
hoſe that pretend to believe theſe things, 
nd we may ſee them as buſie as a company 
f Ants in a ſunny day, and that the general 
purſe of Men hath no tendency towards this 
nd, but indeed a fad and woful incongruity. 


2. The 
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earts. They do not credit that wondring 
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wing of the great and glorious Mediator 


2. The ſecond cauſe is want of Spirity 
and Divine Wiſdom. It was for want of th 
Wiſdom which is from above, that the 74 
elites did not conſider, O that they were wiſhe 


faid God. They are a Nation void of Counſdſei 


neither is there any underſtanding in thehe 


Deut. 32. 28. If Men were wiſe for thier 
precious and eternal Souls, they Would con 
ſider what is here to be done, and what ish on 
to be their condition in the other Worllt! 
The prudent Man fore-lteth the evil, or.cor 4. 
ſidereth the evil, and hideth himſelf. Whe 


God, by the Mouth of Miſes. threatned Red 


plague the Egyprians by the Peſtilence, Hu 
and Fire, he that believed and feared thi 
Word of the Lord among tne Servants 6 
Pharaoh, made his Servants and Cattle fie 
iato the Houſe, and were preſerved, uud 
9. 20. So the Soul that is truly wiſe, to con 
ſider of the danger of being deſtroyed by t 
grieyous hail and Fire of God's wrath, wil 
flee into the Hiding places, viz. Under thi 


where alone there is true Succour. But ht 
that did not fear or conſider of the danger 
left his Servants and Cattle in the Field, an 
were deſtroyed, Exod. g. 21, 25. it 
3. The third hindrance is Senſuality 
worldly Pleaſures and Cares, theſe car th 
away the Heart from true conſideration 


The /7aclites confluence of Creature conſiſt, 

forts, cauſed them to forlake and forg:hn 

God, Deut. 23. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. The oli 

World was Eating, Drinking, Marry ist 
an 


nd giving in Marriage, not conſidering of 
eir danger, till the Flood came and took 
„Jem away, Mat. 24. 38, 29, The Men of 
Je Earth do ſo mind earthly things, that 
Weir Hearts are ſurfeited and drunken with 
„De cares of it, Luke 12. 34. And while 
lens minds and thoaghts are carried ſo ve- 
emently after the World to make provis 
on for their liſe, they can think but little 
their death, Like 12. 15, 16, 17, 18. 

4. The fourth obſtruction is the Plague 
pon the Heart, and deſperate ſecurity, pro- 
Feding from it. No bonds next to death are 
Þ ſtrong to keep Men under, as ſecurity 
1 ſenſleſneſs of Spirit. So dead a Sleep pol- 


ey are paſt ſeeling, and become ſo ſtark 
2d, that the voice of God, in the dreadſul 


Niazing tremendous: Judgments, and deſo- 
ting providences prevail not to awaken 
Jem. The Lord hath poured out upon them 
e ſpirit of a deep ſleep, and hath ( in Judg- 
Fen t ) cloſed their Eyes, that they can ſin in 
very face of the Judge, at the very brink 
Hell, at the very mouth and entrance of 
it great Gulf of Eternit. 


Hitz. A fifth hindrance to Mens conſideration 
-a!'Y their latter end, is a ſtrong deluſion of 
tion 


art or Satanical Suggeſtion, The old Ser- 
t, and deſpęrately deluded Hearts, make 
m dream that GodisallLove, that they 
Il have 4 loog, Life, that preparation ſor 
th and Eternity is a ore work, and that 
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ſſeth moſt of the ungodly World, that 


reatning of his Word; and the alarm of his 
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it may be done at any time, namely, when 
they have done with the World, when the 
are old, or lying on a. fick-Bed. They ſay in 
their Hearts, tis but believing or repenting, 
or and ſaying, Lord have mercy on us, Let me 


q 
- 
* 

o 


& die the death of the Righteous. Under this 1 
deadly deluſion they dream of Heaven, andr: 
80 laughing into Hell, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. f 


And that which doth much increaſe thigh, 
ſtupidity, may be the want or neglect of ea 
powerful and Soul-ſearching Miniſtry, whoþr 

Office, as Watchmen, is to foreſee the dar 
ger, and to warn and awaken ſecure Sinners 
cry ing aloud to them in the name of the Lord 
Aale thou that /leepeſt, ariſe from the dead 
and Chrift ſhall give thee light, Epheſ. 5. 1! 
But ſome cannot indure that Miniſters ſou 
be fo ſevere, plain and piercing in their Do 
ctrine, ſo as thunder and lighten in the Ee 
and Ears of fleepy Souls; they are well con 
tented to fit under thoſe that daub with ur 
tempered Mortar, and who ſew Pillows f 
their Arm-holes, under whoſe Miniſtry the 
; may take a nap, and ſleep it out. But thqhd 
1 


” hatehim that reproved in the Gate that galt 
cuts and wounds their Conſcience, juſt li 


the gall'd-back'd Horſe, that bites and kicqhuſe 
art him that would heal him. ac 
NH A Perſon of no mean gy ſpeaking yt 
Opinion of ſeveral Miniſters, ſaid, ſuch 4. 

Man I can hear, and ſuch a one I can halo, 
very well, bur the third he mentioned, tit 

/ was wot to lay the Ax to the root of ſat I 


= Tree, and grapple with the Heart; bow ver 
WS. \ 10 : end f 
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es 
henf}ndure to hear him, for he always grates ups - 
theyhn my Conſcience. | | 
yin 6. Men do not conſider their latter end, 
ingSecauſe they are afraid to do it. 


1. Firſt, To wanton ſinners, that remem- 
france of Death is a bitter Pill, that will not 
fer the pleaſure of ſin to go down fo ſweet- 
y, Therefore they ſay to the thoughts of 
of eath, as the Governor to Paul, Go thy way 
hof this time, when I have a canventent ſeaſon, 


dan] will ſend for thee. Serious thoughts of 
nerWeath and Judgment to come, as the Hand 
oriÞriting on the Wall, will damp the Spirits, Wn 
acalYnd marr the mirth of the greateſt Prince or 
5- H allant in the World. . 
10UYF 2. They fear to think of Death, becauſe 
r Doffey have made no preparation for it, viz. 
Eye hey have not believed, repented, lived a 
| conſe ot holineſs, fo as to make their God 


h uneir Friend. A Bankrupt that oweth many 
vs ſoundred pounds more than he is worth, 
the atraid to caſt up his Accounts: So poor 
 theſÞd impenitent Sinners that are indebt- 5 
gal to God, thatowe him ten thouſand Ta- 
t lühhats, are unwilling to think of Death, be- il 
kicWuie Death will ſay unto them, Come, give 
account of your Stewardſhip, for you muſt. 
y the utmoſt farthing. | 
4. They are afraid to think of Death, by 
1 heFaſon of the dreadſubeonſequences of Death, 
|, t it relates to boch Worlds. The change 
of Wat Death males as to this preſent World, 
can very amazing. . 
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1. It brings unavoidibly a diſſolution ore. 
ſeparation of Soul and Body, theſe two deaf 
Companions, that have lived and converſci 
together, and ſinned together, for many 
years, muſt then part, and a living Man will 
become a deat carkals, fit for nothing but: 
Grave, and «the Soul muſt have another H- 
bitation, Fob 17.13, 14. Job 19. 26. Well" 
might Death be called, The Ning of Terrors, 
2. It is a matter of fear to leave this 
World, that hath been fo pleaſing and de 
lightſome, and for which you have toilet 
and laboured ſo many years, in one night tg 
loſe it all; for when the departing hour com- 
eth, you may take a view of all your Con- 
forts which you have had under the Sun, ad 
Helps of Heaven, ( viz. ) Husbands, Wire, 
Parents, Children, Kinsfolks, Friends, jo 
Companions, Gold, Silver, Houſes, Lands 
fweet and delicate Banquets, pleaſing Bu 
gains, and ſay, we maſt now part, fare: 
for ever, we ſhall never ſee or enjoy you 
more, we {hall never eat, drink, or converkf 
more, buy or ſell more; all our fleſhly and 
ſenſual delights are ended, our joy, our 
mirth decreaſed, and all the bleſſed Advan 
tazes for our Salvation will now terminate 
Farewel the means of Grace, and all the gol 
den Opportunities {or our Souls, farewell 
thoſe faithful Miniſtets that we have heard 
farewel all thoſe powerful awakening Ser 
mons that have ſounded in our ears, fare we 
all the bleſſed Sabbaths; farewel all the Cou 


ſels, Examples, Reproofs, Prayers of " 


xrious and religious Friends and Relations, 
e ſhall never ſee the fice of a Minifter 


he door of Grace and Life opened to us any 
wore for ever. And what remains but a dole- 
ul remembrance of thoſe good things that 
re paſt and gone, and a ſevere ſtrict account 
hat is yet behind? 


Well © dreadful change and loſs indeed! to- 
15 hem that make the World their home, that 
) 


0 proviſion or portion beyond the Grave 
The thoughts of which made a wicked young 
an (very thriving in the World) to atter 


Wt this is the plague of it, I muſt die; Which 
ccordingly came to paſs not long after. 

3. No wonder Death is terrible, for after 
Death, comes Judgment. Death is a Purſti- 


ive an account at God's dreadful Bar. And 
© What more terrible to the Malefactor, than 
che ſight and preſence of an angry Judge ? 
hile Paul reaſoned of Judgment, Felis 
rembled, and bid him be gone; that Do- 
rine did fo gall him, that he would not ens 
ure it, Ac, 24. 25. 


ade and ſtir you up, to put this duty of ſo 

reat and infinite concernment into pra- 

tice. O Sirs, I befeech you to entertain 

eme timely thoughts of your dying hour, 

nat Death and you may be more familiar. 

he beſt Friends you have in Heaven and 
| 3 3 


1ore, or hear a Sermon more, never have | 


ave their Heaven on this fide Heaven, and 


neſe words, if I live I ſhall be a rich Alan, 


ant that ſummons guilty Souls to come ant 


Uſe 2. The ſecond uſe is to exhort, pet- 


Earth 
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Earth longs to ſee it done; O that there aul Hays 


ſuch an Heart in them! © her 

Now if you would do any thing in thr, 
bleſſed Work ( viz.) to prepare for DexſWot : 
and Judgment, it muſt be done, 1. Sudden rea- 
2. Seriouſty. 3. Effettually. ra 

1. It muſt be done Suddenly, it is buſin:W be 
of that importance, that muſt not be n«his 
lected or delayed for a Moments time, DWra"\ 
you but fee that you are upon the Confinvit! 
of Eternity, and in danger every day of be 


ing undone for ever, you would quick !. 


come to a reſolution. To further and «ery 
age you, conſider. nan 

1. Life (as dear and precious as it is). 
very uncertain. What a nothing is this Life 
A wind, a vapour, a dream, a breat 
a bubble. 

How ſoon may the Thread be cut, ti 
Glaſs run, or the bright burning Lamp) 
dim, or out, when, how, or where thi 
ſhort dying life will terminate, thou doſtſÞuave 
not know; whether at home or abroad, nd 
mong thy friends or ſtrangers, in the Fiel 
or Honſe, at thy Table or in thy bed, wht 
can tell? | | 

2. Death may come ſuddenly. When ti 
pale Horſe will ſet forth, whether in the 
morning, or at mid-day, or mid-night, nofſſvou 
Man can tell. There is a fatal hour which 
none can pais, Zuke 12. 20. Pſal. 73. 18, 19 


Pſal. 64.7. 1 Theſſ. 5. 3. | De: 

3. When Death comes it ſtrikes ſure by 

This King of Terrors on the pale Horſe alitr: 
| | ways 


, « * 


here-ever he cometh ; no Shield or Buck- 


ne Wy 
Draw, Death doth his work ſpeedily, ealily, 
finWvitnels the laſt Plague. 1 ſhall add here, i 
L 5 1 
ck 1- Death's calls, warnings and alarms, are Wl 


ery frequent; not one of you but have had 
nany a call and knock to mind you of Death, 
2, Death's Commands are peremptory, he 


akes his Commiſſion out of the Court of 
eaven, in order to the accompliſhment and 


ree, ſo that he muſt do his work, muſt 


have his errand, If a Man had Mines of Gold 1 


nd Silver to give, it cannot deliver from the 


eArreſt of this inexorable Serjeant. 
. Death's Conqueſt is great. / know "+; 


pt bring me to Death, and the place appoint: 
d for all living, What Man is he that liveth 
nd ſhall not fee Death? Thou haſt: (et his 
noflbounds that he can't paſs. They that have 
cakconquer'd Kingdoms and Countries, and car- 
Fried all before them, haye been ſubjected by 

Death. When Death comes and takes a Man 
by the Throat, though the proudeſt ſtouteſt, 


&ays rides the Circuit, and doth Execution 


ar, or Armour of Proof can defend vs, no, ne 
ot an Army or Guard of Men or Angels. 11 
readful Death finds a King on his Throne, 
ra Beggar on the Dunghil, it is all a ca. .$une 
he ſtrength of a Man, though a Sampſon, ln 
his great Leviathan, Death, counts but a Wn 


brings his Writ along with him. Death 
omes in the name of the terrible Judge, and 


xecution of an Eternal and Irrevocable De- 


ſtrongeſt in the World, he muſt go willing, 
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or unwilling, it's all one to Death. *Tis ahrms 
fervable that of bad Men, their Souls are ner a 
WW 7! but taken away. What is the hole 
of the Hypocrite, thongh he hath giineÞþrac 
When God taketh away his Soul, Job 27. pen 
20. A Tempeſt ftealeth him away in Mou 
night. This night ſhall thy Soul be require huſt 
Death will not ſtay one night. Tis in Had 
for them that are {trong and lively to hy. 
Death, Go to the wrinkled Faces, to , 14 
grey Heads, to the pale Cheeks, to the uind 
ked Backs, to the ary Bones, to the ditt, 3 
Breaſts, meddle not with this young Muff! 
ſtrike not this comely beautiful Woman tis 
that is in the flower and prime of Natureſiis 
Go to yonder conſumptive, declining, decay 
ing, dying old Man : Go to that weak wither 
ed old Woman, let me alone to be excuſed.) 
but Death regards it not. For this great Cor 
queror Death, knocks as often at the young 
Man's door, as at the door of the old WeoſÞ<ed 
man. Death arreſts and carrieth away the ri 
ſtrong, the healthy the rich, the honourable Poul 
the learned, Priſoner to the Grave, as oftenPou! 
as the weak, the ſickly, the poor, the balk O 
and ignorant. OO nt 
2. You are to do it Seriomiy, with thyrape 
Soul; the living will lay it to heart, Ecc. 
7. 2. The dead cannot, there's no device in 
the Grave, then go about it now in good ent- 
neſt, before Old age and Death cometh. 
z. Do it Effet ually, go thorow with the work, Nea. 
lenve it not undone, or but done to halves; 
let every Luſt be mortified, every Duty per- 
. for mech 
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5 &þrm2d, every Grace exerciſed. As good ne- 
er a Whit as never the nearer. Now yon * 


Þ 
> 10 "of 
hopWave opportunity before you, the day of 
nelbrace is continued, Chriſt is at the Door, 4 = 
„pen to him and make all ſure, for if ever 


on be juſtified, pardoned; ſanctified, it 
juſt be now. The Conſiderations- to per- 
ade you, are theſe following. 
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Motive 1. Conſider, there is an abſolate- i 
nd indiſpenſable neceſſity for the doing of 
t, a preſent-neceſlity, an infinite and eter- 
Nil neceſſity; other things may be done, 
his muſt be done, and it is more than time 


. 


2 
— Fo 
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reſthis great work were done and finiſhed. It 4 
% the grand buſineſs of your Life, timely: | 


+53% 


nd truly to prepare for death and judgment. 
t were better that all your Concerns in the 
orld were wholly neglected, namely, 
usband, Wife, Children, Buying, Selling, 
Sed-time, Harveſt, omitted, and let all rn 
o ruin, than to hazard, loſe and undo your - 
ouls ; for this will certainly ruin Body an4- 
Soul for ever. 4 
O ſeriouſly mind how little you have done 
n the time of your Life paſt, and how un- 
yrapable you will be to do any thing at the 
End of time, when you come to take up your 
n@odging in a Grave. O remember the days 
-f darkneſs, they will be many, Eccl- 1. 18. 
hey that have been in the Grave a thouſand 
„Pears have done nothing; neither can you 
Frhen you come there. Now for you that 
Faye lived, ſome 3 thirty, forty, fi- 
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or lixty Year, and done nothing in order t 2. 
a preparation for your everlafting State, ¶ h4- 
is high time to begin the work. 

The moſt of you are fo ſenſleſs as not! 
conſider or entertain a thought of death, til 
you hear the Bell, or ſee a Grave or Coff 
or till Death comes within your Wall, aut 
knocks at your Beds-head : When you ſe 
Friend, a Child, a Brother, a Husband aid, 
Wife, gaſping and dying till. you ſee thenfſlkiſt 
dedewed with cold Sweats, and groaninglusy 
with dying Pangs, till your Eyes thus aff:tÞhi; 

your Hearts, your Hearts are ſeldom affect. 
ed with the ſenſe of your mortality : Noy 
fince it muſt be done, and done ſuddenly, re 
folve in ſpight of Men and Devils, and all the 
World, to ſet about the work. 


9 pl 93 TE 
Oy 4s WY 1 
; 
md — 


8 
os N 4 


Moti ve 2. Conſider, It may be done, yolnov 
are in a Capacity to do it; adored. for eve 
be free Grace ! | 
1. Time and Opportunity is yet befortWthe 
you. The Torch burns, and Sun ſhines, yetor | 
it is day, though not morning; ſome Sandithe 
are behind, though not ax whole Glaſs. Someſiis ti 
of you are old, lame, deaf, but not dead;Bare 
others weak, ſick, languiſhing, but alive. Ho 
the Sun were ſet, the Candle out, the Glals 
ran, farewel all hope of Heaven, or of alter: 
ing your Condition for eyer. That they ate 
gone down to the dead, and amongſt the 
damned, nay, and do reflect with torment 
upon the opportunity once offered to male 


them happy, but can call back none; that 5| Gu; 
mpoſli ble, | 


2. God 


rol 2. God is willing to help if you go to him; \ | 
e, ¶ hive is the power, and he gives it to them 
nit have no ſtrength, Ja. 40. Duty is ours, 
t MAſſiſtance and Succeſs is God's. That God Wl 
tilrho hath given thee a conſidering Seaſon, 
finfiean alſo give a conſidering Soul; go to him 
af}Mpon thy knees, and beg as for thy Life, his 
ce Ppeedy aid; and fay as the Woman to Da- 111 
aid, Help, O Ning; or as the Father for his 
enſdiſtreſſet Son, Maurꝭ g. 22. If thou canſt do Wl 
nay thing, help us. Chriſt did help us; it is 
kiſYhis promiſe, Seek and ye hall find. But it 3] 3 
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onfltioe and means from them is gone for ever. 47 
Then, in the name of the Lord, quit your 
teffelves like Men, wiſe Men, that are enqued | 

with precious, rational, confidering - Souls, 

that differenceth you from Bruits; let that 
'00Fnoble Faculty of Reaſon be executed in con- 
icrBidering your latter end; for conſideration is 
a ſerious, eager and lively act or exerciſe of 
the Underſtanding, about things to be done, 
or not -to be done, furthering of impeding 
the execution of them as it ſeems good. It 
is the exerciſe of the Mind and Heart, theſe -? 
are at work in this divine Confideration. | 
Contemplation (as one obſerves ) looks upon 
things, as the Eye upon the Object, Judici- 
Jun, diſcerneth things whether good or bad; 
but meditation or conſideration is a farther : 
inquiſition into the truth. Set Confideration 
at work, and not like Bruits, ſuffer your 


ect cannot be ſaid fo of ſeparated Souls, becauſe 3 


e Eyes, Ears, Luſts and Senſes to be your 
5F Guides, bit commune with your Rearts, 
wy | G 6 con- 


( 
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| conſider your Ways, refleck upon your act. 


you would not be ſo ſenſual, fo ſinful, as you 
have been and are, Ja. 1, z. 


Afotive 2. Conſider the omitting or neg— 
lect of it will render you the worſt of Fools, 
It the doing it be your higheſt wiſdom, the 


this will make you like Ephraim, a filly 
Dove without a Heart. Do you know that 
you muſt die, and die but once? And will 
you not endeavour to do that well, which 
cannot be done the ſecond time. 
Aid. to his Adverſaries, Te can kill me but vir, 


kill me the ſecond time. So ſay | to thc, 
O thou ſecure ſinner, when thy breath i; 
gone it Will return no more. | 
O confider with a trembling Heart, how 
mech depends upon this dying once! name- 
ly, the gaining or loſing of thy dear precious 
Soul, che gaining or loſing the favour of God, 
the fruition of God; the joys of Heaven, or 
the torments of Hell hang upon it. 
When Death comes, your Eternity is caſt, 
the very next moment after yon have ſhot 
the black and amazing Gulf, you ſhall ſee 
and know what yon ſhall be, and where you 
Mall be to all Eternity. And will you Judge 
the Men of the Earth, or worldly wiſe Men, 
the wifeſt Men who take care for the Body, 
and neglect the Soul? That make 


— 


you 


| ons, look to your end; which if you dich! 


not doing it muſt needs be the greateſt folly; 


As Luther 


ye are not able to raife me to life again, aud 


| proviſion 
for Time, but not for Eternity ? O Sirs, if 


Ro 
ai you would but trace them to a Sick-bed,” a 
id, Death bed, from thence into Eternity, and 
ou to God's dreadful Tribunal, you might eaſi- han 
ly determine, Jer. 17.11. Luke 12. 19, 20. 
and 16. 22, 23. Kev. 6. 25. Bi 
Motive. 4. In @ very little time your pre-; 
ent, powerful aud awakening belps and ad van- 
[tapes to excite and put you in mind. of the other nl 
World, will be paſt and gone. And theſe are 
chiefly three, viz. I. Awakening Ordinances. mn 
iz. Awakening Providences. 3. Awakening 
ch Convictions. | | "4h 
er 1. Awakening Ordinances will have an end. 
% The faithful, powerful Miniſters of the Goſs ae 
i pel, that watch for your Souls, and whoſe 
< | Office it is to fire the Beacons, and give the 
u Alarm, will, we know not how ſoon, finiſh ml 
their Work. Theſe Boanergefes and Ambaſſa- nl: 
E dors of the Lord, that preach that amazing. 
e- Jand dreadful Doctrine of Death and Judg- ny 
s ment, and that with loud and earneſt cries, we 
d tears, and fervour of ſpirit, to make you | 
or ſenſible of your fin and danger, wilt ſhortly 
be called home; Moſes that great Prophet, 
ſt, after he had compoſed this excellent Song) 
ot ef which my Text is a part) was gathered to 
ee his Fathers. Noah, that Preacher of Righte- 
du ouſneſs, after he had for many years together 
ze warned the old World, was called into the 
1, Ark, and they had never a Sermon more til! 
y, | the wrath of God came upon them, and 
nf there was no remedy, 2 Pet. 2. 5. Be ye nl 
i therefore as your Fathers, unto whom the 
former 


| former Prophets have cried, ſiying, Turn ye 
| from your evil ways, for they have not long to 


cry. The Prophets do not live for ever, Zech. 
1. 4, 5. Lou cannot rationally expect always 


or the ſound of the Silver Trumpets; the Sun 
will go down over the Prophets; therefore 
while the Watchmen are upon the Walls, 


your eternal advantage, thoſe plain and pow: 
erful Sermons which you hear and read! and 
let it not be accounted legal Preaching. Who 


horrible fin of blood-guiltineſs upon our 
| Souls, Ezek. 3. 18, 19. It is obſerved, thit 
there are more dreadful Doctrines ſcattered 
| up and down in the Nem Teſtament, than in 


is very neceſſary, both for ſecure Sinners, 
and drowlie Saints, Holy David after his fall, 
fell into a deep lleep, and did not awake un- 
til Nathan came and told him plainly and 
particularly of his ſin. And of the Virgins, we 
read while the Bridegroom tarried, they all 


flumbered and ſlept, Matt h. 25. O how] 
many ſleepy Souls are there in the World, | 
and in many Cities, Towns and Pariſhes in 
this Nation, that will either living, dying, 
or after death, ſadly bewail the not improv: 


ing the labours of their faithful Paſtors, 
— 2. All 


to hear the pleaſant noiſe of Aarons Bells, 


take warning, and finiſh your work while! 
you have the Light. O Sirs, improve for! 


were more ſevere in their preaching, than 
| our Lord and his fore-runner ? Whom we! 
| ought to imitate, otherwiſe we draw the 


the Old, the powerful application of which 


flictions on our Families, Relations, Eſtates, . 
Perſons, are in order to the awakening us 
out of lleep, and ſo for our profit. When 
Manaſſeth was among the T horns, and bound 
with Fetters, and carried into Babylon, he ln 
delought the Lord, and humbled himſelf . 
greatly, 2 Chr. 33. 11, 12, 13. After Ephraim 


was chaſtiſed, he awaked, turned and re-. 


pented; for Bonds and Cords of afffict ion do 
open the Ear to Iuſtruction; when he ſhew- 
eth them their work, and their Tranſgreſſi-ä- 
on, and commandeth that they turn from in- 
iquity, Fob 36. 8, 9, 10. Fer. 31. 18, 19. No- 


to have a deaf Ear to the Rod and Word, to 
be hardned, and ſecure, and go on in ſin un- 
der awakening and amazing Providences, is * 
a dreadful Judgment, and that which ripens 
Men for Ruin, 2 Chron. 28. 22. This is that 


| King Ahaz, who in the time of his diſtreſs, 
| did treſpaſs yet more againſt . the Lord, 


Nan, on 
3. Your awakening Convictions Will have an 
end too. Thoſe ſecret and powerful work- 
ings, grievings and ſtruglings of the Spirit of 
God under the Rod, and in the World, will be 
4 J | ſuſ 
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ſo much grieved and oppoſed, will not al— 
ways ſtrive and ſtruggle with your Hearts and 
Conſciences, Ger. 6. 3. Now Sinners, if you 
have any love of regard to your immortal 
Souls, before all theſe helps be taken away, 


leſt God ſhould ſpeedily reſolve, and ſay to 
you as to the Jews, Ia, 1. 5. Why ſhould ye be 
| ftriken any more? Or as Hol. 4. 17. Ephraim 
is joyned to Idols, let him alone. They will 
have their Luſts, and they ſhall have them. 
| As I live, ſaith the Lord, that iniquity ſy. 
not be purged till you die. Sin nothing will 
prevail, I am reſolyed, faith God, they ſha! 
never hear any awakening Soul-fearching 
Sermon more, never have a Correction or 
Conviction more till they go down to Hell. 


Motive 5. Confider that the earneft cries, 
tears, prayers of unbelievers; when they com? 
to die, will be in vain, fruitleſs and unſucceſ- 
| ful. Though you ſpeak in the anguiſh of 
your Souls, and compliin in the bitterneſs of 
our Spirits, when your Fleſh upon you ſhall 


ave pain, and your Souts within you ſhall 


mourn, it will be to no purpoſe. 


:- You that will not ſeek God betimes, and | 


make ſupplication to the Almighty, that will 
not pray while you have time to pray, helps 
to pray; health to pray, encouragements to 
pray. 


Now 


be wiſe to conſider and prepare for your end, 


| fuſpending. Chriſt will not always be at the Nov 
door calling, knocking, and his Spirit that is mow 
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t is your prayers in a dying hour will be the ex- 
al Preſlions of your ſears and terrors, ariling 
ind rom the ſenſe and nearneſs of your danger, 


ou chen there will be but a ftep between your 
tal Meparting Souls and the ſtare of Devils: God Wi 


i, B:1dom hears from ſome Men, unleſs trou- 
ach ple, fickneſs, fear, diſtreſs and anguiſh com- 
to th upon them. Then pain will make them 
ve pray, and howl upon their Beds; and it is 
im But howling, not praying, Fc 7. 14. But 
ill God hear his cry when trauble cometh upon 
um? faith Job 27. 9. No, faith the Lord, 7 
ill not be enquired of by you, Ez2k.-20. 3. Be- 
auſe it cometh from an evil mind, or ſtink- 
ng breath, proceeding frgm a corrupt, rot- 
's ten, curſed heart, and then it muſt needs be 
ort Abominable, Prov. 21. 17. and 15. 8. J will 
faith David) waſh mine hands in Innacency, 


niquity in mine Heart, the Lord will not hear 
prayer, Pfal. 66. 18. If God would not 
ear a David's Prayer, a Man after God's 
dyn Heart, he will not hear a Devil's Prayer, 
nor the Prayer of a Swearer, Sabbath-break- 
er, Drunkard, he heareth not ſinners that 
like and love their Luſts. No, faith the Holy 
Ghoſt, though they ſeek me early, they ſhall 
ot find me. Here note, That there is a two- 


d 
1 
» arly. God's early is in the mornivg of our 
0 life, in the time of our Youth, then God 
alls and invites to come, Prov. t. 24. Eccleſi 
12.1, Man's early is in the evening or at as 
en 


* 


old early; namely, God's early, and Man's 


Now God invites, you may have audience; Mb 
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nd then compaſs thine Altar; for if I regard i 


' 92 | 

0 end of his Life, or when a Man is nigh unte 
| death, when pain, ſorrow and anguiſh com 
eth upon him. In their afAittion they wil 
ſeek me early, Hoſ. 5, ult. When fear conthi 
as a deſolation, and deftruttion cometh as | 
whirlwind, then ſhall they call upon me, but 
will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, bu 
Hal not nnd me, Prov. 1. 27, 28. God wil 
ſay to all ſuch ſinners, remember it, as Jan 
to Abimelech, Gen. 26. 27. Wherefore con: 
ye to me, ſeeing ye hated me, and ſent me wy 
from you + Or he will ſay, as once to the Chil. 
dren of 1/7ael that cried to him in their 
ſore diſtreſs, Go cry to the Gods that ye hav: 
choſen, let them deliver you in the time t 
your tribulation; as for me, I'll not delivy 
you, Iudg. 10. 14. You have ſerved the Dexi! 
imbraced the World, ſatisfied your Lutts 
joyned with your Enemies; go to the Devil 
go to your Luſts, to your wicked Company, 
let them deliver you in your diſtreſs : Nov 
Death and Devils are come for you, I vil 
not own you nor your Prayers, your Sous 
abhorred me, and my Soul abhors you an! 
your Prayers, depart from me, I know you 
not. 


{ 
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Motive 6. I: is the great comfort of the god 
ty Hans life to hope, and know that he 15 fit fa 
N Whatever be their Lot and Portion 
in this World, be aſſured it ſhall. go wel 
with them in the other. World. Art thou in 
a ſtate of Grace, at odds with Sin, and tral 
in love with Chriſt and Holineſs ; be of you 
cheaf, 


- 


5 


Shear, go thy way, and eat thy Bread with a 
voy, and drink thy Wine with a merry Wn 
Heart, for the bitterneſs of Death is paſt. 
The King of Terrors that had the power of 

Death is conquered by the Lord of Life. 
Terrible Death that rides on the pale Horſe, . 
diſmounted by thy dear Lord that rides on 
he white Horſe; under whoſe bloody Croſs 
hou maiſt ſee him diſarmed, wounded and 
Mead : Death that reigned from Adam to Mo- 
es, is now ſwallowed up in Victory, Ja. 15. 
B. Iwill ranſom thee from the power of the 
rave; I will redeem thee from Death; O 
Peath, I will be thy plague ;, O Grave, I will 
e thy deſtruction. The believing Soul is dead 
vith Chriſt while he lives, Rom. 6. 8. And is 
lelivered not only from the damnation, but 
he dominion of Sin, and there is hope in his 
eath. When he dieth he ſhall die in the 
ord, Rev. 14.13. He ſhall fleep in Jeſus, 
0" T heſ. 4. 14. His end ſhall be Peace, Pſal. 
z 7. 37. This made the Apoſtle, after his ſad 
ugLonfiiet, Rom. 7. To triumph over this laſt 
unemy Death, 1 Cor. 15. 55. 
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Motive 7. I you ſhould not prepare for 
Death, yet you will wiſh you had (as many do 
Frhen it is too late.) You that are for making 
or the Fleſh, and ſo eagerly purſuing the 
orld, and the things of it, when you ſhall 

de caſt upon a Bed of languiſhing, you will 
iſh in the very torment of your minds, and 
lames of horror, O that I had parted with 
ly Sin! O that I had been careful to pleaſe 
| 4 and 


F * 


/ and honour God, and to get an Intereſt i 


| Jeſus Chriſt ! Then ſhould I now have diedff 
the Death of the Righteous z but this | wholly] N 


| ſlighted. I proſecuted the World with 
might and main, and got ſo many thouſang; 
for my Poſterity, and I lived a merry and 
= jovial Life; but. for my Soul, for my Eterni. 
= ty, things of infinite worth, I have done no- 
thing, I forgot my Soul. Now here is the 
= Meſſenger of Death come for me, to i:mpri-þ 
= ſon my Body in the Grave, the Chambers of 
{ Darkneſs, and to carry my Soul I know not 
= whither, I fear to Hell. O that I had been 
Vue to underſtand this! To conſider my latter 
end. What would I now give to live a fey 
= years more, to make proviſion for this my 
= Soul, that muſt now eater the Gulf of end- 
= leſs Eternity. | 


min 
or 
Motive 8. Confider the ag will be excee- 5 
ing great: As will appear by theſe following here 
particulars. | , oer 

1. Wonld yon hate Sin as Hell, and b: or « 
more truly holy, Conſider your latter end, ie i 
This is moſt certain, that all the antece ſentsſihe 
and dreadful conſequences of death, ſpring. f 
and grow out of this bitter Root, What iin; 
it that wounds, ſtings, pains and Kills? 
What is it that brings diſeaſes, and threatens He 
death? that murders the Body, and that 
damns and burns the Soul ? what is it that 
doth neceſlitate thee to make uſe of Phyſick 
and Phyſitians whilſt alive? And bringeth 
thee to a Coffin or Grave when * 7 

ead ! 
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Sin Which thou imbraceſt in 
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7 hy boſom? ä 
vou poor, blind, geluded Souls, as little 
Ind as lovely as {in looks in yeur wanton 
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yes, it is the Mother and Nurſe of all your 
(cries, hatch'd in Hell, the Devil's ſpawn 
r excrement. He that committeth fin is of the 
Devil, 1 John 3. 8. This is that evil thing 
nd bitter, that hales Death and Hell at the 
eels of it; yea, that arms Death, Devils 
nd Hell againſt us. Were it not for. this 
lack, ugly, fierce, cruel and bloody Adver- 
ry, Law or Juſtice could not condemn ns, 
eath could not kill as, Devils could not tor- 
ment us, Hell could not burn us. 
VE Sin is the Traitor and Murderer of your 
m:nortal Souls, and thoſe Nails that will 
ortly dig your Graves; and will yon hug, 
„Tide, and hold it faſt? Wilha Woman put a 
"Knife in her Boſom, that hath killed or mur- 
"2Wered her dear Child or Husband ? No, by 
beo means, it muſt be broken and caſt away 
or ever. Now, Sirs; if ſin be the Enemy, 
e it is an Enemy or Murderer, killit, take 
the ſacrificing Knife and cut the Throat of it, 
dr ſtrike the Heart-vein, and let it bleed un- 
Jil it dies. Deal by it, as Samuel by Agap. 
Cut it in pieces. Did you think ſeriouſly o 
Death and Hell, you would hate it, to pur- 
doſe, and ſay, away to Hell with it, from 
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k hence iticame?; and 3 put ou upon 
f dughtvid ear neſt endeavdur after Holineſs; 
8 ind great preten à diſſolution, what mafiner 


dn de true, it is a»tg be in holy Converſa - 
4 tion - 


16 


tion and Godlineſs, 2 Pet. 3. 11. But if yoltwe 
forget death, you will make dreadful work ther 
namely, your accounts greater, and Hell thelnd 
hotter ; you will increaſe your fin, and Golfk, a 
will heap up wrath againſt the day of wrath þ 
And if ever God ſhew mercy, it will coſt 
you dear; your Souls muſt mourn, your 
Hearts muſt break and bleed for ſin; for un- 
leſs you repent, you will certainly be damn: 
ed, Luke 13. f. Pre! 

2. Would you ſpeedily call off your Heartsor! 
from the World, and lay up a Treaſure i R. 
Heaven. Remember your latter end. In thifann 
greateſt affluence of worldly Proſperity, or 
ways conſider that you muſt die. her 

Poor Worldlings ! that make Gold yortſhien' 
hope, whoſe plottings and ploddings are Hon. 
Earth. If Death and Eternity were more inpfter 
your thoughts, you would let go that in yourſear 
atfeAions, which you cannot hold in yourſts G 

offeſtion, and love that but a little that wilfom7 
6 loſt and which you cannot love long i 
Riches have Wings, and they will be goneÞLeve 
Conlider how little the things of this Worl! 
will ſtand you inſtead in the evil day; yout 
Gold and Silver cannot keep. you from: Dit 
eaſes __ Yon, live; nor wan Hell When 

ou are dead, Prov. 11. 13. Pſal. 49. 6, 7. 
4 It falleth out with many of the ls Stor 
rers of the World, as it doth with a Sump 
ter Horſe, Who all the day carrieth a great 
Treaſure. on his back, but at night e 
from- him, and he thruſt int; m PrInge and 


So many wealthy World! When * at n | 
ts 5 | 1 BE 


youſtyes to get and carry worldly Treaſure» 
"wkShen Death cometh it is taken from them, 
tend they for their ill getting, or ill uſing of 
Jod, are thruſt down to Hell: The rich Man 
th fied, and in Hell lift up his Eyes. 
oſt And if you would deaden your Hearts to 
ourhis empty Earth, and look after a Treaſure 
un. Ibove, a happineſs beyond the Grave, that 
na- Mall laſt as long as your Souls ſhall laſt, think 
pften of death, this would divert your 
'orldly cares and projects. 

Remember from this day to your laſt day 
annot be long, your Journey or Voyage is 
hort, and a little proviſion is enough, nei- 
her Poverty nor Riches, but Food conve- 
jent is tne deſire and choice of a Citizen of 
orn. Converſe more with Death, and be 
inſÞften looking into Eternity, and thou mayeſt 
puſpear (as it were ) a voice ſpeaking to thee, 
ths God to Baruk, J*r. 45. 4, 5. 1 will break 
vil mn and pluck up; and ſeekeſt thou great 
gings? ſeek them not. Death is the great 
ne Leveller that will make all equal, and you 
r\iſWhat graſp the World moſt greedily, will 
nd it bat vanity ; for all is vanity, is the 
anguage of Experience, Eccleſ. 1. 2. 1 John 
EP, VVV 
When Samuel was to anoint Saul, he 
brought or directed him to Rachel's Sepul- 
hre, and to this end (as is ſuppoſed ) name- 
: to ſuppreſs, or prevent haughty, proud 
dughts, that might ariſe from that new 
and great preferment. And if the ſuppoſiti! 
dn be true, it is as if he had ſpoken thus; 
TH: Saul, 


ts 
2 In 
the 


Saul, God hath highly honoured you, and ft 
— anoint you King, but remember, Here liz ppt 
the duſt of that beautiful Kachel; and thovefhbou; 
vou are now King in /ſracl, yet muſt you bekhe 
as Kachel, vi x. laid in a Grave or Sepulchre Pool 
the thoughts of which is a very mortiſyinggt dc 
Meditation. You that have the Waters of:ſthou 
full Cup, that wallow in Wealth, and ſwinfou 
in worldly Glory, to wean you from tbelnd 
World (that your Hearts may not be turn. Rid 
ed into Earth, and buried before you are buſþat - 
ried ) keep freſh in your Thoughts Death aniÞow: 
Eternity, Job 14. 14. heir 
4. Would you be deeply ſenſible of thehnd! 
fd and doleful condition of Unbelievers wh:nffudge 
they come to die? Think ſeriouſly of yourfHone 
latter end. What will you do in the houcghen 
of Diſtreſs, when God ſhall call for yourſſe at 
Breath, change your Countenance, and re-Flear 
* quire your Souls, if you have made no pre-Youls 
I paration for Death and Judgment? ated 
| Poor Souls! I would pity you with my ve-Noor, 
ry Heart, to think how ignorant you are ohen 
your great concernments; you eat, drinkſt M 
ſleep, buy, ſell, and get gain, but light yourſÞ!led 
Souls, and do not conſider of the evil day. out! 
Wo be unto him that is alone, that is alon Head 
in Life, and alone in Death, that hath no Chriſte : 
to befriend him, or ſtand by him in that v No 
ful, day, that cometh to lie down on hiÞur 
Death bed without. Peace or Pardon, whoſFienc 
Mall go;into the Grave, and ſtand before the s Sr 
Har, without an/advocate to plead for him. 
Fa Mis 4: $1: wilt -bf . 1 
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109 | 
[t is moſt probable you may have diffzrent 
ickpprehenſions of your ſelves and others in 
eHPour dying hour, for the nearer the object 
bathe clearer the ſight : O Sinners! when the 
door of Eternity begins to open (as uſually 
net doth to Men dying) you will have other 
f:Khoughts of your ſelves and other Men. Here 
int ou ruffle it out, thinking your ſelves above, 
hend better than others; behold great Babel, 
. Rid that proud Perſon in his Princely Palace; 
buſÞut when pale Death appears, it will pull 
nifown thole Peacocks Feathers, and cauſe 


heir Creſt to fall. Now the World ſhines | 


hefbnd ſparkles in your Eyes, which makes you 
:nſudge and think that nothing but Riches, 
uflonour and Greatneſs can make you happy; 
urſſiben it will appear (the Paint being off) to 
uche an empty nothing. As for the pure in 
reeart, who mourn for fin, and mind their 
e-Jouls above the World, are ſcorned, jeered, 
ated, being looked upen as a company 
Vor, penſive ſneaking, beſotted Fools, will 
en be adjudged the beſt, wiſeſt and happi- 
Men on Earth. Now ſin is excuſed, and 
illed a light and little thing or trick of 
„ Jouth; but then it will have a black and 
nefcadful face, and feel more heavy than Lead, 
ite more bitter than Death it ſelf. | 
vo Now the damned and curſed- Crew are 
higpur brave boon Companions and boſom 
tends; but when you are come to your dy- 
g groans and cold ſweats, away with them, 
ir fight-is- terrible, But know that you 
at have been Companion in Sin; muſt be 
HF Com: 
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Companions in ſufferings, and lie down to- * 
gether in everlaſting Chains and Flames; Nie 
you ſhall be fertered and bound together, 9X 
and never part any more for ever. wy 

Now an Intereſt in Chriſt, and a Life off, 
Holineſs is little valued, and every baic luft 
and trifle preferred: then a Wok. Wort 
for Chriſt. Forty thouſand pound for a 2094 
Conſcience, cryed out a wicked wealthy 
Worldling, when dying, and paſling into 
Eternity. | 

4. Would you expedite your Repentarce tr, 
your State, and make all ready for the other 
World: Think upon this laſt Enemy 1h; 
King of Terrors, that will e'er long terminat 
your days, and then all your oppertunitic 
will be gone for ever. 

If the thoughts of death, eſpecially the & 
cond death, did but influence your Heart 
and penetrate into your Conſciences, yoſhfre 
would eaſily be perſwaded to caſt away youſſh; 1c 
fins, namely, to cut off a right Hand, or plu; ; 
out a right Eye, and to rent your Heart, - 
to fit alone, to mourn in ſecret, to attitþ, 41 
your Souls, and to put your Mouths in the! 
duſt, if ſo be there may be hope, Lam. z. mp 
We ſee that Men in a Journey, if they this 
they have day enough, they are (lack and ſſo nie 
enough, but if they ſee but a little time, thiYWy;11 
will make ſpeed. If a Man muſt do the wolf, 
of a whole. day in half a day, he will mai 
haſt : Repentance is not a work for a di 
though a daily work, our whole Life is lit 


eqgugh to compleat and perfect it. As 10: 


4 


2 


| 191 J f 
0 · Is we fin, we muſt mourn, while we provoke 
sine Judge, we muſt plead gnilty, and ſue 
er,fþut our Pardon with Ropes about our Necks, 
ad ſmiting on our Breaſts, and (if it might 
de) with Tears of Blood. And the great 
hings of Death and Judgment will prepare 
nd prompt you to do it ſuddenly; for when 
oifthe day is gone, the night comes, and the 
Brave and Hell have ſhut their mouths upon 
atoß ou, what can be done? Eccleſ. g. 10. 

5. Would you pray more fervently, more 
trehreguently than ever you have done? Re— 
neſnember you muſt die. 
uw The Monuments and Statues of the Dead 
as one notes) are made in a praying poſture 
viz, knecling, and with hands lifted up to 
eaven (as if the remembrance of them now 
lead) ſhould teach us our duty, what we muſt 
lo whilſt living. One that was wont to pray 
Wren in a day, being asked why he ſpent fo 
iuch time in Prayer, gave no other anſwer 
ut this, [muft die, I muſt die, An awaken- 


ndlels ſtate, and a ſpeedy approich before 
ne Holy God, will make kim pray, and that 
mportunately. 
usband, Wife, or Child near unto death, 
lmoſt every one that cometh ahoat the Bed 
ill be lifting up Hands, and putting up 
Prayers, and then you cry out, ſend ſpeedily 


id, ſavoury praying Chriſtian, to commend 

ais ſad caſe to God. The young Man that 

ately ſuffered for Murder, who came into 
| 3 


ng apprehenſion of a Man's entrance upon an 


f there be in the Family, a 


or {ome ſober (erious Miniſter, or ſome ſo- 


q: 
Now. Fl £ 
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Pay 


| Nemgate as ignorant of Gol, as the Horſe ot 


eternity, and no ſenſe of, or regard of yout 
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the Mule; and ſenſeleſs of his Soul as a flock 
or ſtone, was by the acceſs and applicions 
of Miniſters to him, convinced of this deſpe. 
rate Caſe, and through the Grace and Bl-1ting 
of God upon his appointed means, he fem. 
ed fo deeply ſenſible of the dreadful haf rd 
of his precious Soul, that he did with ſo nm: 
brokenneſs of Heart confeſs his fins, pray 
and plead with God in Chriſt for par, 
even to the wonder and amazement of thoſe 
Miniſters and Chriſtians who were preſent ih. 
And being asked how often he prayed, a. 
ſwered five or fix times in a day, and it wi; 
with ſuch meltings, and multitudes of tears, 
that did move the very bowels of the Aufl 
tors, and (as they ſaid) turned them int 
Tears. Thus you ſee how a powerful Con- 
viction of Death and Judgment may previi 
upon the Heart, to make them cry to Go 
that never piayed before, As for you tht 
can lie down at night, rife up in the morning, 
and go about the World without ſecret or 
family prayer; I muſt tell you that you 
have but ſlight, if any thoughts of death and 


everlaſting condition, which is a ſad Sym 
tom of a Chriſtleſs ſtate. | 
6. Would you do good to others, to their 
Bodies and to their Souls, conſider you muſt 
die, and after death you will be utterly inci 
acitated of doing any thing. The wiſe Man 
Paaking of the reaſon of doing, and of the 


weinte of Man's Life, namely, thalfer 
| MA there 


173 
2 or here is a time to be born, and a time to die? 


ockHnd having obſerved the iſſues and changes: KF 
137 


ongfÞþf Providence, that have made every thing 
\ne-ſÞ-autiful in its ſ-aſon, concludes that it is 
ii"gÞeft for a Man to do good in his Life, Ecclef.. 
mg 12. As you have therefore opportunity ſaith 
(the Apoſtlz ) let ws do good to all Men, Gal. 
>. 10. When it is in the power of thine hand to 
%%% it, Prov. 3. 27. Sirs, the rea! thoughts of 
1015$ſÞ:ath will prompt you to give a Portion to 
oſeffix, and alſo to ſeven, and that in ſeaſon; for 
hen death comes all is gone, then it is no 
ꝛore in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Did you now believe and conſider that you 
1uft dye, and give an account to God, the 
Freat Landlord and Donor of all your good 
hings ( great Receipts- having great Ac- 
ompts ) you would not contract your 
earts, and ſhut up your Bowels againſt thoſe. 
nany miſerable Objects, who are ſo oſten in 
our view. 
Nou, that you may be like Sheep, and not 
ke Swine, be good in your Life; and let 
our acts of mercy be diftributed in the 


Cb. 


an- 
Was 


Morning the fitteſt Seaſon to ſow this Seed 
utWerefore ſpeedily draw out thy Soul to the 


ungry, before death ſeperate thy Soul and 
ody; for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well 


einſhleaſed, Ja. 10. Heb. z. 14. 

ul 7. Would you get and keep fincerity, (as 
cu precious Pearl indeed) think often of Death 
auſnd Judgment. Then it will be tried, then 
1 will ſtand you in ſtead. Sincerity ( the 
1a 


cripture Perfection) is the beſt of a Chri- 
3 H. 3 1 


ay nd ITS 


9 


.unfeigned, and Love in finceritv, are the 


torment. 


/ p 
ſtian, the Grace of every Grace; for Faith 
imi 
very Nerves and Sinews of Chriſtianity hren 
The next beft to the precious Blood and 
Righteouſneſs of our glorious Redeemer, 
(to plead for us at the hour of Death, an4 in 
the Court of Heaven ) is truth in the inward 
parts, I/. 38. 3. To be a mourner in Son ighh I 
matter of ſolace and real comfort; but to bot 7 
a {inner in Sn is ſad, and will be matter « 
A Judas among the Apoſtles, e 
Devil in a Samuel's Mantle is a Devil indeedit 
The Sinners in Sion are afraid, and cauſef Se! 


enough; for to live and die in Hy pocriſie, i be 


moſt dreadful, becauſe Hypocriſie will cer wo 
tainly bring you down to Hell, yea, the hot: 
eſt place of that devouring Fire, and everlz- 
ſting burning ſhall be the Hypocrites Portion 
Iſa. 33.14. Mat. 24. 51. 

8. Laftly, Would you redeem your time, 
and be greedy of getting Grace in the day o 
Grace, for the preſent, ſpiritual and eterni! 
13 of Souls; think ſeriouſly of your 
end. 

You ſleepy ſecure Souls! Did you conſider 
that the night of death will come certain!y, 
and may come ſuddenly, you would wort 
while it is day, and not be ſo mad as to put 


off believing, repenting and foul-afficting 37 
work, ſelf-trying and approving work, un m 
til the day of old Age a ſick bed, or dying a 
pangs ſeize upon you. Conſider, a death-be _ 


repentance is ſeldom had, and ſeldom go0d, 


or {ick-bed Repentance is ſeldom ſong, but 
5 often 


* 


aith 
the 
nity, 


and 


ner, 
d in 


often a ſick Repentance. Now, if you would 
imitate your Lord, to work while it is day, 
remember you muſt die, John g. 4. 


Directions and Helps to conſider of 
> your latter end. 


Dire&. 1. Search diligently to find out what 


it is that keeps you and the ſerious thoughts of © 
Death and Eternity at ſo great a diftance, and 


ery mightily to God, ſpeedily to remove it: If 
it be either Ignorance, Atheiſm, Unbelief, 
Senſuality, Earthly-mindedneſs, or ſecurity, 
be deeply ſenſible of it, and ſet Prayer to 
work, pour out thy very Soul to God with 
the greateſt fervour and opportunity. Say as 
Moſes, who knoweth the power of thine Anger ® 
Even according to thy fear is thy wrath. So 


teach us to number our days, that we may. ap- 


ply our Hearts to wiſdem, Plal. gg. 11, 12. 


Sirs, It is ſpiritual Wiſdom will cauſe you to 


conſider, Then cry after Knowledge, and lift 
up thy voice for underftanding, Prov. 2. 3, 4+ 
For ſhe is thy life, Prov. 4. 13. It is as much 
as thy Life and Soul is worth. Then enter 
into thy Cloſet, and fall on thy Knees, and 
pray to God in the name of Chriſt, for ſpi- 


ritual Wiſdom. We muſt ſeek it, Exel. 36, 


37. And God will give it, James 1. 5. Beg 
more than for thy Life, for a truly wiſe and 
awakened Heart, without which the great 
concerns of God and thine immortal Soul be 
for ever neglected. 
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Direct. 2. Diligently aud faithfully uk 
and improve the moſt awakening means, 


which have a tendency hereunto. 

I. Set your felves under a oy, faith- 
ful, and Soul-ſearching Miniſtry, who makethe 
Conwerfion of Souls their main buſineſs. 

A lazy ſecure Miniſter is not like to awaken 

aſecure Sinner; the Conviction and Conver— 


ſion of Souls is not the mark they ſhoot at. 
| Reſolve to hear, love, countenance, and in- 
courage thoſe that grapple moſt with the 


Conſcience, and earneſtly endeavour to drive 
aud draw Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, by ſetting 
the Bleſſing and the Curſe, Life and Death 
before them. Conviction leads the way to 
Converſion, as the Needle the Thread; What 
is a Plaiſter worth, where there is no wound? 
It is the broken Bones cry out for help, the 
whole need not the Phyſician : Generally 
over-preaching is like the Sword in the Scad- 
bard, that doth not cut nor wound; or like 
Phyſick in the Bottle, that doth not pene- 


trate or work, but plain, particular, con- 
vineing preaching (ſuch as Nathan's to David 
or Peter's to the Jews, 2 Sam. 2. 7. Act 2. 36.) 
is like the Sword in the Bowels, or Phy lick Þ 


in the Body, that will pain to purpoſe. Thoſe 


Preachers that have no faculty of reproving Þ 
and convincing ſecure Sinners, are like a Þ 
company of drone Bees that have loſt their Þ 
But they | 


Stings, being good for nothing. 
that have the charge of ſo many golden 
Fleeces, ſhould ſever the Wheat from the 

| Chatt, 


[Knowing the terror of God, we per ſwade 


red up, and perſwaded to Repentance and 


he did delight, and make his Companions, ., mn 
Pſal. 3. and 119. 36. 1 


(177 ] .- 
Chaf, the Sheep from the Goats, the Preci- All 
ous from the Vile; and in fo doing we ſhall la 
be as God's Mouth, and free from the Blood 
of all Men. | 2 

O then, let this dreadful and amazing Do- 
crine of Death and Judgment be more fre- 
quently and effectually preached, that Souls - ee 
in peril near ruin, may ſee their fin and dan - 
ger, and flee to Chriſt as the only refuge: 


Men, 2 Cor. 5. 11. Mat. 3. 7. N 

2. Converſe with the beſt Chriſtians, vi- 
Them that are grave, ſober, folid, ſavoury ' | 
and ſound in the Faith; ſuch as make Reli- | 
gion their great Buſineſs, who love to ſpeak | 


of God, and of the World to come, and by | _ 


whoſe Counſel and Example you may be ſtir- j 


* 
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Holineſs, to conſider of Death and Judgment: 
Theſe were David's excellent ones, in whom =. 


3. Read the beſt Books, and thoſe that treat Y 8 


of Death and Judgment, but eſpecially the 
Word of God. There are the pure Cryſtal + we 
Streams and richeſt Mines: In this Field you 
will find the Pearl. Let the word of Sod neu 
d well in you richly, be not ignorant of any q = 
part of it, but be ſure to acquaint thy ſelf © na 
g with thoſe Scriptures that ſpeak of the ſhort- - all 


els of Life. the certainty of Death and Judg- -Y — 
ment, Heaven and Hell. Read the Book of - nl 
Job, and the twelfth Chapter of Ecclefaftes, . ni 
8 He tet me gelire you - Bs 
3 | 8 toe  L_ 


- 


—_— a. 
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7 | to be often urging upon your Hearts ſome of 
& thoſe Scriptures that ſet forth the dreadful. 
# nels of that place of torment, that will be the 
Portion of all that forget God, and make ng 
rovition for their precious Souls: Some few 
have here ſet down, which I deſire you 
would all conſider and apply. Upon the wicl. 
ed he ſhall rain Fire and Brimſtone, and a hyr 
8 rible Tempeſt ;, this ſhall be the portion of their 
Cup, Pſil. 11.6. Woe be unto the wicked, i; 
Hall go ill with them, Ia, 3. I0. He Hall caſt 
y them into a Furnace of fire, there ſhall be wech. 
| 22g, wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, Mat. 1 3. 42. 
_ I. 3 3. 14. and 66. 15. Mat. 15. 14. Luke 16 
| 8 25 26. 2 Theſ. 1. 8, 9. Rev. 6. 1, 14, 16. 
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part a little time every day on purpoſe to 
think on your latter end. Do it fo frequent 
ly, until death and you become familiar; ever 
and anon put thy ſelf into a poſture of dying; 
converſe with thy Winding-ſheet, Coffin, 


Grave: Let thy great change be ſo upon thy 


Heart, that thou mayeſt every Morning or 


member, however it be with thee now, thou 
muſt e' er long be gaſping and groaning for 
breath upon thy.dying Bed, and grapple with 
the King of Terrors, and in a Moment g0 
down to the Grave, and ſhalt come up no 
more, Fob 10. 21. | 
If thou wouldſt affect thy Heart with 
thoughts of thy latter end, go down to Gol-| 
tot ha, and think upon thoſe dry Bones, and 
| | putri: 


Direct. 3. Make Conſcience of ſetting J 


Evening walk a turn or two with Death: Re- 


and actions, ſay to thy ſelf, Would 


L 179 
putrifie! Bodies, and there revive the me- 
mory of your departed Relations, Hus- 
bands, Wives, Children, Friends, Neigh- wa 
hours, and look beyond the Chambers of the 
Grave, converſe with thoſe miſerable de- 
parted Souls, give the Priſoners of the Pit a 
Viſit. Meditate on the raging furious flames, 
that diſmal darkneſs, ſmoke and {tink of the 
bottomleſs Pit, the fcrieking of the damned 
and roaring of the Devils, the heart-piercing mel 
complaints for water to cool their: ſcorching Þ "Op 
Tongues. And when thou doſt think upon g | 


A 1 
ws 

Is 
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thoſe Millions of Souls that are hanging up 
in Hell, reflect upon thy ſelf, and expect thy 
turn ſpeedily. Suppoſe every day thy lait, ne 
every meal thy laſt, every journey thy Wow >: 
every Duty, Sacrament, Sermon, thy. lat, mn 
And when the Lord's day cometh, think. Bal 
with thy. ſelf, this will be the laſt ſpiritual -un_ 
Market that I ſhall have to buy the ſpiritual ml 
Oyl of Grace, and to provide for the Bride 
groom's coming; after this day is ended, Fane 
may never more hear the Lord Jeſus ſpeak mn 
to me by the Mouths of his faithful Miniſter, 
never be invited to come to Chr.ſt, or to be- ral 
lieve, repent, part with fin, and accept of a 
pardon more, and ſo demean thy ſelf every 
day, and in every duty, as if thou ſhouldeſt nn 
be called to God's Bar, and give up thine av = 
count at Night. In all thy thoughts, words, 

| I do thus 
and thus, viz. would I eat, drink, ſep, 
converſe, buy, ſell, preach, hear, pray; or 
worſe, if certainly I knew this day Would 
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be my laſt? O let that Motto, Memento 
ori, which ſome carry in their Rings, be 
engraven on your Hearts, it being the great 


Y 
- 
| 


1 * . 7 
have been careful ro remember. King Aa 


made his Sepulchre in his Life-time, 2 Cho, 
16. 14. and ſome in their Gardens, and 
places of Glace and delight, as Joſeph of Ari- 
—_— the, John 19. 41. And ſome of the Hea- 
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tien were wont to walk among the Graves, 
do put them in mind of Death, ſome have 
had their Graves always before their Gates, 
x 0 others, dead Mens Skulls preſented every day 
ac their Tables; and ſhall we that believe the 


- Doctrine of the other World, put off the ſe- 
WF rious thoughts of Death? Solomon adviſeth vs 
g to go to the Houſe of Mourning, telling us it 


is better, becauſe the living will lay it to 
Heart. When you hear the tidings of the 
—_ death of yoar Friends, Relations, or Neigh- 
bours, go thither, though not perſonally, 
= yet contemplatively, in your minds and 
= thoughts; go, and put your ſelves in their 
ſtead, and think thus: A living Man or Wo- 
man is become a dead Corps or cold Clay, 
the Soul is gone to its everlaſting habitation, 
But to what place, whether to be comforted 
or tormented, who can tell? If he were a 
godly Man, he is certainly gone to Heaven; 
if chou art ſuch an one, thy Soul will ſhort- 
ly be with him; but if an ungodly Man, he 
is certainly gone to Hell, and now among 
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ſhalt e'er long be there too. Tis true. the 
dead can have no thoughts with the living, 
but the living ( faith Solomon) know that they 
muſt die. And you that are young, when 
you hear of the death of.a lively luſty young 
Man, or lovely beautiful young Woman, 
ſtop, reflect and conſider, may not this be 
thy caſe, O Man, Woman or Child, in a 
very little ſpace? I ſhall ſay no more by way 


of direction, only defire you to review the 
particulars before mentioned, and you that 
are Parents and Maſters of Families, who 
make Conſcience of looking to the Souls of 


thoſe committed to ycar charge, may cauſe 
your Children and Servants to learn by heart 
tne particulars | here jet down. 


1. That it is moſt certain an end will be. 


2. At our latter end all things in this World 
will be gone for ever. 

3. All the pleaſures of ſin will be gone, and 
leave nothing but aſting. 


Z 5 T hat only which is eternal will tand us in 
j:Cad. 


5. Conſider which of the two Eternities you 


are going towards. 


6. Me are all near our everlaſting habitation. 
7. You know not how ſuddenly, or une pect- 


ed your end may be. 1 
. When death comes, your Souls are ſtated— wn 


our eternity is ct. | 
9. Tis a dreadful and amazing fight to ſee 4 
Chritleſs Soul breathing out his lat. 


E 
Uſe 4. May be of comfort to the poor Peg: ter 
le of God, who, through fear of death, are ir 
all their life-time ſubject to bondage. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, fear nor, neither be] de 
terrified, becauſe of this King of Fears: But I gr 
chear up your Spirits, and comfort up your V 
hearts with this, That Death as terrible as it all 
is to the Wicked, cannot hurt you. The day .ch 
of your death will be better than the day of de 
your birth, and therefore Death is put into ſt. 
the Believers Inventory, and reckoned among da 
his Priviledges, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Death will be bo 
gain to the godly Man, viz. an out-let toallÞ Fa 
his preſent Miſery, and an in-let to endleß is 
Glory. Then the truly penitent, perplexed, pa 
wearied Soul ſhall be perfectly free from th:Þ ve 
power of Satan, the fiery Darts, and dread-] tr 
ful Temptations of that unclean Spirit, Then] C 
the old Serpent for ever will be under theit G 
Feet. Then the Body of death ſhall be put of, Þ hi 
and in the dwelling of Sin, that natural foun-Þ ve 
tain of Corruption will be perfectly dried up. G 
You ſhall never complain of vain thoughts, Þ 7. 
or hard Hearts any more: Never doubt off zz 
the truth of Grace, or favour of God more: ar 
The Believer ſhall then be with Jeſus Chriſt,Þ zh 
the day of his Diflolution will be the day off rh 
his Coronation, he ſhall then receive the 2 
Crown, fit down on the Throne, and enter 8. 
into his Mafter's Joy, which is fulneſs of Joy 
and Pleaſures for evermore. 


Odje&. I ſometimes think of Death, bu 
the thaughts of Death and Fudgment are very ſe 
_—_— terrible 


us 


change, that the ſting of death, or ſecond 
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terrible, I fear 1 am not fit to die, Hom ſhalt 


it be known ? 

Anſwer. There is an habitual fitneſs for 
death and ar actual fitneſs for death. Every 
graciouſly upright Man or Woman in the 
World, that fears God in Truth, is habitu- 
ally fit to die, ſo prepared for his great 


death ſhall not hurt him; having paſt the 
traight Gate, ſhot the Gulf, he is out of 
dangzr. As ſoonasa Man is in a ſtate of Grace 
born again, made a new Creature, and by 
Faith united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God 
is reconciled, his Perſon juſtified, his Sins 
pardoned, and recorded in the Court of Hea- 
ven, though his Pardon is not brought down, 
tranſcribed and ſealed in the Court of his own 
Conſcience. The truly converted Soul is 
God's ſpecial Favourite, and ſhall lodge in 


| his Boſom, and never more be out of his fa- 
-Þ vour : 'Tis true, Heaven may be out of ſight, 
| God may frown, but will never condemn; 


There is now no Condemnation to them that are 


in Chriſt, Rom. 8. 1. If any Man fin, we have ; 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chrift ee 
the Righteous, 1 John 2. 1. Who hall lay 74 . 


thing to the Charge of Gods Elect? It is Go 
that juſtifieth, it is Chriſt that died, Rom. 
8. 335 34. 1 
Queſt. When is the godly man actually pre- 
pared for death ? | | het 


Anſw. When his Spiritual Eſtate is well 
ſettled, viz. All made ſure between God and 
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his Soul particularly. 1. When 


C184 ] 
1. When a Man is truly conſcious to hinr 
ſelf that he hath ſincerely and with much bro- 
| kennels of heart repented of all his known 


| fins committed before or after converſion, ſo 3 
that there is no freſh or former guilt remain- 18 J. 


ing on him. This godly ſorrow is the godly 
E Mans pleaſure, he delights to be ſowing in Thi 
tears, loves with his Soul a wet ſeed-time; 


for they that ſow in tears ſhall reap a harveſt . 

6 that IOW IQ: 1 bor 

of joy, which is a time of refreſhing from Ho! 
the preſence of God; compare, P/a!m 126, 

5 L , and 

5, 6. and Acts z. 19. int 


2. When fin is not fo great a burthen that bei 
he is weary of this Body of Death, and will- 


WW ing the infeted Houſe ſhould be pulled down, _ 
= that the Leproſie might be cured, that ſo he nod 


might never fin or offend his Father more, 
The ſerious thoughts and ſenſe of which isa | 8 
heavy burthen, and matter of grief that N 
makes him groan and complain. We in this! 
& Tabernacle groan” being burthened: And 0 75 
how bitterly did St. Paul complain, Ro. 7. Ie 
24. O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me from the Body of this death ? He hath 
been in deaths often for the ſake of his dear Nig." 
Lord, but this Death, this Body of fin trou- Hens; 
—_ bled him more than any: It was ſogreata file 
burthen to holy David, that he felt it in his MW, 
very Bones, P/al. 38. 3. | 
29 3. The godly man is fit to dye, when the the 
work of grace is perfected, and his Genera- dar 
tion-work ended; when the believing Soul of 
bath his Veffel full of Oyl, agd the Wedding I. 
ww Garment of the Glorious Rightrouſneſs ol | 


— 


| 18 | 
Chriſt about him, then he is a Veſſel of Ho- 
Inour prepared unto Glory. Rom. g. 23. 
Joc Wrought for the ſelf ſame thing, 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
A And made meet, or fit for the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light, Col. 1. 12. The Ship that 
% Jis laden or fraighted, is fit to put to Sea, and 
to ſail from hence, or for its appointed Port. 
The Labourer is fit to receive his Wages when 


f. he hath done his work. So when the Heaven- 
< born Soul hath faithfully ſerved his Genera- 


6 tion, and done the work in his Place, Calling, 
and Relations, for which God ſent him and 
intruſted him, (though the beſt fall ſhort, 
being in ſome degrees unprofitable Servants) 
\ then is he fit to welcome Death, though to 
the fleſh it is the King of Terrors. When the 
. Igodly Man living or dying can appeal to the 
" FHeart-ſecarching God, as Hezekiah did, Ja. 
38. and ſay, I have finiſhed the work which 
thou gaveſt me to do, John 17. J have finiſhed 
ny courſe, and there is laid up for me a Crown 
Jef Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. This makes 
; => and willing to depart to be with 
riſt. 
4. When fins pardoned and the Pardon 
ſealed. 7.e. when the clamorous noiſe of the 
guilt of fin in the Conſcience is calm'd and 
ſilenc'd by the Blood of ſprinkling, and his 
Evidences for Heaven bright and clear, ſo 


the gate of Glory wide open, namely, abun- 
dant entrance into the everlaſting Kingdom 
df our Lord and Saviour Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 
11. Lot had a mind to prolong his time in So- 


— Y YI 


n 
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dom, it was a goodly City, and he was not 
well aſſured whither to go when he had left 
it. But when the gracious Soul is aſſure4 of 
a better ſtate, a better life that's hid with 
Chriſt in God, fo that he can y, as once an 
eminent Man did, dying; I hall but change 
my place, I fhall not change my Company. He 
may then (being ſealed to the day of Re- 
demption ) long for his diſſolution. 
5. When the Heart is weaned from and 
weary of this evil World, and fo influme 
with love to Chriſt, that it cannot live with- 


Canaan to ſee the good Land, that goolly 
Mountain. A fore: ſight or glimpſe of the 
ſweetneſs, beauty and glory of the Lord 
Feſus, will cauſe moſt vehemeat longing to be 
with him. Nom let thy ſervant depart in peace, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation: For this 
we groan earneſtly. And O how confidently, 
quietly and comfortably may ſuch a Soul en. 
tertain the thoughts of death, that hath (1n- 
cerely repented of all fin, and to whom Unis 
ſo grievous a burthen, that he would dye to 
be rid of it. And whole Son! is filled and 
fraighted with Grace, and aſſured of Glory, 
and the Heart ſent as an Harbinger to Hea- 
ven before him. And indeed a ſerious and 
hearty conſideration of our Eternal. ſtate, 
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ter tnis. 
To cloſe up all, Let me ask you in the pre- 


ſence of the great Judge of quick and - 
| al 


out him, or be weaned from him: Having! 
taſted of the Grapes of Ecol, he muſt to! 


would provoke us to preſs earneſtly af. 


187 
(at whoſe dreadful Tribunal you muſt ſhorts 
ly ſtand ) theſe following Queries. 


Ouer. 1. Firſt, Whether a ſeaſonable pre- 
paration for Death and Judgment, Fix. 
How you may eſcape Hell and come fafe to 
Heaven, be not the moſt urgent and impor- 
tant Buſineſs you have in all the World ? Let 
your Conſciences judge and determine. 


Quer. 2. Are they not in a very happy 
condition, that do believe, repent, and turn 


to God with their whole Hearts? who by 
living a life of Grace, are truly prepared for 
death, out of that dreadfut hazard of loſing 
Heaven, Rom. 8. 1.” Pſal. 37. 37. 


Quer. z. Is it not poſlible, that you being 
yet on this fide the Grave and Hell may pre- 
pare for this evil day ? Were you reſolved 
upon it, it would be done: You have often 
intended it, promiſed it, when ſhall it be? 
none but the Devil and your Fleſh will ſtop 
and hinder you. 


Quer. 4. Do you firmly bgieve the things 


| here will fail, that death will come, that fin 


that accurſed thing will fting, and that the 
impenitent finners caſe at the hour of death 


will be fad and very deſperate? Let me ſay } 


to all ſuch, there is not a night you lie down 
upon your Beds but you run a very great 


hazard ; If death ſhould call and you not: 


ready, 


Milla "ov 4. £0 ew eu» 
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ready, you muſt go, though you are ruined [miſl 
to Eternity, Mat. 25. 10, 17, 12, 19, 22, 23, [dart 
into 


Quer. F. Have you ſo lived as to be fit to Ito 
lie down in a Grave, to riſe again and ſtand Rel. 

efore God, who is a conſuming fire? Do ſonc: 
You know your ſelves in a ſtate of Grace, that Eth-1 
you are new born, that your Evidences for thin 
Heaven are clear and certain? is your Work Ithe 
done? do your Lamps burn? And have you ſtar 
a well grounded aſſurance that you are in the I ble. 
number of thoſe to whom Death will be a [did 
Priyiledge ? Phil. 1. 21. | 


9 6. Can you chearfully, and with! mat 
out dread, entertain the thoughts of a diſſo- GO 
lation, and of leaving all your earthly and I cos 
ſenſual delights. Suppoſe the 4readful Judge Sou 
thould at this inſtant ſend Death into this 
Place, with the names of five or {1x of you in { 
is Writ, or forehead, and Death ſhall ſay, 881 
| You, and you, this Man, and that Woman, 
muſt go along with me. 
| I have received a command from the ercat 
and terrible God ( who hath the power of 
| h and Hell) to bring you young Man, 
young Woman, this day or night before the 
Judgment Seat. I have ofren warned you by 
= ſending my Deputies, and that this ten, 
twenty or forty years, every Coffin, every 
= dead Corps or Grave you have ſeen, was (0 
many intimations of my coming. Now ( faith 
Death) I am come, look here upon my Com- 
: : miſſion, 


189 ] 
dart maſt kill thy Body, and ſend thy Soul 
into Eternity. I command thee this moment 
to Ito bid adisu, to take thy leave of Friends, 
id Relations, Houſes, Lands, Pleaſures of Sin, 


0 Jonce for all. Thou ſhilt ever ſee or enjoy 


it them more, Luke 2. 19, 20. O how can you 
r think of your dying, the World's burning 
k ſthe Trumpets ſounding, the Deals riſing and 
n Eftanding at the Bar, and not fear and trem- 
je ble? Yon Sons and Daughters of Pleaſure f! 
a did you conſider what horror and aftoniſh- 

ment dogs you at the heels, which will inevi- 

tably come upon you, as travels on a Wo- 
„man with Child, you would not fay unto 
- | God, depart and treaſure up wrath, lay up 
d ſcourges and ſcorpions for your diſtreſſed 
e Souls againſt the laſt day. 


n Quer. 7. Let me ask you that paſs for 
„Is ints, and hope for Heaven, whether your 
Conſciences in ſecret do not tell you that you 


may be you have done leſs for Heaven than 

many that are now in Hell. 
Fou ſay you muſt die, and come to Judg- 
ment: But how ſtands the caſe as to the other 
World? If you look downward to this 
World, it is well, but how-is it within, with 
your precious Souls? do you believe that 
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miſſion, ſee my dart and my ſting, This 


made but poor preparations for it; yea, it 


\theiſts, Unbelievers, Drunkards, Swear- 


irs, Sabbath-breake: s, Adulterers, World 
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leve that Chriſt's Flock is little, and not ter 
fear your ſelves? do you think that E/, Jing 
Judas, Ahab, Agrippa, Herod, Simon 2. Th 
gus, the fooliſh Virgins, are in Hell, and vet 124. 
confident of your going to Heaven? Theſe N tai. 
have out-done manv of you. Eſau wepr and the 
cried for the bleſſing, Heb. 12. 17. AhibMlio 
humbled himſelf, 1 Kings 21. 39. Herod 4i4@all 
many things, and heard John joyfully, Mark Not 
6. 20. Agrippa was almeſt a Chriſtian, Acts me 
26. 28. The ſcribe was not far from the Xing. Tati 
dom of God, Mark 12.42. The fooliſh Vit Zvi 
gins were not Prophane, they took care to] the 
trim their Lamps, and knocked at the door. ne. 
Now what fins have you left? what Grace fur 
have you exerciſe!? what Duties have vou Sir 
performed and' how ? Take heed you be got] te: 
deceived; Strive to enter in at the ftraicit} all 
Gate, for many will ſtrive to enter in, au So 
ſhall not be able, Luke 13. 14. . tal 
ver. 8. Vdu have ſo many warnings 10. 
time and means to prepare for Death ads te. 
Judgment, and will not, who will pity yea m. 
when you periſh? G04 will not, Prov. . an 
26, 27. Chriſt will not, Luke 19. 27. Angels 
Saints, Miniſters will not, all will fay, 

away with them, let them be damned. 
And Oh what killing and amazing ſight 
will Chriſt's coming in the Clouds be to al 
that either denied his coming, or who woule 
not prepare for it? His Incarnation was ter 
rible, Mat. 2. 3. His Crucifixion was more 
terry 


T91 


21, Pink on the Tribunal will be moſt. terrible. 


Then {all the Tribes of the Earth mourn, Mat. 
vet 24. 30. And Men cry to the Rocks and Moun- 


fo B tains co fall on them, Rev. 6. 15, 16. When 


ud they ſhall fee fo many thonlands and mil- 
nab Blions of Men and Women dragged down with 
2% all the Devils of Hell, to that burning Lake 
lk Jof Fire and Brimſtone. How will they then 


&@ mourn for ſorrow of heart, and howl for vex- 
Ration of Spirit, and with bitterneſs of Soul 
ie. wiſh they had never heard of Chriſt, that 
to they had been born among the Heathen, or 
or, | never had a being or enjoyed a life of plea- 
ace ſure upon the Earth! How will the wretched 
aul Sinner beat his Breaſt, pluck off his hair, 
tear his bowels, crying out ( when he ſees 
all hopes are gone) O that I had now no 
Soul! or that this immortal Soul were Mor- 
tal! that I might now die, and breath no 


more! or that my Sentence might be but tO 


lodge with Devils in this burni:sg Lake for 
ten thouland years, that lo | might not r- 
main in a ſtate of baniſhment trom the face 
and preſence of God to all Eternity? 

O then pray, that ſerious thoughts of death 
25,0 may be always upon thine heart; and Whi- 
ther thou goeſt let them go; and where 


ut thou lodgeſt, let them lodge, that thou may- 
a eſt (peak of them to thy Children and Fami- 


ly, when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, and 


thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. O 
8 Let 
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terrible, Luke 23. 24,45, 47 48. But his be- | 


when thou walkeſt-by the way, and when 
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be bound as a fign upon thine hand, and 


Let theſe great things of Death and Judgment 


write them upon the poſts of thine Houſe, 
and oa thy Gates, that they may be as 
before thine Eyes, for thy good always, that 
thou mayeſt beware leſt thou forget the 
Lord thy God, and the everlaſting Goncern- 
ment of thy immortal Soul, and God's an. 
ger be kindled againſt thee, and deſtroy thee 
ſuddenly, witn a mighty deſtruction. 

Confider now What | have ſpokes, and the 
Lord give thee underſtanding in all things, 
2 Tim. 2. 7. Which is that God wiſheth in 
the Text, O that they were wiſe, that they 
underſtood this, that they would Conider 


their end. 


